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Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie 

Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Confidence Without 
Cosmetics 
As our students grow 
up, it is natural for 
them to explore more 
adult dress, fashion & 
habits. However, 
school is a conservative 

environment & is not the place for this. Please re-
mind your teenagers to maintain professional 
standard uniform, & avoid makeup, nail polish, 
jewelry & short skirts. Dress in school should al-
ways be understated & modest—our girls are beau-
tiful inside & out, & do not need makeup for sus-
tainable confidence. Thank you. 
 
Children’s Safety & Carpark Etiquette  
For our children’s & community safety & conven-
ience in the carpark, please park safely in designat-
ed carparking spaces only. Thank you. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 
School Timings & Protecting Learning Time 
School timings are 6:45am-1:30pm. Lesson one starts promptly at 
7am. OT parents, please ensure that you children arrive in school by 
latest 6:45am. Missed learning time will definitely negatively impact 
grades & disrupts lessons. 

 GEMS WESTMINSTER WEEKLY  
             Newsletter  Issue #6 

                                                                                       24th September, 2026 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 
1/10/26 

• 2:30-4:30pm (TBC); Parent-Teacher Meet & 
Greet to meet your child’s teachers 

• 1/2 day for students who will finish at 12:30pm 
on this day. 

Monday 5th 
October 

• WSS celebrates World Teachers’ Day 

• Students are invited to  share  their appreciation 
for their teachers in heartfelt ways (optional) 

Monday 
14/12/26 to 
Sunday 
3/1/27 

• Winter Break for students & Teachers. 

• Students return on Monday 4/1/27 

• 8:30am-1:30pm; Cashier open Saturday 2/1/26 
for T2 Fee payment 

Healthy Eating Week; this aligns with Beyond 100 ‘Nourish Tuesdays’ 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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WSS News; International Day of Peace, 21/9/26!
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Family First—Appreciating Family, Letter-Writing!
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Family First—Celebrating Onam as a Family!
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WSS News; Parent Voice!
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WSS News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Arab Student Hackathon Participation at GCS, 22/9/26!
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This week, students across the GEMS Network participated in Week 2 of BEYOND100, our Health and Longevity Pro-
gramme. Through the themes of Move, Nourish, Think, Rest and Align, students explored practical, evidence-based habits 
that support their health, wellbeing and future quality of life. 

• Move – building healthy movement habits and understanding the importance of physical activity. 

• Nourish – developing a positive, informed and mindful approach to food and nutrition. 

• Think – building resilience, self-awareness and the ability to manage thoughts and emotions. 

• Rest – understanding the importance of sleep, recovery and balance. 

Align – connecting learning at school with reflection and shared activities at home. 

 

Align: Bringing BEYOND100 Home 

As part of this week's Align activity, we encourage you to continue the conversation at home. 

  

Try It Together: Share a meal with your family with screens put away. Ask everyone, “ What was the best part of your 
day?” 

  

BEYOND100 is built on the belief that small, consistent habits can make a lasting difference. Align helps connect learning at 
school with everyday life, creating opportunities for families to reflect, connect and support lifelong wellbeing together.  

WSS News; Beyond 100 (B100)! 
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WSS News; Beyond 100 (B100)! 

Nourish Monday—colourful healthy food choices! Well done Kinda!  
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WSS News; Beyond 100 (B100)! 

Zidan’s Healthy Plates  
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WSS News; Beyond 100 (B100)! 
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WSS News; Beyond 100 (B100)! 

Anaba Khalid (Y3 D1) with the 

fruit trays she prepared to celebrate 

Healthy Eating Week alongside her 

classmates and friends. 
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WSS Superstar PISA Champions!

WSS continues to SPARKLE!! We are very proud to share that WSS achieved significantly higher results in the  2025 PISA 
Benchmarking  Y9-Y10 assessments than the OECD world average. & higher than our previous PISA achievement Congrat-
ulations students, parents & Teachers! 
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WSS Superstar PISA Champions Awards Ceremony, 24/9/26!

The Principal Ms. Valerie was proud to receive a special award from SPEA Director General HE Mr. Ali Hosani  & Direc-
tor of the Educational Affairs Mr. Abdullah Al Marzouqi on behalf of the WSS Team, for our ‘Higher than OECD Averages 
for all 3 categories (Maths, Science & Reading)’ in the 2025 World PISA Assessments for Y9-Y10.  
 
The Principal also received an award along with the other Sharjah Principals’ Council members for their contribution to 
SPEA-Principal Interface in 2025-2026. We thank SPEA for their continuing commitment to ongoing school improvement & 

Sharjah Principals’ Council 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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WSS News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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WSS News; Teachers’ Continuing Professional Development (CPD)! 

