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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #9 

 26th October, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Politics in School 
Our priority is to maintain the 
UAE’s peaceful society. Please 
remind your children that the 

Authorities do not allow schools to be political arenas 
in any way. Our personal political opinions must be 
kept to ourselves in school. Failure to follow this Au-
thority rule would lead to strict disciplinary action. 
However, if you would like to support the Red Cres-
cent’s charity dive, which is permissible, please see 
p4. Thank you for your sensitivity with this issue. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 9th 
Oct. 

• Registration for September 2024 now open 
(Enrollment Assessments will start from Janu-
ary 2024 for  September 2024). Places are lim-
ited, so if you want new admission sibling seats, 
we recommend that you Register early. 

Thurs. 2nd 
November  

• WSS may be celebrating UAE Flag Day 
(3/11/23) on Thursday 2nd November (TBC by 
the Authorities). Staff & students may come to 
school dressed in UAE Flag colours or UAE Na-
tional Dress (optional) 

Term 1 Ex-
ams 

• FS1-Y6 T1 exams from  Monday 4th to Thurs-
day 14th December. 

• Y9 Exams from Monday 27th November to 
Thursday 14th December. 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—
Monday 1st 
January 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News 

• Tarahum for Gaza (Authority approved charity) 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Teamwork & a Culture of Excellence, & 
2) Preparing Students for Their Future  

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Student Leadership & 2) The Benefits of 
Reading Aloud  

• Sharaf DG’s WSS E-Waste Competition Winners 

• Environmental Superstar Champions; Mangrove Tree Planting 
Event, 13/10/23 

• Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions 

• WSS Superstar Champions  

• Staff CPD (Training) 

• Pink Day, 26/10/23 

• World Mental Health Day, 10/10/23 

• Colin the Kindness Camel; Junior Section Mid-Term Break Com-
munity Service Initiative  

• Happy Birthdays 
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y2S1; Managing our Emotions 

• Assembly Time with Y1H2; ‘Gratitude!’ 

• Assembly Time with FS2H1; ‘Feelings’ 

• Learning Projects 

• Learning Activities in FS2 

• Learning Activities in Y1 

• Learning Activities in Y2 
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Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y6BF 

• WSS Primary Radio Station 

• Y5 Folktales with Mr. Arvie 

• Collaboration & Learning Activities  

• Islamic Arabic Learning Activities in Y6 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions; Report from Nameer, 
IGCSE Cambridge Board Topper; Top in UAE & Humayra, Top-
per in Cambridge Board Computer Science A/S Level  

• The Noetic Awards 

• Class Superstar Chapions 

• Assembly Time with Y9GF1, 16/10/23 

• Assembly Time with Y8BS1, 17/10/23 

• Safeguarding—Online Safety; Taking the Digital Pledge 

• Student Leadership & Community Service 
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Whole School News; Tarahum for Gaza! 

Alumni Report; Bilal Javaid 

WSS Alumni student Bilal Javaid, shared an update about his current 
charity work with Red Crescent’s initiative ‘Tarahum For Gaza’. He 
shared that the Red Crescent aims to gather essential aid and deliver it to 
the victims of Gaza, Palestine, in an endeavor that transcends borders 
and politics, aiming to alleviate the hardships faced by those  suffering. 

Javaid said, “As global citizens and humanitarians, I believe it is our re-
sponsibility towards the rest of the world to come together and support each 
other in times of need...This challenging situation calls for our empathy, 
urging us to act fast and come together to prove that our concerns extend 
beyond national borders and political beliefs. Luckily for us, the Red Cres-
cent calls upon all UAE residents to take action and donate supplies for 
Gazan aid. This can include; non perishable food items, personal hygiene 
products, first aid kits etc.  

As a WSS alumni, I believe it is my utmost responsibility to do as much as I 
can for the people stuck in Gaza. And to spread the message and awareness 
so that we all can come together in this effort. We can gather and deliver 
supplies to any of the Red Crescent centers throughout UAE. Let’s keep 
Gaza in our thoughts & prayers, and donate as much as we can.” 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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On Friday, 13/10/23, the E-Waste Collec-
tion Award Ceremony at GEMS Legacy 
School was celebrated, recognizing an 
inspiring collaboration between GEMS 
and Sharaf DG. Mohammed Haris (Y12) 
won 1ST PRIZE, Anaya Bilal (Y2) -2ND 
PRIZE and Mekyle Mujtaba (Y10) -3RD 
PRIZE  for being the top three contribu-
tors to the drive from WSS & were 
awarded certificates by Sharaf DG. Their 
efforts in the E-Waste Collection Drive 
garnered well-deserved recognition, em-
phasizing the importance of responsible e
-waste disposal. We commend these stu-
dents & their parents for their dedication 
and passion for environmental sustaina-
bility.  

Environment Superstar Champions; E-Waste Competition Winners, 13/10/23! 
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Environment Superstar Champions; Mangrove Tree Planting Event, 13/10/23! 
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Environment Superstar Champions; Mangrove Tree Planting Event, 13/10/23! 
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Environment Superstar Champions; Mangrove Tree Planting Event, 13/10/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Mangrove Trip Report! 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to superstars Sheikh Ayaan (Y3S1) and 
Nameera Nujayer (Y1S2) who participated in the BANGLA-
DESH EDUCATION FORUM QUIZ compilation at 
CROWN PLAZA HOTEL, DUBAI. They secure  first and 
second position!  Well done!! 

Yaseen Moaaz Sadat Mohamed (Y4 
H1) won a match in the Dubai Aca-
demic League and got the prize for 
‘Man of the match’. Congratula-
tions Yaseen!  

Congratulations to Mo-
hammad Muqtasid 
Samee (Y7 BD) who suc-
cessfully passed the 
school round of the 
‘KenKen International 
Championship 2023-
UAE Edition’ last Au-
gust.   

