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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #5 

 21st September, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Positive Teamwork—PTM 
We know that our children do 
best when they have a positive 
team around them, & when 
they are actively engaged part-
ners in this team. We want to 

ensure that the WSS team of students, parents & 
staff  becomes even stronger, more knowledgeable & 
more effective. We are committed to continuing to 
build supportive, positive relationships with our valu-
able parents, who are so important in ensuring the 
success of our children, both academically & socially. 
We are looking forward to meeting you over the next 
week at our Parent-Teacher meetings (PTM) to facili-
tate effective home-school teamwork. Thank you for 
your ongoing support & for attending PTM. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Week of 
25th-27th 
September 

• Meet your child’s Teacher; home-school Teach-
er ‘Meet-&-Greet meetings. Details shared by 
the Teacher.  

Thurs. 28th 
Sept 

• School probably closed for the Prophet’s 
(PBUH) Birthday (TBC by Authorities) 

Mon. 2nd 
Oct. 

• Registration for September 2024 will open 
(Enrollment Assessments will start from Janu-
ary 2024 for the September). Places are limited, 
so if you want new admission sibling seats, we 
recommend that you Register early. 

Wed. 18th-
Thurs. 19th 
Oct 

• Mid-Term Break. School closed for students. 

• School opens on Monday  23rd October 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—
Monday 1st 
January 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Dates for Your Diary, general notices 

 
3 

Contents 

• Contents Table 
 

 
4 
4 
5 
6 
6 
 
7-9 
10 
10-11 
12 
 

Whole School News 

• Storyboard Top Tips; Random Acts of Kindness  

• Taking Photos & Videos in school 

• E-Waste Competition 
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• Staff Celebrating International World Peace Day 

• Text Book Lists FS1-Y9 

• WSS Superstar Champions  
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• Primary Section Superstar Champions;Y3 & Y4 Class Champions 
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• Assembly Time with Y6BS, 20/9/23 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions—the new Student Lead-
ership Team 

• Star Students 

• Assembly Time with Y9GD1. Theme: Motivation! 

• Assembly with Y9BD1. Theme: Deforestation & Climate Change 

• October-November Exam Series Briefing Session, 18/9/23 

• Preparing for the Future—the Sixth Form Passport Programme & 
study opportunities at the Canadian University, Cairo campus 

• AI-Based Personalisation of Learning  

• The Leadership of Learning  

• Celebrating the International Day of Peace, 21/9/23 

• CAT4 Assessments 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 

Taking Videos & Photos in School 
 
While we understand that parents value & enjoy taking videos & photos of 
their child in school (such as the class Assembly, Sports Day etc), & we fill 
our weekly Newsletter with cute pictures of children’s learning activities, 
parents are requested to be mindful that it is illegal & totally unacceptable to 
take or share photos & videos of other people without their permission. 
 
Do please avoid taking or sharing on SM any photos of children, parents or 
staff without thier permission. Thank you. 
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Environment & E-Waste Recycling Superstar Champions! 

Our school, alongside all GEMS schools, will be participating in 
the UAE’s Largest E-Waste Collection Drive with the aim of col-
lecting a total of 15 tonnes of e-waste! Bring your e-waste to the 
dedicated bin at school (next to Gate 1) between 18-22 September. 
Contribute to win prizes! To learn more, visit: https://bit.ly/
ewastec 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fewastec&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C806a59feb5a842af4a4208dbb5d50fb9%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638303699052825383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fewastec&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C806a59feb5a842af4a4208dbb5d50fb9%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638303699052825383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC
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Whole School News; Teacher CPD! 

HOD MOE Subjects Mr. Osama along with some 
team members attended an Arabic Teaching & 
Learning Conference at WIN on Saturday 16/9/23. 

The WSS Team celebrating World Peace 
Day, 21/9/23. 
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Whole School News; FS1-Y3 Text Books 
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Whole School News; Y4-Y7 Text Books 
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Whole School News; Y8-Y9 Text Books 

Children & Money in School 
 
We want to move to a more professional system for dealing with cash, & reduce the chances of money getting lost in school. 
So this year we are moving to 100% online trip & Activity payments. Teachers will no longer be collecting cash from chil-
dren this year. Parents are requested to pay for Trips & Activities online through their Parent Portal. Babysitting can be 
paid at the Cashier. 
 
Parents facing online issues & are unable to access their online Parents Portal, may visit the Cashier to make payments.  
 
