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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #8 

 9th October, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Appreciation for Parent 
Teamwork 
Huge thanks to all the stu-
dents & parents who shared 
heartfelt messages of appre-
ciation & treats to your 
WSS Teachers & leaders on 

Monday 6/10/25. The day was filled with  smiles, 
love & kindness! Thank you so much for making 
the day & team feel so special. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
13/10/25 

• WSS is celebrating PINKTOBER (Breast Can-

cer Awareness).. Students may come wearing 

pink dress or pink accessories (optional. Modes-

ty must be maintained) 

From 
6/10/25 

• Online  registration system open for enrollment 

for September 2026. First come-first-served for 

assessment starting from January, 2026. 

Monday 
3/11/25 

• UAE Flag Day (TBC). Students may come 
dressed in UAE national dress or flag colours 
(optional). 

Thursday 
27/11/24 

• WSS celebrates UAE National Day (TBC). Stu-
dents may come dressed in UAE national dress 
or flag colours & bring traditional food to share 
with friends (optional). 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1 (compulsory T1 exams will run 
until 4/12/25,  from approximately 2 weeks pri-
or) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 

 
3 

Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 
4-11 
12-14 
 
 
15-16 
 
17-19 
19 
20 
20 
21 
22 
 
23 
 
24 

Whole School News 

• Happy World Teachers’ Day, 6/10/25 

• WSS Students Participated in the SPEA Arabic Conference Stu-

dent Hackathon, Saturday 4/10/25! 
• WSS Superstar Champions—Winners in teh TWS Quran Compe-

tition,  
• Staff CPD (Training) 

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone  

• GEMS Festive Music Competition  

• ‘You Said...We Did…’ 

• WSS Sporting Superstar Champions  

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions; Planting a 
Home-Grown Avocado Seedling, 6/10/25 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) The Power of Complete School Uniform, 
2)World Teachers’ Day Celebration 

• Happy Birthdays 

 
25-28 
29 
30 
31-32 
33-36 
36-41 

Junior Section News 

• Student Leaders’ Investiture, 9/10/25 

• Parent Engagement Event 

• Learning Activities (General)  

• FS2 Learning Activities  

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities  

 
42-43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
48 
49-55 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Healthy Lifestyle Superstar Champions 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Assembly Time with Y6BD (Respect) 

• Assembly Time with Y4D1 (Respect) 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y4 Learning Activities 

• Y5 Radio Club (Topic; Teamwork) 

• Y6 Learning Activities 

  
56-58 
59-63 
64-67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74-76 
76 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Student Leaders 

• Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 6/10/25 

• Family First KS3 Flameless Cooking 

• KS3 Teachers’ Day, 6/10/25 

• KS4 Teachers’ Day, 6/10/25 

• KS4 Student Leadership 

• IGCSE Arabic 

• Commerce Club Investiture Ceremony 

• Science Club PINKTOBER 

• KS5 Learning & Leadership 

• Form Tutor of the Month (September) 
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code



4 

 

Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

& World Smile Day, 6/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

& World Smile Day, 6/10/25! 
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Huge thanks to the Secondary Student Leaders who arranged a lovely entertainment for the teachers after school on 6/10/25. 
We were treated to beautiful musical renditions, games & more. It was such a kind, thoughtful gesture. Thank you dear stu-
dents for sharing your precious time & talent with us! We loved it! 

Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

& World Smile Day, 6/10/25! 

Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

With a Secondary Student Leaders’ Entertainment, 6/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

& World Smile Day, 6/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

& World Smile Day, 6/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

& World Smile Day, 6/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day  

& World Smile Day, 6/10/25! 
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Whole School News; Celebrating World Teachers’ Day, 6/10/25! 
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Whole School News; WSS Students Participated in the SPEA 

Arabic Conference Student Hackathon, Saturday 4/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Arabic Hackathon! 
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Whole School News; WSS Students Participated in the SPEA 

Arabic Conference Student Hackathon, Saturday 4/10/25! 
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Whole School News; WSS Winners in the TWS Inter-School 

Quran Competition Last Weekend! 

WSS Quran Superstars won 2nd Place! Congratulations! 
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Whole School News; WSS Students Participated in the TWS 

Inter-School Quran Competition this Weekend! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

The Principal Ms. Valerie & Vice Principal Mr. Shujahat attended a GEMS Principals’ 
Executive Day on Friday 3/10/25, along with the other GEMS schools Principals & VPs.  
Baroness Amanda Spielman, Chair of GEMS Academic Council, gave the keynote ad-
dress. Her message related to the smart use of AI to promote the personalisation of learn-
ing, along with the need to ensure there is no ‘cognitive bypass’ (avoiding an over-reliance 
on AI rather that doing the hard work of learning).  EMS SSC Leadership team shared 
the company Vision, Mission & priorities for the year ahead. 

