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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #5 

 18th September, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
T1 ECA Programme 
Over 100 students have al-
ready signed up for the T1 
ECA (Extra-Curricular 
Activity) programme. We 
are looking forward  to a 
fun-filled, skills-based & 
engaging programme 
ahead. There a few places 

left—please sign up online ASAP to get involved & 
avoid disappointment! 
 
Student Safeguarding—Parent IDs 
For our children’s safeguarding, Security must 
monitor who comes into school. Thank you to most 
of our dear parents who are wearing the parent ID 
card to enter school everyday. If you do not yet 
have your ID card, do please ensure that both par-
ents’ photos are uploaded on the system & contact 
the BBT office. Thank you. 
 
PTM on Thursday 25/9/25, 2-5pm 
We are looking forward to welcoming you all next 
Thursday for our first ‘Meet & Greet’ Parent 
Teacher Meeting (PTM). This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity to meet your child’s teachers, get an update 
on how your child is settling into the new academic 
year, & to start building positive partnerships with 
your teachers that will support your child through-
out the year. Please note that due to large numbers 
of parents, a time of 5-7 minutes is allocated per 
child. You are most welcome to make a follow-up  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
appointment for another day if you require additional discussion 
time with a teacher. We recommend that you come early to avoid the 
crowds. Thank you. 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
22/9/25 

• WSS celebrates World Peace Day. Children may 
come dressed in white (optional) 

Thursday 
25/9/25 
2-5pm 

• FS1-Y13 Parent-Teacher ‘Meet & Greet’ meet-
ing. (PTM) Come & meet your child’s teachers!  

• All students  to go home at 12pm 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1 (T1 exams will run until 4/12/25,  
from approximately 2 weeks prior) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone 
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• WSS Superstar Champions & Environmental & Sustainability 
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• KS5 Leadership & Learning 
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Whole School News; ‘What the UAE Means to me’ Writing 

Competition’, November 2025 Deadline! 
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Whole School News; ‘What the UAE Means to me’ Writing 

Competition’, 16/9/25! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD—The Annual MOE Subjects 

Conference, Held at WIN Dubai, 13/9/25! 

The WIN Annual MOE Subjects Conference has become an integral & im-
portant part of our teacher training annual calendar.  WSS MOE teachers joined 
the Principal Ms. Valerie, VP Mr. Suj & Cluster Principals & colleagues to at-
tend useful training sessions aimed at raising standards of Arabic & Islamic 
across the schools. WSS HOD MOE presented one of the sessions on the theme 
‘Common Challenges In the Classroom & How to Avoid Them’. The conference 
was attended by KHDA dignitaries & the guest speaker was Dr. Hunada, Advi-
sor to the General Director, SPEA. 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Thanks to Ms. Sameena who led a Primary CPD session on 15/9/25 on the use of Data. The effective collection & use of data 
underpins curriculum adaptation & the personalisation of learning for our children. The use of adaptive AI for this can be 
highly effective. 

Thanks to Ms. Seems & Mr. Franklin for their CPD session on 17/9/25 related to the ‘Leadership GEMStone Moonstone; 
Reflective Leadership’  
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Whole School News; Week 1 ECA Report! 

Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 
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Whole School News; Family First Letter Writing! 
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Whole School News; Family First Letter Writing! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Thank you Sila & Saif for the beau-
tiful welcome back flowers. Such a 
kind thought! 

Whole School News; Values,  Kindness & Character! 

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Colours Week! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities (General)! 
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Junior Section News; FS1H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; ECA Report! 
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WSS Primary Section Y4 Superstar Champions of the Week! 

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Y6 Superstar Champions of the Week! 
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Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6GS, 17/9/25! 

Y6GS students celebrated literacy 
through Roald Dahl week. They enact-
ed scenes from many of his most popu-
lar children’s stories for our enjoy-
ment. Thank you! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4F, 17/9/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities! 



35 

 

Primary Section News; Y3 Arabic Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News;  Y4 Arabic Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Arabic & Y4S1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4F2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4 & Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Hackathon Champions! 

Primary Section News; Y5S2 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assembly -Wellbeing Week & ‘Be 

a GEM’ Programme Guest Speaker, 15/9/25 & 16/9/25! 

Huge thanks to guest speakers Ms. Anu Margaret (above) & Dr. Lakshmi Vipin (below) for joining 
the KS3 Assemblies this week to share their thoughts about Wellbeing, the development of the 
teenage brain & Respect. These themes align perfectly to our new ‘Be a GEM’ programme aimed 
at supporting the holistic character development of our students. 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assembly -Wellbeing Week  

Programme Guest Speaker, 15/9/25! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assembly -Wellbeing Week & 

Programme Guest Speaker, 15/9/25! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assembly -‘Be a GEM’ 

Programme Guest Speaker, 16/9/25! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assembly -‘Be a GEM’ 

Programme Guest Speaker, 16/9/25! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Carers Counseling Session!  
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Carers Counseling Sessions!  
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning 

‘Be a GEM’  Introductory Session! 
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Secondary Section News; Exam Guidance Session for Y11! 
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Secondary Section News; Leadership & Learning in KS5! 
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Secondary Section News; Leadership & Learning in KS5! 


