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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #8 

 12th October, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Top in the UAE Cambridge 
Board Exam Results 
Congratulations to two super-

star Cambridge Board students, Nameer Omar Taha 
Al-Hayali for achieving ‘Top in UAE’ for IGCSE Art 
& Design, & Humayra Tasnim Nooha for achieving 
‘Top in UAE’ in A/S Level Computer Science. Well 
done to both students, their parents & Teachers for 
this fantastic achievement! We are so proud of you! 

SPE Parent Trust Survey 
SPEA have requested  parents to complete a Parent 
Trust survey. Please see p4 for the links (Arabic, 
English & QR code). Many thanks for taking some 
valuable time to complete this. 
 
Online Payments for Trips & Activities                              
To ensure proper financial practices & avoiding lost 
money, Teachers will no longer be accepting cash for 
student trips & activities. Parents are requested to 
make payments online through their Parent Portal. 
Links will also be shared  in the Trip/Activity letter. 
Please note p4 –6 of this NL#8 for the Parent Guide 
FYI. Thank you. 
 

 
 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 9th 
Oct. 

• Registration for September 2024 now open 
(Enrollment Assessments will start from Janu-
ary 2024 for the September). Places are limited, 
so if you want new admission sibling seats, we 
recommend that you Register early. 

Wed. 18th-
Thurs. 19th 
Oct 

• Mid-Term Break. School closed for students. 

• School opens on Monday  23rd October 

Thurs. 
26/10/23 

• Pink Day for Breast Cancer Awareness. Stu-
dents may come dressed in pink (optional) 

Term 1 Ex-
ams 

• FS1-Y6 T1 exams from  Monday 4th to Thurs-
day 14th December. 

• Y9 Exams from Monday 27th November to 
Thursday 14th December. 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—
Monday 1st 
January 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Whole School News; SPEA Parent Trust Survey 

SPEA have requested us to share a survey with parents relating to Parent 
Trust in SPEA. Please would you take a few minutes of your valuable 
time to complete the survey. Many thanks. 

 

 

Please see use the following links and QR Code if needed:  

 

Arabic: 

https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/UfRvYK?lang=ar 

 

English: 

https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/UfRvYK 

 
QR Code: 

 
 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.zohopublic.com%2Fzs%2FUfRvYK%3Flang%3Dar&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cd6cb05a1b48f4a16cbdb08dbca449891%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638326168189055571%7CU
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.zohopublic.com%2Fzs%2FUfRvYK%3Flang%3Dar&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cd6cb05a1b48f4a16cbdb08dbca449891%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638326168189055571%7CU
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.zohopublic.com%2Fzs%2FUfRvYK&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cd6cb05a1b48f4a16cbdb08dbca449891%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638326168189055571%7CUnknown%7CTWF
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.zohopublic.com%2Fzs%2FUfRvYK&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cd6cb05a1b48f4a16cbdb08dbca449891%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638326168189055571%7CUnknown%7CTWF
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Whole School News; Online Leave Application Guide  

• Please note that, as per SPEA, it is not allowed to take more than 
30 days Leave in any one year, & this may affect the child’s being 
promoted.   

• Parents decide what is the ‘urgency/emergency’ that requires mid
-term leave from school, & school respects parents’ decision. 
However, on the system, leave would be ‘Approved’ for 4 reasons 
only; 1) the Medical Leave of the child, 2) Bereavement in the 
family, 3), Religious leave such as for Haj/Umrah & 4) Authority 
Appointment (such as for a Passport).  

• All the above must be supported by evidence. 

• Leave that is approved for the above 4 reasons would mean that 
Term Report grades would be based on Continuous Assessment 
in the case of missed exams 

• Student can take other leave, but it would be counted against the 
annual allocation of 30 days & 50% of Term Report grades would 
be lost for missed Term exams. 
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Whole School News; Online Leave Application Guide  
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Whole School News; WSS Participated in the Second 

International Forum for Arabic Teachers  

We are very proud to have been represented by our HOD MOE Subjects leader Mr. Osama at the Second International Fo-
rum for Arabic Teachers under the title ‘Roots and Innovation’ as an important international event. It was in the presence 
of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Al Qasims, Ruler of Sharjah - may God protect him. Under the care and supervision of 
the Sharjah Education Academy and in the presence of Dr. Muhadditha Al Hashimi, Mr. Ali Al Husaini, Ms. Rana Nazzal 
and Mr. Ziad Shatat (as well as educational experts and academics from various countries (Dr. Hanad Taha, Dr. Hedaya 
Ali, International Tests Consultant...etc.).  We had the honor of participating in the presentation a workshop entitled 
‘Learning Creatively’. 
 