Congratulations to WSS IT Engineer Mr. Ubaid for achieving the 
GEMS L3 Safeguarding certification. Mr. Ubaid leads n digital 
safety as part of our school Safeguarding team. 

Thank you to Mr. Gaber, HOD MOE at TWS & Clus-
ter Arabic Lead, for his continuous support of raising 
standards of Teaching & Learning in Arabic across the 
Cluster. Here he is working with our MOE Middle 
Leaders on the implementation of our Teach Like a 
GEMS initiative. 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Leading with Diversity 

Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Some  of our Junior team attended the SES Early Years Literacy CPD session this week along with Early Years leaders in 
other Sharjah British schools. The session included a tour of the Section to understand practical, child-centered learning, 
innovative resource creation & learning environment development. We are very grateful to SES for hosting this valuable 
session & thank Ms. Lynn, our SPEA School Improvement Advisor, for facilitating British Schools CPD. 
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Whole School News; Festive Music Competition! 
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WSS Sporting Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to superstar ath-
lete Oniru, whose lat-
est achievement at the Ultimate 
Race Night saw him winning first 
place and setting a new club rec-
ord in both the events he raced! 

Congratulations to our Y6 swim-
ming superstar champion. He 
has won multiple medals 
through hard work to develop 
his swimming expertise! 

Congratulations to Ranaya who 
achieved 2nd place in the 80M 
track and field event in the re-
cently held Ultimate Race Night! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Green-fingered siblings planted their Avocado seeding in the WSS garden on 6/10/25. It 
was home-grown very successfully from seed by Syed Shazil (Y13BD) & Laiba Jami 
(Y4H2). We are looking forward to one day harvesting WSS avocados! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!

Happy Birthday! Thank you dear parents for sending in such a healthy fruit treat to support our Healthy 

Lifestyles policy. Love it! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders’ Investiture, 9/10/25! 
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Our Junior Student Leaders, from FS1 to Y2, applied  & went through 3 rounds of interviews before being awarded their 
leadership role. They had to show  that they understood leadership to be about kindness & helping others. We are very 
proud of our budding new leaders & wish them every success in the year ahead! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders’ Investiture, 9/10/25! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders’ Investiture, 9/10/25! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders’ Investiture, 9/10/25! 
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Junior Section News; Parental Engagement Activity! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities (General) 

Thank you Yousef for sharing your leadership 
poem. Great! 

Proud new Junior Section Student Leader! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Y6 Superstar Champions of the Week! 
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WSS Primary Section Y4 Superstar Champions of the Week! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 

WSS Primary Section Healthy Lifestyle Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BD,  

8/10/25, on Respect 

Thank you Y6BD for a fantastic Assembly on Respect. We learned to stop & think about our choices & actions to ensure a 
more respectful environment, so that everyone can enjoy their day! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4D1,  

8/10/25, on Respect 

We learnt that being kind is a great way to demonstrate respect to others, to make our world a happier place. 
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Primary Section News; Y3S2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities! 

Primary Section News; Y5 Radio Club, 9/10/25! 

The Topis was ‘Teamwork’. We 
learnt that working together helps 
us all achieve more! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Healthy Eating Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Healthy Eating Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Multiplying in Maths! 
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Primary Section News; Maths & Science Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Scintillating Science! 



54 

 

Primary Section News; Y6 Scintillating Science! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Happy Teachers’  & Grandparents’ 

Day, 6/10/25! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Student Leaders! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Student Leaders! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Student Leaders! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture, 

6/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture, 

6/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture, 

6/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture, 

6/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership Investiture, 

6/10/25! 
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Huge thanks to the parents who joined their child to participate in the Family First Flameless Cooking activity on 7/10/25. 
There was such a delicious, creative & healthy range of dishes! Thank you to the judges Ms. Rema, Ms. Sera & Ms. Lucy. 
who had a really tough time judging the amazing culinary creations. 

Secondary Section News; Family First  

KS3 Flameless Cooking Activity, 7/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Family First  

KS3 Flameless Cooking Activity, 7/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Family First  

KS3 Flameless Cooking Activity, 7/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 

Secondary Section News; Family First  

KS3 Flameless Cooking Activity, 7/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Teachers’ Day, 6/10/25! 



69 

 

Secondary Section News; KS4 Teachers’ Day, 6/10/25! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Student Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Arabic! 



72 

 

Secondary Section News; Commerce Club Investiture! 
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Secondary Section News; Science Club PINKTOBER! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 

WSS Secondary Section Superstar 

Form Tutor of the Month! 


