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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #4 

 14th September, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Ties, Scarves & ID Cards 
we are training our students 
to become successful busi-
ness people, with smart, pro-
fessional dress. Please help 
your child to remember to 
wear their tie/scarf/ID to 

school daily. If you need to buy one, please send 
AED27 (tie)/AED31.50 (scarf)/AED25 (ID) with your 
child to buy from the school Bookstore/BBT Office. 
Many thanks for your support. 

Chewing Gum 
Many of us love gum, but it’s 
too sticky for school. Please 
remind your children to avoid 
bringing gum to school. Thank 
you. 
 
Birthday Treats 
Our children love cake, 
sweets, chips & chocolate, 
however these are hyper foods 
& are not healthy. If you wish 
to send a Birthday treat to 
school for your child to share 
with friends, please send a 
healthy fruit basket or fruit 
kebabs. Let’s help our chil-
dren to make healthy choices! 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Week of 
25th-28th 
September 

• Meet your child’s Teacher; home-school Teach-
er ‘Meet-&-Greet meetings. Details to follow.  

Wed. 18th-
Thurs. 19th 
Oct 

• Mid-Term Break. School closed for students. 

• School opens on Monday  23rd October 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—
Monday 1st 
January 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Beautifully labeled 
personal items, 
thank you. Now, if 
something gets mis-
placed, we can send 
it back to the owner. 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; general notices 
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12 
 

Whole School News 

• SPEA’s ‘Donate to Learn’ Charity Initiative (optional) 

• Independent Exit Facility 

• SPEA’s Reading Survey (optional) 

• Century Tech CPD 

• SPEA Principals’ Meeting, 11/9/23 & CPD Lesson Observations 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Bus Code of Conduct, 2)  Reading 
Aloud 

• 5* Positive School Review & ID Badge Notice 

• Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions (Plastic bottles & 
E-Waste) 

• Happy Birthdays 
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14 
 

15 
16 
17-18 
19-21 
 

22-26 
 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Learning PE Skills  

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Learning Activities in FS1 

• Learning Activities in FS2 

• Learning Activities in Y1 

• Learning Activities in Y2 

 
27-28 
28 
29 
30-31 
 

32-34 

Primary Section News 

• The First Primary Assemblies, 13/9/23 

• Y5 Radio Club, 14/9/23 

• Literacy Week 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y5 Learning Activities 
 

  
35—38 
38 
39 

 
40 
 
41 
42-43 
 

Secondary Section News 

• The new Student Leadership Team 

• Food & Nutrition 

• Our First Assembly, 11/9/23. Agenda; Equality of Provision & 
Opportunity for all. 

• First Y9 Boys’ Assembly, 12/9/23. Agenda: Planning for Your 
Career 

• World First Aid Day 

• Community Service & Leadership 
 

 A perfect backpack! 
Thank you, dear par-
ents for your support 
of our Health & Safety 
drive. 
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Whole School News; SPEA’s ‘Donate to Learn’ Initiative 

As parents are aware, our Security team works very hard 
on the Gate at pick-up time to ensure that our children 
are safe & do not exit the school without a designated 
adult.  
 
However, in some special circumstances parents need 
their child to exit independently unsupervised. In this case 
the parent signs an approval & disclaimer form, which 
states that they take full responsibility for this arrange-
ment, then their child is allowed by Security to exit school 
independently. 
 
We have designated a special gold ID card with an orange 
lanyard for Independent Exit students, so that they can be 
easily identified & supported by Security on the gate. 
 
If you require this facility for your child as a special case, 
please meet us for a form & lanyard (AED25/-). Thank 
you. 

Independent Exit
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Whole School News; SPEA’s Reading Survey 

In our quest to personalise each student’s learning experi-
ence to meet individual needs, we are introducing a new 
App, Century Tech. to Primary-Secondary students. Centu-
ry Tech adapts questioning & tasks according to the individ-
ual level & skills of each user, enabling students to learn at 
their own pace, close learning gaps & consolidate critical 
skills.  Here the Science teachers are undergoing training to 
be able to get the most from this new IT resource. 
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Whole School News; SPEA Principals’ Meeting, 11/9/23! 

The Principal Ms. Valerie attended a SPEA Sharjah 
Principals’ meeting on 11/9/23. The Director of SPEA 
HE Mr. Ali Al Hosani, Manager School Improvement 
Mr. Ziad & SPEA Chairperson HE Dr. Muhadditha 
and other dignitaries addressed the Principals to share 
an in-depth SPR Report and vision for next steps. 

Whole School News; Teacher Continuing Professional Development (CPD)! 

Lesson observations are an ongoing feature of our CPD programme to support the continuing professional development of 
our dedicated teachers. The principle that learning is lifelong for all, is part of our school vision. 
 
Here we have the Learning Coach Ms. Christine, along with the Principal Ms. Valerie, dropping in to classes to monitor stu-
dent learning, engagement & learning behaviours. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

ID Badges 
Please remind your children to wear their school ID 
badge daily.  
 
This is a critical Health & Safety Audit expectation & 
allows us t monitor who is in school., as well as being a 
required part of the uniform. 
 
If your child does not have an ID please contact the 
BBT office for a new one. Thank you. 



9 

 

Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 

In alignment with the UAE's Sustainability Vision of 2023, Sharaf DG has undertaken a momentous initiative – 'The Largest 
E-Waste Collection Drive' – that aims to foster responsible electronic waste management across the nation. We are delighted 
to highlight the remarkable contribution made by Muhammed Haris (Y12BH), who has played a pivotal role in this drive by 
bringing in a substantial amount of e-waste.  