Also, for the first time, the ‘Arabic Covenant’ was launched, which is a section for preserving the Arabic language. It was 
presented before His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi (where it will be circulated to all Sharjah schools), so we had the 
honor of preparing and participating with the ‘Teacher and Proud’ group. 
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Whole School News; Stretch & Challenge—Maths 

SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn’s Beacon Schools Project Workshop, 12/10/23! 

On 12/10/23, WSS hosted & led a Stretch & Challenge—Maths Workshop for 37 

Sharjah British Schools Maths leaders as part of  SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn’s Beacon 

Schools initiative. The session was led by WSS Maths leaders Ms. Sherin & Ms. 

Sasi. The workshop focused on the effective use of assessment data & building a 

culture of high expectations. There will be a follow-on session in November. We 

thank Ms. Lynn for her attendance & support of school development. 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

WSS Middle Leaders joined other Cluster MLT at a GEMS Leadership Conference on Saturday 7/10/23., where WSS VP 
Mr. Suj presented about ‘Reflection & Growth’. 



10 

 

Whole School News; Islamic Learning at WSS! 
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Whole School News; Islamic Learning at WSS! 
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Congratulations to Justin and 
Amy for their excellence & suc-
cess in the swimming champion-
ship! 

Whole School News; Islamic Activities at WSS! 

The Islamic calendar's third month is known as Rabi ul Awwal, a special month dedicated to honoring Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him).  
Our students engaged with various activities to commemorate this significant month. One notable project created by a Sec-
ondary student is a beautiful video that highlights the profound teachings and sayings of Prophet Muhammad (peace be up-
on him). To watch the video, check out the link: https://youtu.be/pd7xDY7Nz3A 
 
Thanks, Ms. Ashmabi for your guidance and preparation. 

WSS Superstar Champions! 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fpd7xDY7Nz3A&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C685a7dfa193f42a66c6d08dbcae84270%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638326871119762131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
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Whole School News 

The English subject team Ms. Ayesha Aslam, 
Ms. Syeda Rizvi and Ms. Lavita Fernandes 
attended a Networking MLL (Multilingual 
Language Leaners  Team meeting with Ms. 
Niamh Allen – Corporate Head of 
EAL.   last week. This is very relevant to 
WSS as we have almost all our students fall 
in this category & we will be working on 
updating our policies & procedures. 

Three Teachers from our sister school in Dubai, TWS, visited WSS on 
10/10/23 to look into our much admired & unique initiative for the personal-
isation of learning ‘Learning Menus’. They have been working closely with 
Ms. Sreeja to be trained in this area. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  

Thanks again to parents & 
students for all the kind, 
thoughtful gestures for Teach-
ers’ Day! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1S1, 11/10/23! 
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The Assembly theme was on the ‘Five Senses’. The children spoke very confidently & were super-cute! 
 
Thank you to all the dear parents who attended this week’s assemblies. 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2H2, 11/10/23! 
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Junior Section News; World Mental Health Day, 10/10/23! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 

FS2F1 with Ms. Sai Pooja 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

Y2F1 with Ms. Uzma and Ms. Askia  
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

We hosted a school programme for Y2 
sponsored by Lancor  in collaboration 
with Health Is My Wealth, Dubai Aca-
demic Health Corporation, Prime Medi-
cal, and Yes Full Circle. The session en-
couraged students to choose healthier 
foods, stay active, and champion the 
3Rs: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, for a 
greener UAE! Let's all take a step to-
wards a healthier future, starting with 
small, consistent actions. Together, we 
can make a big difference!  
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to swimming superstar Nabil Ehab 
(Y5F2) who achieved multiple champion’s trophies (2 
Gold +1 Silver) in a swimming competition at 
Hamdan Sports Complex on 8/10/23. 