Dr. Osama, Ms. Mukhsana & the MOE Team attended the Arabic & Islamic Teaching & Learning Conference at WIN 
school on Saturday 19/9/26. This was a great opportunity to Network with colleagues from across the Cluster & to share ex-
pertise. 
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WSS News; Teachers’ Continuing Professional Development (CPD)! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

‘Take Home Teddy winner. 

Happy Birthdays!



22 

 

Junior Section News; Build a Library at Home!

Reading is so important, but also can be a lot of fun! We 
encourage our families to have a regular story-reading habit 
(such as before bed time), & for parents to model reading 
books in front of their children. A rich literary diet im-
proves academics, creativity & focus! 
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Junior Section News; FS Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS & Y1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News!

‘For the love of the UAE’ 

Ms. Shamail was proud to share 
that Safwan did such a great job 
with the Reading Challenge! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Y5 BAG Awardee Champions! 

Y5 Century Tech (Reading) Super-
star Champions!! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Y3 BAG Awardee Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Have Your Own Library!

Reading is one of the most useful & critical life skills that we 

learn! Let’s join together to promote literacy (especially 

reading) both in school & at home.  
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Primary Section News; Have Your Own Library!
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Primary Section News; Y6 & Y4 Arabic SST Activity!

With Ms. Salwa 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5F1, 23/9/26, 

Theme—Respect & Kindness!

Y5F1 presented a wonderful, confi-

dent & well-practiced Assembly 

linked to this month’s Leadership 

GEMStone, Sapphire, which repre-

sents respect. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3D1, 23/9/26, 

Theme— ‘Stand up, Speak up—Respect & Kindness!’

Y3D1 presented a super-cute & well-practiced Assembly linked to this 

month’s Leadership GEMStone, Sapphire, which represents respect. 

They also focused on developing personal confidence & character, encour-

aging their friends to ‘Stand up, Speak out’ for respect & kindness. 

 

Huge thanks to all the parents who attended Assemblies & events this 

week. Your attendance & support are much appreciated by your children 

& us too! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4D2  

Literacy Week with Roald Dahl & Respect!

Creativity Through Art With Ms. Surbhi!
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Creativity Through Art With Ms. Surbhi!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities!

Eating through the colours—being extra healthy! Thank you Haya. 

Movie Day on 24/9/26 was great fun! 
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Exam Board Topper; WSS Superstar Champions!
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Exam Board Topper; WSS Superstar Champions!
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Yalla School Amazing School Awards; WSS Superstar Champions!

 

Many thanks to Ms. Swarupa & Ms. Sherin for supporting & attending this prestigious awards event to celebrate 
our superstar Board exam achievers for 2025-2026. 
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Yalla School Amazing School Awards; WSS Superstar Champions!

 

Many thanks to Ms. Swarupa & Ms. Sherin for supporting & attending this prestigious awards event to celebrate 
our superstar Board exam achievers for 2025-2026. 
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Yalla School Amazing School Awards; WSS Superstar Champions!

Special Yalla Amazing School awards for our Interna-
tional Board Exam Toppers this year for their exceptional 
achievement. Thank you Ms. Swarupa & Ms. Sherin for 
organizing nomination. 
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WSS Teacher Superstar Champions!
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WSS News; Family First KS3 Breakfast Event, Saturday 

18/9/26!
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WSS News; Family First KS3 Breakfast Event, Saturday 

18/9/26!
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WSS News; Family First KS3 Breakfast Event, Saturday 

18/9/26!
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Secondary Section News; Science Club Inauguration, 23/9/26!
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Secondary Section News; Arabic Assembly Time with KS3 Girls, 

21/9/26!

The Audience really en-
joyed this Arabic Assem-
bly. We had a feast of 
B100-aligned skits on 
healthy eating & reduc-
ing screen time, as well 
as a lively drama retell-
ing the story of Aladdin. 
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Secondary Section News; Arabic Assemblies, 21 & 22/9/26!
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Secondary Section News; Arabic Assembly, 22/9/26!

The Audience really en-
joyed this Arabic Assem-
bly. We had a feast of 
B100-aligned, as well as a 
lively drama retelling the 
story of Aladdin. 



67 

 

Secondary Section News; Arabic Assembly, 21 & 22/9/26!
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Secondary Section News; Civil Defense Fire Drill, 22/9/26!

The Civil Defense Inspector was very pleased with our smooth, timely evacuation drill. The students & staff did a great job! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Boys—Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Girls—Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS5—Leadership & Learning!
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Secondary Section News; KS5—Self-Confidence!
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Secondary Section News; KS5—Leadership & Learning!