His commitment to sustainability and environmental consciousness is truly commendable and reflects the essence of the 
UAE's vision for a greener future. Mohammed Haris's contribution serves as a shining example of individual action towards 
collective sustainability goals. We applaud his dedication and look forward to inspiring more such initiatives that contribute 
to the UAE's vision for a sustainable and environmentally conscious future. 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions—E-Waste Competition! 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Healthy Happy Birthday fruit treats (we avoid 

sugary junk food as much as possible to promote 

healthy eating & a healthy lifestyle). Thank you 

dear parents for your support with this. 

Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Learning PE Skills! 

PE in the Junior Section with Ms. Sheema. Students are developing stamina & strength, as well as learning essential coordi-
nation & balance skills. 
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Junior Section News 

Aahil’s (FS2F2) first day at 
WSS. Welcome to the WSS 
family! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

Y2F2 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Primary Section News; First Primary Assemblies on 13/9/23! 

The first Primary Assembly on 13/9/23 was 
to introduce key leaders, introduce the Safe-
guarding Team, the Fab. 5 rules for success, 
perfect uniform, the importance of reading 
welcome new students & to celebrate Birth-
days.  
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Primary Section News; First Primary Assemblies on 13/9/23! 

The first Primary Assembly on 13/9/23 also included a re-
view of perfect uniform & the importance of reading. 

Primary Section News; Y5 Radio Broadcast, 14/9/23! 



29 

 

Primary Section News; Literacy Week! 

11/9/23 was 
Literacy Dress-
up Day, when 
Primary stu-
dents came 
dressed up as 
their favourite 
book character 
& came pre-
pared to talk 
about it & 
show their pro-
jects. 
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Primary Section News; Literacy Week in Y3! 

On literacy day students 
drew their favourite 
character from a story 
book and spoke about it. 
Some students dressed 
up as their favourite 
characters for an extra 
element of fun!  



31 

 

Primary Section News; Scintillating Science in Y3! 
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Primary Section News; Literacy Week in Y5! 

Students dressed-up as their favourite story character & spoke about their character. 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 

Perfect uniform! 
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Primary Section News; Literacy Week in Y5! 

With Mr. Arvie 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership! 

These students have been selected for Student Leadership roles for this academic year in 
recognition of their positive behaviour as learning role models & leadership potential. We 
wish them every success as they diligently perform their responsibilities to support their 
community to become even more successful. 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership! 

These students have been selected for Student Leader-
ship roles for this academic year in recognition of their 
positive behaviour as learning role models & leader-
ship potential. We wish them every success as they dili-
gently perform their responsibilities to support their 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership! 

These students have been selected for Student Leadership roles for this academic year in recognition of their positive behav-
iour as learning role models & leadership potential. We wish them every success as they diligently perform their responsibili-
ties to support their community to become even more successful. 
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Secondary Section News; Student Leadership! 

These students have been selected for Student Leadership roles for 
this academic year in recognition of their positive behaviour as 
learning role models & leadership potential. We wish them every 
success as they diligently perform their responsibilities to support 
their community to become even more successful. 
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Secondary Section News; First Assembly, 11/9/23! 

Our first KS3 Assembly was 
run by Sixth Form students. 
The theme was equality of 
education & opportunity for 
all, with details of a COP 28 
initiative coming soon. 
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Secondary Section News; First Y9 Boys’ Assembly, 12/9/23! 

The Assembly was led by Sixth Form student leaders. The Agenda; Planning for Your Career. 
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Secondary Section News; World First Aid Day, 12/9/23! 

A  ‘WORLD FIRST AID DAY’ session for KS5 students was conducted by the Sociology club on 12/9/23. The session aim 
was to promote a sense of safety and well-being amongst students.. 
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Secondary Section News; Community Service! 

How are you Contributing to Your Community? 
 
Dynamic & forward-thinking student Maryam Abu Saleh (Y13GD) is supporting a 
local  NGO called Stepping Stones Foundation, that works to improve the general well-
being and mental health of the community it serves by offering support, resources, and 
services to people who are dealing with mental health issues. It also works to reduce 
stigma surrounding mental illness. 
 
Through comprehensive services, advocacy, and community involvement, our aim is to 
empower people, promote mental health, and build a compassionate society that wel-
comes and supports mental health. 
 
By 2024, we want to increase the number of programs we offer to better serve the vari-
ous needs of people and communities. This entails creating targeted support groups, 
creating specialized counseling programs, and putting preventative measures into prac-
tice in workplaces and educational settings. 

 
The National Strategy for Wellbeing 2031 was approved by the UAE Cabinet, which 
was presided over by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. Its goal is to realize His 
Highness's vision. 
 
Instagram username: stepping_stones_foundation  
 
The foundation's website can be located at 64a0d09667564.site123.me. 

Well done to our engaged & ambitious 
Sixth Form students who volunteering to 
support the student council interviews. 
This experience will help them to further 
develop their leadership skills & prepare 
themselves for their own future inter-
views!  

Thank you to these 3 Year 13 students who presented a reenactment of the AS journey during break time for Year 12 stu-
dents.  The purpose was to educate Year 12 students about independent learning and how to deal with challeng-
es at this phase. 
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Secondary Section News; Community Service & Leadership! 

Student leadership; teaching & learning demonstration in 
in a student-led lesson, creating a happiness corner, and a 
Y9 student helping Y7 & Y8 boys learn to tie a tie, & A/SL 
girls prepping KS3 students for student council interviews. 