The KIC National Level 
Exam will be held in this 
month at Khalifa Uni-
versity, Abu Dhabi.  

We wish him every suc-
cess in the next round! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD (Training)! 

WSS Learning Coach Ms. Christine, presented a session to Sharjah British School Principals/Vice Principals relating to pro-
moting challenge & deepening learning in the class. She presented a number of highly effective strategies to improve teaching 
& learning.. Ms. Valerie  presented about the Beacon school project & shared feedback on progress so far. 

This month’s Teacher CPD has focused on challenge & modelling, such as demonstrated by Ms. Mary, who, in a math’s les-
son,  gave students a challenging activity as part of the ‘We Do’ section, then got them to find the answers and match them 
up. She used this to stretch students whilst also checking that they understood her explanation and modelling (‘I Do’) sec-
tion. 
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Whole School News; Pink Day, 26/10/23! 

Many thanks to Dr. Leena, from the Sharjah 
University Medical Sciences Department, who 
presented a useful information session to Sixth 
Form girls to raise breast cancer awareness on 
26/10/23. Thank you to the organiser Maryam! 
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Whole School News; Pink Day, 26/10/23! 
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Whole School News; World Mental Health Day, 10/10/23! 
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Well done to these students for participating in the Jun-
ior Section Community Service initiative during Mid-
Term Break!  

Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Meera (Y2F1), 
who has won a  Jiu Jitsu champion-
ship.  
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2S1, 26/10/23! 

Y2S1 presented a 
wonderful Assembly 
on ‘Understanding & 
Managing our Emo-
tions’. We learnt 
some practical strate-
gies to help us to fee 
more positive, if 
things are not going 
our way! Great job, 
Y2S1! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1H2, 26/10/23! 

Y1 presented an 
amazing Assembly 
on ‘Gratitude’. 
We learnt how to 
be appreciative for 
all the blessings 
we receive, & this 
will help us feel 
happy. Great mes-
sage, Y1H2! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2H1, 26/10/23! 

We loved 
FS2H1’s su-
per cute As-
sembly on 
‘Feelings! 
They spoke & 
danced so 
confidently! 
Thank you to 
all the many 
parents who 
attended this 
week’s Assem-
blies & 
events! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Projects! 

Great video about plants, 
Anaya! Thank you! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 

Educational Trip Time! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Projects! 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Reading Champion parents were awarded special cer-
tificates for visiting Primary classes during Literacy 
Week, to read stories to share their love of reading. 
Thank you dear parents! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BF!  

Y6BF presented a wonderfully entertaining Assembly on the theme 
‘Talent’. We learnt that we need to invest in a lot of hard work to 
turn our unique gifts into talent! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BF!  

Y6BF presented a 
wonderfully enter-
taining Assembly 
on the theme 
‘Talent’.  

This week’s Radio Station broadcast theme was on Climate Change. It was very well presented & gave us some practical sug-
gestions to Reuse-Reduce-Recycle! 

Primary Section News; Radio Station Broadcast!  
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Primary Section News; Y5 Folktales!  
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Primary Section News; Y5 Folktales!  
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Primary Section News; Y5 Folktales!  
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Primary Section News; Collaboration for Learning!  
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Ms. Valerie attended a super lesson with Mr. Arvie & Y5F1, 
learning about analyzing & writing folktales. Students gave 
very thoughtful & knowledgeable answers. The Principal 
offered to print the best folktale in the NL. Watch this space! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Islamic Arabic Learning Activities in Y6! 

With Mr. Ahmed Fahmy 



45 

 

WSS Secondary Section Board Topper Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to our Y8 Boys Class & Well-
being Superstars  
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Notebook Champions! 

The English team is continuing the same appreciation for 
the use of notebooks through awarding the Noetic Note-
book Award every month this year. 
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STAR STUDENT 
& WELL BEING 
CHAMPIONS: 
KS3 students were 
awarded STAR 
STUDENT and 
WELLBEING 
CHAMPION cer-
tificates for 
demonstrating 
good characteris-
tics and leading by 
example. 

WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GF1! 

The important theme of this Assembly was ‘Tolerance’. 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y8BS1! 

The Assembly topic was on ‘Wellbeing’. We reflected on the importance of a positive mindset, investing in our own health & 
making smart choices of behaviour (such as a sensible bedtime, nutrition choices &  including fitness activity in our daily 
routine)  
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Secondary Section News; Safeguarding—Digital Citizenship Week! 

During Digital Citizenship Week (DCW), stu-
dents reflected on & promoted safe & sensible 
online behaviour to safeguard themselves & 
others. They took the DCW pledge. 
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Secondary Section News; Safeguarding—Taking the Digital Pledge! 

DIGITAL PLEDGE: Students were en-
couraged to become responsible Digital 
Citizens by taking a DIGITAL PLEDGE 
on the occasion of Digital Citizenship 
Week. 

 

CENTURY TECH INTERACTIVE SES-
SION: This session was held by Second-
ary Assistant Principals. Students enthu-
siastically came forward to share their 
experiences on Century Tech. 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership & Community Service! 

We are proud & appreciative of our committed Sixth Form student Leaders, who  volunteer for arrival, dispersal, breaks, 
and canteen supervision. To help the younger students stay safe. Our volunteers are making an incredible contribution to the 
WSS school community. 
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Amazing Robot design & 
construction! 

Career Counseling takes on a whole new perspective 
from the Middlesex Careers bus! KS5 visited fr addi-
tional careers advice on 26/10/23. 

Secondary Section News; Student Leadership & Community Service! 

Our newly nominated KS5 class leaders have taken up their responsi-
bilities and had a reflection session on their Leadership during break . 


