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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #9 

 16th October, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Admission into FS 
Please note that places in 
FS are limited & competi-
tion fierce. Although sib-
lings have priority admis-
sion, all children have to 
pass the same admission 
assessment process. FS chil-
dren who have attended 

Nursery have a much higher chance of admission 
since they will be more confident, skilled & ‘school-
ready’. If you want to admit your FS child into 
WSS, Nursery attendance will give your child a 
definite advantage. 
 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

From 
6/10/25 

• Online  registration system open for enrollment 
for September 2026. First come-first-served for 
assessment starting from January, 2026. 

Monday 
3/11/25 

• UAE Flag Day (TBC). Students may come 
dressed in UAE national dress or flag colours 
(optional). 

Thursday 
27/11/24 

• WSS celebrates UAE National Day (TBC). Stu-
dents may come dressed in UAE national dress 
or flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with friends (optional). 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1 (compulsory T1 exams will run 
until 4/12/25,  from approximately 2 weeks pri-
or) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News; PINKTOBER, 13/10/25! 

Students & staff dressed in 
pink on 13/10/25 to mark 
PINKTOBER. This is to raise 
awareness of breast cancer & 
taking care of our health. 
Thank you to all the parents 
who found pink dress for their 
children. 
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Whole School News; Being a GEM - Demonstrating Values,  

Kindness & Character! Visit to an Old People’s Home, 15/10/25

WSS was warmly welcomed. The residents recognized 

our students from the previous visit, and everyone 

greeted them with great enthusiasm. 

The students began by meeting the elderly, and then 

we led the planned activities and competitions, which 

had been wonderfully prepared by one of the parents. 

There was heartfelt interaction between our students 

and the elderly. Sixth Form students presented an out-

standing and impressive performance that was highly 

appreciated by everyone. Students also joined the el-

derly men in playing dominoes and chess, creating a 

joyful and friendly atmosphere. It was truly a wonder-

ful and enriching experience. 

A group of community-minded students & parents, accompanied by Ms. Doaa Romih, visited an Old Peoples’ Home as part 
of our Community Service Programme. Many thanks to Ms. Doaa Romih for organizing this & huge thanks to the students 
& parents for arranging their kind gifts & support. Students entertained the old people & did activities with them. 
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Whole School News; Being a GEM - Demonstrating Values,  

Kindness & Character! Visit to an Old People’s Home, 15/10/25



7 

 

Whole School News; Meet Our Friends of WSS (FOW) Team! 

Thank you to our enthusiastic & dynamic FOW team for their engagement with school to support our students learning 
journey & school development. Here they are attending a FOW meeting on 15/10/25 with the PRE Ms. Aiysha to discuss fu-
ture action plans, Class WHATSAPP Reps & next steps. Thank you dear FOW for attending & sharing your time & ideas.  
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Whole School News; This Week’s ECA Report! 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Leading with Diversity (Fluorite) 

Whole School News; “You Said...We Did…” 
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Whole School News; Family First! 

Awarding Letter-Writing Activity Certificates 
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Whole School News; Family First! 

October’s Favourite Recipe-Sharing  Activity! 
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Whole School News; Family First! 

October’s Favourite Recipe-Sharing  Activity! 
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Whole School News; Family First! 

October’s Favourite Recipe-Sharing  Activity! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Thank you to 
our dedicat-
ed staff who 
attended an 
important 
First Aid 
course in 
school on 
Friday 
10/10/25, led 
by external 
trainers. 

WSS is twinning with 
sister school GCS on the 
Health-Promoting 
Schools initiative, an 
authority accreditation 
process aimed at pro-
moting healthy lifestyles. 
The WSS Wellbeing 
team had our first intro-
ductory mentoring meet-
ing on 13/10/25. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Happy Birthdays!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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WSS Junior Section Be  a GEM  Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 

WSS Junior Section Be  a GEM  Superstar Champions! 



19 

 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1D2, 16/10/25 

Unity is Strength—Leadership GEMStone Fluorite (Diversity) 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2D2, 16/10/25 

Be a GEM—Be Present (Be Here, Be On Time, Be in Uniform) 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2D1, 16/10/25 

Unity is Strength—Leadership GEMStone Fluorite (Diversity) 
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Junior Section News 
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Ms. Valerie enjoyed her lesson drop-in with Ms. Aaliya (Art) & Y2D2). We learnt about landscape drawing in the style of 
artist Etel Adnan.  
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 

Learning Activities! 

Junior Section News; Little 

Stitchers ECA Club Report! 
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Junior Section News; FS1H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; ‘Be a GEM’ with Ms. Majedah! 
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Primary Section News; ‘Be a GEM’ with Y4 & Ms. Dalal! 

The King/ Queen of the Class Strategy with Y4 & Ms. Dalal; at the end of the lesson, a student is selected based as per specif-
ic criteria to receive and wear the crown throughout the following day. At the end of the next day’s lesson, a new student is 
chosen, and their classmate presents the crown to them to wear the next day, and so on…This successful strategy has created 
an interactive and calm classroom environment. 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Wellbeing Activities, 16/10/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Wellbeing Activities, 16/10/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y4S1 Learning Activities! 

Primary Section News; Y3D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 



51 

 

Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Family First Superstar Champions! 

Secondary Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions! 

KS3 Flameless Cooking Challenge Winners  

KS3 Wellbeing Champions of the Week 
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WSS Secondary Section KS4 GEM of the Month Superstars! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS4 GEM of the Month Superstars! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS4 BLOOKET Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BF, 14/10/25! 

Thank you to Guidance Counselor Ms. Anisha  for delivering the Authority-required awareness session on Drug & Alcohol 
Abuse prevention. 
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"Great tutors don’t just teach — they shape confidence, build character, and spark potential in every child." 

WSS Secondary Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions! 

Secondary Section News; Introducing Read Like a GEM to KS3, 

14/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News, PINKTOBER  

KS3 Yoga with the Principal, 13/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News, PINKTOBER  

KS3 Yoga with the Principal, 13/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News;  

KS3—Be a GEM, Relationships Matter! 
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Secondary Section News; Science Club! 
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Secondary Section News; Science Club! 
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Secondary Section News; Commerce Club Competition, 

14/10/25! 

Student teams of 3 presented a business proposal to judges, covering finance, crisis solution, marketing & more.  
The innovative proposals included ‘Campus Bites’, ‘Lush Latte’, ’Mind Bridge’,  ‘Gradr Fitness’, ‘Pitstop 16’ (great puns 
used!) amongst others. Students spoke confidently to sell their business idea to the panel of judges. 
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Secondary Section News; The Executive Dilemma Competition! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Escape Room! 


