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Approval Form’ so you can sign your approval. For their safety, stu-
dents will not be allowed to exit school alone without one. Thank you. 

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #6 

 29th September, 2022 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
Mask-Wearing 
Mask-wearing in school is now 
optional. However, as per Au-
thority requirements, Mask-
wearing on the bus is still re-
quired. Thank you for all your 

support with this throughout the last few years! 
Exiting School Alone 
Your child’s safety is a priority. Students are not al-
lowed to exit school alone without an approved adult. 
However, if you want your child to exit school alone 
please meet PRE for an ‘Unaccompanied Exit 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Wed. 26th 
Oct & Thurs. 
27th Oct. 

• School closed for Mid-Term Break.  

• School resumes on Monday 31st Oct. as usual 

Mon. 12th 
Dec. to Sun-
day 1st Jan. 
2023 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School resumes for T2 on Monday 2nd January, 
2023. Please note that T2 school fees are due. 
Thanks you. 
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Whole School News; Parent Partners’ School Review Meeting, 27/9/22! 

Many thanks to our 13 positive parents who joined the Principal, PRE & VP at WSS on 27/9/22, looking into WWW (What 
Went Well) & ‘Next Steps’ relating to the 6 Performance Standards of the UAE Inspection Framework. Their contribution 
gave critical parent insights to input into our Self-Evaluation Form (SEF) & School Improvement Plan (SIP) ready for school 
improvement & our next Inspection due in October. 
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Whole School News; SPEA IRV Report, June 2022! 

SPEA conducted school inspections called Improvement Review Visits (IRV) in May-June 2022. These looked at two out of 
the six Inspection Framework Performance Standards, PS3 (Teaching & Assessment) and PS6 (Leadership & Management). 
This was to  help prepare schools for this round of full inspection Reviews starting from October 2022. We are now gearing 
up for the full inspection Review coming shortly. 
 
WSS was very encouraged to receive an overall judgement of ‘Good’ for it’s IRV in June. Please note the key findings below, 
FYI: 
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Whole School News; SPEA IRV Report, June 2022! 
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Whole School News; SPEA IRV Report, June 2022! 
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Whole School News 
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Whole School News 

WSS has a bespoke & comprehen-
sive CPD (Continuing Professional 
Development) programme to sup-
port the ongoing learning & deep-
ening of expertise of our team. 
Here is the F2F Teachers’ CPD led 
by our Learning Coach Dr. Lisa on 
21/9/22. The Agenda was on devel-
oping Critical Thinking Skills. 
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

 

Congratulations to Minha Mustanser and Theo Ross Tian (Y1D2) for writing creatively using the 
diagrapgh ‘ai’ in their original stories. Thanks to Ms. Sadiqa And Ms Fozia for a creative, well-
planned lesson that allowed student creativity to come alive. 

 

 

Congratulations to Ms. Manju & Ms. Neha for winning Star Teacher prizes 
last week. They were awarded for excellent practice by our Teaching & 
Learning Coach, Dr. Lisa. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Junior Superstars of the Week 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Anas Rashad (Y6 
-place in the Inter stBD) who won 1

School Quran Memorization 
competition in TWS, Dubai. Thanks to 
Ms. Mukhsana who accompanied him 
over the weekend. 



13 

 

Junior Section News; Take Teddy Home! 

Our little class superstars get to ‘Take home Teddy’ & 
write a journal about their weekend experience with their 
class Teddy. Awesome! 

Taking Teddy Home—two class superstars are recognised 

for their super behaviour this week. Well done! 



14 

 

WSS Recycling, Environmental Superstar Champions! 

Thank you Teachers for setting the example 
of recycling your plastic water bottles to help 
save the environment! 

Thank you to Ahmed 
Hossam for sharing this 
book recommendation 
with the Principal, & 
highly recommending it 
for his peers.  

 
The author shares 
practical strategies to 
make small changes in 
our behaviour that can 
help us to develop good 
habits & break bad habits 
to improve our chances of 
success. 
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Junior Section News; Our Very First Assembly led by Y1D1, 29/9/22! 

The Assembly 
theme was about 
facial body parts 
& their role. Stu-
dents were won-
derfully confident 
as they explained 
their part, & en-
tertained us with a 
lovely dance too. 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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FS2D1 with Ms. Nikhat 

Junior Section News; Something New with FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Something New with FS2! 
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Junior Section News 

FS2H1 with Ms. Maria 

With Ms. Beena 
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Junior Section News 

Y2H1 with Ms. Sonia M. 

Y2H2 with Ms.  Dalal 

Y2H2 with Ms.  Dalal did some super creative & draw-
ing work about Oushi the rabbit. 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Geraldine & Ms. Nadya 
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Primary Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 28/9/22! 

Providing a range of leadership & 
character-development opportunities 
& experiences is an integral part of 
our learning programme. Joining the 
Student Leadership Team is one way 
for students to develop their personal 
leadership skills & to deepen their 
sense of responsibility & community 
service. Roles include leading Arabic, 
Digital, Environment, Head/Deputy 
Head, Healthy Lifestyle,  House Cap-
tains/Vice Captains,  Innovation, Mor-
al Education & Uniform. We wish our 
new leaders every success! 
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Primary Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 28/9/22! 
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Primary Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 28/9/22! 
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Primary Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 28/9/22! 
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Thank you to Syed Taha Ahmed (Y4S2) & Syed Talha (Y2S2) for 
sharing their super cute video on applying everyday Arabic phrases  
to real life. Well done for your confident role play! 

Primary Section News 

Leaders are not born, they are nurtured & developed through lead-
ership experiences, & through a range of opportunities to challenge 
themselves & to be challenged by the environment around them. 
Here we have our newly elected Primary student leaders reflecting 
on what leadership means to them (service, kindness, support). 
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Primary Section News; Radio Club! 

This is a wonderful new initiative, where students share weekly top tips, such as about environmental issues (tips to RRR & 
make a positive difference, such as taking your own re-useable shopping bags when shopping, bring a re-useable water bottle 
to school & plastic recycling at WSS) with Primary Section classes through presenting a TEAMS ‘Radio’ Club. 

Y3D2 watching their friend’s Radio Club Broadcast on Thursday 29/9/22 with Ms. Lissy. 
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Primary Section News 

Y5H1 with Ms. Anju 
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Primary Section News; Healthy Lifestyle! 

The ‘P’ in our new 
PERMAH Wellbeing 
Framework stands for 
‘Health’. Here we have 
Y4F2 & Ms. Saranya pro-
moting a healthy lifestyle 
through a healthy eating 
activity. 
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Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News 

With Mr. Arvie 
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Primary Section News 

With Ms. Anju  
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Primary Section News; Amazing Art! 

With Ms. Deepthy & Ms. Surbhi 
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Primary Section News 

With Ms. Lakshmi 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 27/9/22 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 27/9/22 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 27/9/22 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 27/9/22 

Head Boy 

Head Girl 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 27/9/22 



40 

 

Secondary Section News: Assembly Time with Y9GF! 

With Ms. Deepthi 
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Secondary Section News: World Peace Day! 
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Secondary Section News: GEMS for Life! 
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Secondary Section News; Preparing Students for Their Future! 
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Secondary Section News; Reflections for World Peace Day! 

With Ms. Susan 
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Secondary Section News; Reflections for World Peace Day! 

With Ms. Susan 



46 

 

Enjoying being gastronomically creative in our fantastic, newly upgraded 
Food & Nutrition Lab. 

Secondary Section News; Practical Lab Time is Back! 

With Ms. Sreedevi M. 