Please note that the Accounts team will need one working week to process money to be taken to the venue pay for trips & 
activities, therefore the deadline for parents to pay for any trip or activity will be one week prior to the trip/activity date.  
Late payments may mean that the child is unable to attend.  All these details will be included in the Trip/Activity letters 
FYI. Thank you. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Environment & E-Waste Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Happy Birthdays!

Celebrating the week’s Birthdays in Primary Assembly 

We love to see 

healthy fruit 

treats for 

sharing in class 

for a birthday 

treat (avoiding 

junk food is 

best!). Thank 

you dear par-

ents for sup-

porting our 

‘Healthy Life-

style’ policy! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Orange Day, 18/9/23!
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Junior Section News; Green Day, 19/9/23!

Junior Section News; Purple Day, 20/9/23!
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Junior Section News 

Thank you to Malek 
Ramy for sharing your 
super-cute video on 
naming the body parts. 
It was awesome! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 



23 

 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y3 Class  Champions 

Y4 Class  Champions 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4F1, 20/9/23! 

An impressive Assembly by Y4F1. They all performed well. 
The important theme was ‘Achieving your Goals’ 

Song by Y4H2 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BS, 20/9/23! 

A very well-prepared As-
sembly by Y6BS. The im-
portant theme related to 
Literacy & Reading, & 
was about Roald Dahl., 
one of the world's favour-
ite authors of children’s 
books. 
 
Thank you to all the par-
ents who took time out of 
their busy schedule to 
attend. 
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Primary Section News; Harnessing AI for  Personalised Learning! 

Here we see Secondary students engaging with their 
new Century Tech. App. This is an AI-based adap-
tive learning platform to support students’ person-
alised learning to achieve even better in English, 
Maths & Science. We are very excited to be em-
barking on this next phase of educational resourc-
ing. 



32 

 

Primary Section News; Student Voice (Letterbox)! 

Muhammad Moosa (Y3D1) shared his 
wonderful project representing the 
UAE in the past and modern times.  

Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3! 

Y3S1 with Ms. Saranya 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y5! 
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WSS Secondary Section Student Leadership Team! 
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WSS Secondary Section Student Leadership Team! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

KS3 Class Star Student Superstars  

Y9B Class Superstar Champions  
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Secondary Section News’ Assembly Time with Y9GD1, 18/9/23! 

Theme; Motivation! 
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Secondary Section News’ Assembly Time with Y9BD1, 19/9/23! 

Theme; Deforestation & Climate Change 

The Y9B students presented an excellent assem-
bly. The message was important, it was well-
rehearsed & had a range of items—well done! 
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Secondary Section News; October-November Exam Series Briefing Session! 

Applicable students &  parents attended an important October-November exam series briefing session on 18/9/23.  The Agen-
da of the session was to explain the process of the October/November exam series, Equivalency requirements and the im-
portance of independent learning and critical thinking skills for success. We wish all our students every success with their 
forthcoming exams. 
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form—Preparing for Their Future, 19/9/23! 

Representatives from the University of Canada in Egypt interacted with Sixth Form students to talk about opportunities at 
their hosted Canadian university - University of Prince Edward Island (UPEI) Cairo campus. 
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Secondary Section News; Preparing for the Future—the Sixth Form Passport Programme!

An important & valuable part of our Sixth Form provision to prepare students for their future revolves around community 
service through the Passport Programme. Students volunteer for leadership, community service & professional skills devel-
opment opportunities throughout the year & earn ‘hours’ that go towards their school Good Conduct Certificate for univer-
sity application. Last year several students were offered good places at university on the basis of thier evidence of community 
service! 
 
These pictures are from Economics Mentoring session by Carine AS student for Y11 girls.  Carine (Y12) showed unwavering 
commitment to her Y11peers by exemplifying the collaborative spirit of guidance, & by being an invaluable inspiration to 
the young economics students around her, radiating confidence. 
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Secondary Section News; AI-Based Personalisation of Learning! 

Here we see the Secondary Maths Team at-
tending a workshop on Century Tech. This 
is a new AI-based adaptive learning plat-
form to support students’ personalised 
learning to achieve even better in English, 
Maths & Science. We are very excited to be 
embarking on this next phase of educational 
resourcing. 

Secondary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Leadership of Learning! 

Leadership of learning; student-led lessons that featured independent learning and research. 

Secondary Section News; Celebrating the International Day of Peace, 21/9/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating the International Day of Peace, 21/9/23! 
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Secondary Section News; CAT4 Assessments, 21/9/23! 

CAT4 results are used by the Teachers for their 
lesson Planning, to ensure that tasks are pre-
pared to add challenge & support to individual 
students. 