Ms. Vandana  met our SPEA 
School Improvement Advisor 
(SIA) Ms. Lynn at the Sharjah 
English School Stretch & Chal-
lenge—English training session 
on 5/10/23. The session focus 
was on raising expectations & 
using assessment data to meet 
students’ individual needs. 
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Primary Section News; Student Leader Investiture, 10/10/23! 

Y5 Choir 
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Primary Section News; Student Leader Investiture, 10/10/23! 

Congratulations to all our 
new student leaders! We wish 
them every continuing success 
as they explore this new lead-
ership experience of service to 
their community & peers. 
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Primary Section News 

Fire-free sustainable, healthy 
cooking challenge with Syed 
Taha (Y5S2) and Syed Talha 
(Y3S1)  
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; A Sustainable Diet in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Literacy Week in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Mental Health & Wellbeing Week in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y5! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y5! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y6! 



45 

 

WSS Secondary Section Sporting Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Mukarram Sewak (Y12BF) who plays in the 
UAE U17 national cricket team!  
 
We are super proud of his fantastic sporting achievement & wish 
him every future success! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Sociology Club Award Winners  
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Ms. Ayesha Aslam met our SPEA School 
Improvement Advisor (SIA) Ms. Lynn at 
the Sharjah English School Stretch & 
Challenge—English training session on 
5/10/23. The session focus was on raising 
expectations & using assessment data to 
meet students’ individual needs. 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Class Leaders: our proud class 
leaders received their Class 
Leader badges. 

STAR STUDENTS: KS3 STAR 
STUDENTS who have demon-
strated good characteristic traits 
during their school hours re-
ceived special certificates. 
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Secondary Section News; World Mental Health Day, 10/10/23! 
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Secondary Section News: Student Leadership on Teachers’ Day, 5/10/23! 
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Secondary Section News: Student Leadership on Teachers’ Day, 5/10/23! 
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Secondary Section News: Home-School Partnership (PTM)! 

Many thanks to all parents who prioritized precious 
time to attend our Parent-Teacher Meetings (PTM) 
last week. This partnership is so important for sup-
porting your children on their learning journey & 
ensuring success. 

World Smile Day!  
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Secondary Section News; F&N Practical! 

Students with Ms. Ashia made Fatless Sponge Cakes (Whisking Method) with their personalized decorative inputs.  



54 

 

Secondary Section News; ESG & Investing Convention! 
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Our Y13 (A Level) Business students visited GEMS Winchester School Dubai on 2nd October to participate in the ESG & 
Investing Convention specifically designed for business students. During the convention, our students had the chance to in-
teract with students from other GEMS schools as well as business professionals. This experience allowed them to gain a deep-
er understanding of the practical aspects of business prospects and the environmental and social factors that should be taken 
into consideration by businesses. 

Secondary Section News 
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Teachers’ Day Celebration: Interactive and collaborative sessions held in KS3 classes by 
Sixth Form students on the occasion of World Teachers Day  

Power Club: There was a session held at WSS by a US-based company, Power Club, for 
our students. It was attended by more than 150 parents and students. The workshop by 
Power Club was held by a celebrity Ben Earl, a content writer for Marvel.  

Secondary Section News 
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Sixth Form students celebrated Internal Smile Day with WSS support staff 
to bring a smile on their face. The program was led by Ms. Ghousia, Sociol-
ogy club in charge. 

Students distributed ‘Thank you’ cards and a cookie box, to appreciate 
their hard work and dedication.  

Secondary Section News; International Smile Day! 
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Secondary Section News; International Smile Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Artistic Expression in Sociology! 

The Secondary Sociology Club had conducted an Artistic Expression competition in the month of October to highlight the 
important & real-life topics of Climate Change, Women’s Empowerment, Global Pandemics, Cyber bullying, and Online 
safety. Students expressed their ideas with the help of posters, paintings, and digital artwork. Ms. Valerie Thompson and 
Ms. Walaa appreciated the participants by judging the artistic pieces. Ms. Valerie said, “I was very impressed with the 
thoughtful contend & beautifully illustrated work.” 
 
The WINNERS are…. 
First prize- SONADIE  (Y12)  Second Prize- FATHIMA ZAHRA   (Y12)        Third Prize- INNAYA SIDDIQUI   (Y12)  

World Mental Health Day celebration: Students showed presenta-
tions and created awareness on the occasion of World Mental Health 


