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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #4 

 11th September, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Safeguarding—ID Badges 
For your child’s safety, it is 
very important to control & 
monitor who comes into 
school. Parents, do please 
wear your Parent ID badge 
at both dop-off & pick-up 
times. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Sat. 13/9/25 • WSS Cashier open 8am-1pm  

Thursday 
25/9/25 
2-5pm 

• FS1-Y13 Parent-Teacher ‘Meet & Greet’ meet-
ing. Come & meet your child’s teachers!  

• All students  to go home at 12pm 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1 (T1 exams will run until 4/12/25,  
from approximately 2 weeks prior) 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• 360⁰ Stakeholder Workshop, 11/9/25 

• Staff CPD 

• This week’s Leadership GEMStone 

• Family First; Summer Fun 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Happy Birthdays 
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Literacy Day, 8/9/25 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
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Primary Section News 

• Parent Read Like a GEM (RLAG) Workshop, 10/9/25 

• Assembly Time with Y3 & Y5 (Introduction to ‘Be a GEM’) 

• Literacy Day, 8/9/25 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y4 Learning Activities  

• Y5 Learning Activities  

• Y6 Learning Activities  

• Learning Activities (General) 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions; SES Hackathon Compe-
tition Champions 

• KS3 Class Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y9GD (Growth Mindset), 8/9/25 
 

• Assembly Time with Y9BD, 9/9/25 (Showing Gratitude) 

• KS4 Class Leaders  

• KS4 Goal-Setting 

• KS4 Innovate-X 

• Pitching WSS MUN3 to the Principal, 10/9/25 

• Literacy Week Activities 

• KS5 Career Talk with Counselor Ms. Anisha  
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code
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Whole School News; 360⁰ Stakeholder Workshop 

‘Be a GEM’ & the School Improvement Plan 

Huge thanks to our enthusiastic & dedicated team of student leaders, Friends of WSS (FOW) parent, LAB& staff for your 
contribution to an interesting & valuable session. We will take your ideas & review as part of our School Improvement Plan 
(SIP) process. 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Deputy Head of Primary Ms. Emelia & Deputy Head of Juniors Ms. Raghi led an important CPD session on Establishing 
School Routines, related to GEMS new ‘Be a GEM’ policy. 

Next Week’s Leadership GEMStone 
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Whole School News; Family First! 
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Progress-check on the home grown 
from seed avocado plant, carefully 
propagated by Syed Shazil (Y13D2) 
& Laiba Jami (Y4H2). We are look-
ing forward to the weather cooling 
enough to plant it in teh WSS gar-
den. 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Literacy Week! 
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Junior Section News; FS2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F & Y2D2 Learning Activities! 



14 

 

Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Parent ‘Read Like a GEM’ (RLAG) 

Workshop, 10/9/25! 

Huge thanks to our dedicated parents who attended this important workshop aimed at 
promoting the valuable skills of reading both at home & at school. ‘Read Like a GEM’ 
is the new GEMS initiative based on the science of learning, quality resources & tried & 
tested, systematic methods. Thank you to MS. Vandana & Mr. Arvie for delivering this 
important session. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3 & Y5 

An Introduction to ‘Be a GEM’, 10/9/25! 
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Primary Section News; Literacy Day, 8/9/25! 
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Primary Section News; Literacy Day, 8/9/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y3D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4D1 Learning Activities! 

Primary Section News; Y3H2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y3S1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y3S2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4D2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4H1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y4S2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Arabic Special Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Arabic Special Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6BD Literacy Day! 
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Primary Section News; Y6B Literacy Day! 
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Primary Section News; Y6G Literacy Day! 
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Primary Section News; Y6G Literacy Day! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y6BF! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 

Developing critical future-focused financial skills 0 Kinda engaging in the Pri-
mary savings project. Well done Kinda! 

Thank you to super sci-
entist Kinda for sharing 
your amazing celery ex-
periment video! 
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WSS Secondary Section Hackathon Superstar Champions! 

Huge congratulations to the WSS student team who won first prize in the Sharjah Eng-
lish School (SES) Hackathon competition on 11/9/25. We are very proud of their out-
standing performance! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9GD 

Having a Growth Mindset for Success! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BD 

Showing Gratitude! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BD 

Showing Gratitude! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y9BD 

Showing Gratitude! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assembly Time!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Class Leaders!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Goal-Setting!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Goal-Setting!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Innovate-X!
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Secondary Section News;  

Pitching WSS MUN3 to the Principal, 10/9/25! 

The enthusiastic & well-prepared MUN Team presented their pitch to the Principal on 10/9/25. The team presented a com-
prehensive plan that included a realistic timeline, a self-funding financial plan, committee arrangements & ambitious mar-
keting objectives.  The Principal was pleased to accept their proposal & congratulated the team on an organized start to 
their WSS MUN3 journey. All the best for the event, scheduled for January 2026! 
 
Thank you Ms. Nirmala for your support & guidance. 
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Secondary Section News; Literacy Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Literacy Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Literacy Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Literacy Day! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Career Talk with Ms. Anisha! 

‘New Year, new adventures!’ Nabia settling into 
the Secondary Section—thank you for sharing 
your project. 


