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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #7 

 23rd September, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Student ID Cards (For Old 
Bus Users) 
If your child was previously 
a Bus user, but is no longer 
using the bus, please be sure 
to submit a ‘Bus Discontinu-

ation Form’. Once tis has been submitted, BBT will 
be able to print your child a new ID card as OT. 
 
Locker Fees 
If your child has paid for a locker but has still not 
received a key, kindly check that you paid under 
the ‘Activities’ Header. If not, the amount will not 
reflect for a locker & needs to be paid again into the 
Activities header. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
2/12/24 & 
Tues. 
3/12/24 

• Possible school closure for UAE National Day 
holiday (TBC by the Authorities) 

Friday 
13/12/24 to 
Sunday 
5/1/25 

• Winter Break (3-weeks)  

• T1 Exams will be held during the 2 weeks before 
the Winter Break (exact dates TBC) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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WSS Superstar Champions; New Student Council Leaders! 

Following a thorough review of school outcomes in 2022-2023 against all the Inspection framework Performance Indicators 
(compiled in a comprehensive Self-Evaluation Form, or SEF), the WSS leadership team, along with 360⁰ consultation with a 
group of student leaders, FOW parents & staff, have identified the four following key priorities for our School Improvement 
Plan (SIP): 

1. To achieve consistency of challenge in a large majority of lessons for students, especially higher-attainers each term. 

2. To provide a dynamic and enriching extra-curricular activities (ECA) program throughout the academic year to en-
hance students’ personal development. 

3. To consistently provide effective feedback to enhance teaching and learning in most lessons across the school. 
4. To improve students’ punctuality with almost all students in class before the start of lesson 1. 

Secondary Girls Student Council Leaders 

Head Girl Mashal Afzal Malik Mohammad Afzal 

Deputy Head Girl Mridini Sur 

Head of 6th Form Carine Firas Jizdan 

Deputy Head of 6th Form Maymona Athar 

Secondary Boys Student Council Leaders 

Head Boy Abdul Aaiz Khan 

Deputy Head Boy Amir Ahmed Shawki Abdelhalim 

Head of 6th Form Tamim Mahmoud Hijazi 

Deputy Head of 6th Form Elie Bechaalany 

Primary Student Council Leaders 

Head Girl Hiba Binti Irfan 

Deputy Head Girl Abrish Naveed 

Head Boy Abdul Hadi 

Deputy Head Boy Shlok Bharatkumar 

Whole School News; WSS School Improvement Plan Targets  

for 2024-2025!
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Whole School News; FOW & Our T1 360⁰ Review, 23/9/24! 

Our lovely new Parent  
partners group, ‘Friends 
of WSS’ (FOW) met 
with the Principal & 
PRE on 23/9/24 to dis-
cuss T1 parent initia-
tives. Many thanks to 
our enthusiastic & dedi-
cated parent team for 
their time & contribu-
tion. We are looking 
forward to supporting 
our children’s learning 
experience even further.  

A group of FOW parents, student leaders & WSS staff met together to 
review our SEF & SIP targets along with SLT & VP Mr. Suj. Focus areas 
were  1) Challenge in the Classroom, 2) Attendance & Punctuality, 3) 
Teacher Marking & Feedback, 4)  ECS Programme. WWW & EBI points 
were shared for further discussion & action by SLT. 
 
Thank you very much to all who attended & shared your valuable insights. 
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Whole School News; Islamic Council’s Seerah Event, 25/9/24!

Thank you to the Islamic 
Team & the Islamic Stu-
dent Council for organis-
ing a very special aware-
ness event, a Sunnah 
Product Display & Gar-
den Marker. The event 
aimed to bridge Islam 
with climate action & 
healthy living. This event 
brought the Quran to life 
for the whole WSS com-
munity, as well as rein-
forcing our ‘Healthy 
Lifestyle’ policy. Thank 
you for this special event! 
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Whole School News; Islamic Council’s Seerah Event, 25/9/24!
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Whole School News; Islamic Council’s Seerah Event, 25/9/24!



9 

 

Whole School News; Islamic Council’s Seerah Event, 25/9/24!
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Whole School News; SPEA’s SPC (Sharjah Principals’ Council) 

Meeting, 24/9/24! 

