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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #7 

 5th October, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Punctuality & Lost Learning 
Time 
Many thanks to all those parents 
who are ensuring that their chil-
dren arrive in school by 7:20am 

for Registration, so that they avoid missing learning 
time. This is so important for our student’ progress 
& attainment. However, we still have students arriv-
ing after 7:30am (the start of Lesson 1). This means 
they are missing valuable learning time, which adds 
up to a lot of missed learning over the year! Parents, 
please support your children to arrive in school daily 
by latest 7:20am. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 9th 
Oct. 

• Registration for September 2024 will open 
(Enrollment Assessments will start from Janu-
ary 2024 for the September). Places are limited, 
so if you want new admission sibling seats, we 
recommend that you Register early. 

Wed. 18th-
Thurs. 19th 
Oct 

• Mid-Term Break. School closed for students. 

• School opens on Monday  23rd October 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—
Monday 1st 
January 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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ities 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y9GH on ‘Integrity’ 

• Assembly Time with Y7BS on ‘Respect’ 

• Sociology Club Investiture, 4/10/23 
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Sharing IGCSE Study Tips 

• Student-Led Leadership Sessions 

• Student-Led Lesson, 5/10/23 
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For our children’s safety, please note p55 of your Parent Handbook (published on the website & accessible 
through the QR code on p3 of this Newsletter) & remind your children to avoid brining in the above items 
to school. Thank you. 

Whole School News 
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Leave applications for your children will now be online through your Parent Portal. 
Please note the student Leave Policy as published in your Parent Handbook, p43-46: 

Whole School News; Student Leave Policy 
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Whole School News; Student Leave Application Form (for more than 4-days) 

See p46 of your Parent Handbook) 
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Whole School News; Online Leave Application Parent Guide 
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Whole School News; Online Leave Application Parent Guide 
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Whole School News; Online Trip & ASP  Payment! 
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Whole School News;  Celebrating World Teachers’ Day, 5/10/23! 

Dear Parents & Students, we really appreciated the way 
you made Teachers’ Day on Thursday 5/10/23 so special,  
filled with kind, thoughtful messages, lots of love & treats. 
Your WSS Staff Team felt very special & appreciated. 
Thank you so much! 
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Whole School News;  Celebrating World Teachers’ Day, 5/10/23! 
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Whole School News;  Celebrating World Teachers’ Day, 5/10/23! 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 

WSS Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; CPD—Challenge & Questioning!  

Teachers joined Ms. Christine for an after-school CPD (training) session on 2/10/23 on ‘Challenge & Questioning’. Teachers 
reflected on their classroom practice & explored strategies to deepen skills through the application of Blooms Taxonomy. 

WSS Medical team attended a World Health Organisation (WHO) CPD session led by Dr. Sara ElFeky on establishing 
and  understanding the Health Promoting School (HPS) standards and requirements. The HPS Program is  an initiative lead 
by WHO, UNESCO and other organizations to make every school a health promoting school. In UAE, the HPS program is 
organized with the collaboration with the Supreme Council for Family Affairs (SCFA) in Sharjah and SPEA.    

The aim of the HPS is to invest in the leadership of school health, makes core budget allocation for health promotion in edu-
cation, promote health and wellbeing in the curriculum and teaching methods, training teachers and staff of all levels on stu-
dents’ development, health and wellbeing, & include health and wellbeing in each measure of success. 
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Happy Birthdays!

:) Loving the healthy fruit treat!  

Happy Birthday! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2S2, 5/10/23! 

Y2S2 lead a very 
confident & in-
formative Assem-
bly about healthy 
eating. They had 
learnt their lines so 
beautifully & used 
many ‘WOW!’ 
words. 
 
Many parents at-
tended - thank you! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1D2, 5/10/23! 

Y1D2’s super As-
sembly was about 
the 5 Senses. 
 
They shared their 
information so con-
fidently! 
 
Many parents at-
tended - thank you! 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News 

Y2 students enjoyed a ‘Health is my Wealth’ workshop on 4/10/23 
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Junior Section News 

Y2 students enjoyed a ‘Health is 
my Wealth’ workshop on 4/10/23 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 



24 

 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 



25 

 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Vocabulary Dress-up, 2/10/23! 
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Primary Section News; Vocabulary Dress-up, 2/10/23! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

KS3 Class 
Superstars! 

Y7B Class 
Superstars! 

Congratulations to Josh Franklin for winning the Digi-
tal Poster Competition! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GH on ‘Integrity’, 2/10/23! 

Y9GH led an important 
Assembly on Integrity. We 
reflected on which charac-
ter traits allowed us to be 
socially successful, develop 
trust between self & our 
peers & community, & 
help us to be respected 
through the most honest 
choices. 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y7BS on ‘Respect’, 3/10/23! 

Y7BS led a very well-prepared & important Assembly on ‘Respect’. We learnt about why 
Respect is important & how we can show respectful behaviours showing our good charac-
ter. We also reflected on some of the barriers to showing respect & how we can be mindful 
of our barriers & work on them. 
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Ms. Ghousia, Sociology Club in-charge said, “The sociology 
club is not just an ordinary club, it's a community dedicated to 
understanding the world around us through a sociological lens. 
Our club's mission is to explore and conduct successful events 
tied to contemporary social issues, by contributing to society by 
creating awareness and positive impact. We aim to foster a 
sense of empathy, critical thinking, and social awareness among 
our members.” 

Secondary Section News; Sociology Club Investiture, 4/10/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Mr. Franklin & Ms Sreeja shared a presentation about the Global 
Career Accelerator programme coming soon for Secondary stu-
dents. 

Ms. Saritha, 
Biology teach-
er, shared: 
A/S practicals 
help students to 
apply their the-
oretical 
knowledge in 
real life scenar-
ios. This devel-
ops skills 
which add val-
ue for the cho-
sen career path. 
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Secondary Section News; Preparing Students for their Future—Power Club! 

This week Secondary SLT ran a ‘Power Club’ session 
for Year 10 and 11 girls.  
 
The programme’s aim is to support Years 7-11 students 
to plan for the right career decisions and build an ex-
cellent profile aligned with their interests and strengths 
for top colleges/University application in the future. 
 

Year 13 students sharing strategies and tips for 
successful IGCSE exam preparation. 
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Student representatives elucidating on the responsibilities and functions of each student leader role. 

Secondary Section News; Student-led Leadership Session! 
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Umer Fakher (Y13) leading a class in Y8BS1 on 5/10/23 as part of a Teachers’ Day Special. Thank you Umer! 

Secondary Section News; Student-led Lesson, 5/10/23! 