The Principal Ms. Valerie attended an SPC meeting at SEA (Sharjah Education Academy) on 24/9/24, as part of the 14-
member Principal team selected/voted to represent Sharjah Principals & work closely with SPEA to support ongoing school 
operations & development. 

Whole School News; SPEA’s School Improvement Advisor 

(SIA) Ms. Lynn’s Beacon Schools CPD Initiative; A CPD 

Session at WSS with Ms. Christine, 25/9/24! 

WSS Learning Coach Ms. Christine led an interactive CPD session for around 25 staff from other Sharjah schools on 
25/9/24. The session was ‘Accelerating the Skills of New Teachers’ & aimed to support other school CPD leaders to design & 
deliver a strategic, cyclical & effective CPD programme. Thank you SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn for attending. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Values,  Kindness & Character! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Aynor (Y1D1) for winning 3rd prize in the inter-school Quran competition at Al Amanah School. We are 
very proud of all your hard work & thank parents for their ongoing support.  Special thanks to Mr. Abed for his dedication 
in helping her practice the Quranic verses so thoroughly. Also gratitude to both Mr. Issam and Mr. Abed for their excellent 
supervision of the students during the competition over their weekend. 
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A beautiful Arabic project on the letter ‘Taa’ by 
Haya (Y1)  

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

A WSS gymnastics superstar! We love your persever-
ance & focus! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2D1, 26/9/24! 

Y2D1 Taught us about ‘Feelings’. We learn that taking a 
deep breath if we are experiencing negative feelings can help 
us to feel more positive & control ourself. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1D1, 26/9/24! 

Y1 Taught us about ‘The 5 Senses’.  

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2D1, 26/9/24! 
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Junior Section News; FS1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Islamic Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to our Y4 
Class, Dojo & Reading 
Champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

A WSS Swimming Superstar Cham-
pion! We love your hard work & 
resilience! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 

The Y3 Radio Club theme 
was ‘Turning Dreams into 
Reality’. Advice included to 
believe in yourself, to work 
hard, practice & to have a 
long-term plan. The students 
presented so confidently & 
clearly—well done to our 3 
RJ superstars!! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BH, 25/9/24! 

Y6BH put on an amazing Assembly on 25/9/24 on the theme ‘Self-Discipline’. It was full of humour, important strategies to 
apply, innovative use of  IT (using the App Plicker to record plenary answers) & even parental engagement. Well done 
Y6BH & Mr. DHayanchand—it was a model of marvelous Assembly. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4D2, 25/9/24! 

Y4D2 put on a super Assembly on the theme ’Resilience’. We learnt that an open mindset, hard work, having a ’Plan B’, 
resisting distraction & never giving up helps us to achieve our long-term goals. 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement—Reading Week! 
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Primary Section News; Parent Engagement—Reading Week! 



45 

 

Primary Section News; Parent Engagement—Reading Week! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities! 

Y3F1 

Y3H1 
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Primary Section News; Y3S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section IGCSE Toppers Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section IGCSE Toppers Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Student Council Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions! 

KS3 Wellbeing Champions 

KS3 Creative activity Champions 
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WSS Secondary Section Art & Origami Superstar Champions! 

Thank you Ms. Maha. 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GD, 23/9/24! 

The Assembly theme was ‘Gratitude’, 
an important contributor to our well-
being. Choosing to ‘count our bless-
ings’ or have a Gratitude Journal, can 
impact positively on how we feel about 
& manage life experiences. 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BF1, 24/9/24! 

The Assembly theme was Environmental Resilience, a hot topic. As one of the boys quoted, “This is the first generation to be 
impacted critically by Climate Change, & the last generation who can make a difference.” 
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Secondary Section News; WSS ‘Entrepreneur Express’ 

Competition, 23/9/24! 

The WSS Business 
Club organized & led 
a ‘link to life’ competi-
tion called Entrepre-
neur Express on 
23/9/24. Groups of 
Business students pre-
sented their business 
idea to a panel of 
judges. 
 
Competition was 
fierce & there were 
some really creative 
product ideas. 
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Secondary Section News; WSS ‘Business Club Report! 
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Secondary Section News; Y7 International World Peace Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 International World Peace Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 International World Peace Day! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning Activities! 



68 

 

Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News 


