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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #39 

 30th June, 2022 

Message from 

the  

Principal/

CEO  

Ms. Valerie 

Thompson 

 
Wishing you a 
wonderful sum-
mer Break, dear 
WSS families! 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
New Academic Year Starting Information 
We will be sending home the first Newsletter of the 
new academic year in the week of 22nd-25th August.  
Do please check it for important information. 
(Booksale details will be shared shortly) to avoid the 
inevitable crowds & frustrating queues.  School will 
be very, very hectic from Monday 22/8/22.  It takes 
time to allocate classes, so if you clear fees on Mon-
day 29/8/22 itself, your child may face some delay in 
reaching class. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 30th 
June 2022 

• Last official day of the academic year for students 

Sun. 7th 
Aug.  

• SPEA publication date for online T3 Report Cards 
(subject to full clearance of fees) 

Mon. 4th 
July to 
Thurs. 25th 
Aug. 

• 8am-2pm; Cashier & Registration Offices are open on 
working days throughout the Summer Break. We  Rec-
ommend that you clear fees online by latest Wed. 24th 
Aug so we can allocate a class ready for Monday 29th. 

Mon. 15th 
Aug-Tues. 
30th Aug. 

• Book sales Online & in Auditorium (TBC). We recom-
mend online book purchase to avoid the crowds. 

• There will be a strict schedule for book sales for the 
different Year Groups for parents who want to collect 
books from the Auditorium (schedule TBC). 

• For online purchases, multiple Year Groups can be 
collected together from the outlet point in West Fore-
court 

Sun. 28th 
Aug.   

• 8am-2pm; Cashier & Registration Offices are open. It 
will be very busy, so we recommend online fee & book 
payment. 

Mon. 29th 
August 

• First day of new Academic Year  2022-2023. T1 Fees 
need to be cleared in full before any student joins.  
Please budget accordingly as there are no T1 Payment 
Plans. 

• It is possible that SPEA may require all students age 
12+ to return with a negative PCR report. Please be 
ready. 

• Parents may need a green Al Hosn green Pass to enter 
school beyond Reception 

• If your child has received 2 Warning Letters,  parent 
needs to sign a Conditional Admission Letter before 
any class is assigned for the child to rejoin school for 
the new academic year. 

• As per updated Authority Circular #25 received on 
30/5/22, students must join within the first week of the 
new academic year, or lose their booked seat to the 
Waiting List, unless you pay full T1 fees to hold your 
child’s seat. 

• There is no fee rise again this year, however, moving 
forwards, please see the updated, approved Seat Res-
ervation/Re-enrollment fees. 

• The first 2 weeks of Term are always hectic in Recep-
tion with long wait times. We highly recommend that 
you pay fees & buy books online in advance to avoid 
the frustration. 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Parents! 
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Whole School News; The Digital  Decode; Top Tips for Parents! 



5 

 

Whole School News!
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Whole School News; Uniform! 
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Whole School News; Uniform! 

Book Sales 
As I am sure you are aware, the UAE Government 
wioll soon be banning the use of plastic bags. Once 
this law comes into effect, WSS will not be using 
plastic bags. To support this worthy environmental 
initiative, WSS will include strong, re-useable jute 
bags with the book list, or parents may bring a re-
useable bag from home. 
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Whole School News; Planning Your Budget for 2022-2023! 
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Whole School News; Planning Your Budget for 2022-2023! 
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Whole School News; Summer Workshops from SPEA! 
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Whole School News; Summer Workshops from SPEA! 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Message from Parent Ms. Afiaa about Mr. Andrew’s 
farewell,  
“We knew that Mr. Andrew is leaving WSS which it was 
sad news, we appreciate his constant dedication threw 
this fruitful years in WSS, my kids Mohamed and Amna 
will miss Mr. Andrew so they decided to give him a sym-
bolic gift expressing loyalty, commitment and strong bond 
like a family as Mr. Andrew always did in WSS. 
wishing him a great start wherever he choose.  
Thank you.”  

Safety; Student Access to the Carpark 
 
It is not safe for our children to access the car-
park area without adult supervision. For our 
children’s safety, please collect your Own 
Transport Primary-Secondary children from 
West/East Forecourts at home time. The inter-
nal access gates directly to and from the car-
park will be closed at Primary-Secondary 
home time. Please use main gate #1 to access 
school to collect your children.  Please do not 
ask your children to come alone to the car-
park or to exit school alone. Do please collect 
them from the Forecourt for their safety. 
Thank you. 
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Whole School News; SEA Conference, ‘Arabic; Future & Identity’!

Mr. Alaa (Arabic Learning Coach) & Mr. Osama (HOD Arabic) attended 
& presented at the first Arabic language forum conference under the title 
‘Arabic: Future and Identity’, at the Sharjah Special Education Authority 
(Sharjah Academy) under the patronage of Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muham-
mad Al Qassimi, Ruler of Sharjah and member of the Supreme Council, 
and in the presence of His Excellency Ahmed Al Falaise, Minister of Edu-
cation, and Dr. Muhadtha Al Hashim, Chairman of the Authority Sharjah 
for Private Education.  Mr. Alaa presented a distinguished workshop enti-
tled ‘Higher Thinking Skills: Applications to Reading and Writing Skills’ 
& Mr. Osama presented a joint workshop on differentiated education. 
They met with Dr. Hisham Metwally, Director of Accelerators and Special 
Programs at the Sharjah Education Academy & Dr. Khaled Abu Amsha, 
one of the most important experts in teaching Arabic to non-native speak-
ers. “It was a fantastic experience & conference!” 
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Birthdays & Junk Food 

• Food, or any other items, must not be shared during any pandemic (eg.COVID-19). 

• Birthday & Party Food; sugar & chemicals contribute to hyperactivity – this is not healthy or conducive to learn-
ing & wellbeing. Junk food (cake, sweets, chips & biscuits) are not allowed at all (unless there is a published 
‘Junk Food Amnesty’ for school events such as International Day, or for the last day of Term Party). If 
brought in to school, the Teacher must send it back to the bringer’s home. If parent wishes to send in 
treats, student may bring healthy fruit treats to share with the class.  

• Parents must never send in food items with nuts in due to severe allergy issues. If nut treats are sent in, send 
back home at the end of the day. 

• All students may wear dress-up clothes to school on their birthday (modesty & cultural sensitivity must be 
maintained).  

• If a child has his/her birthday during a holiday, they may come in dress-up clothes & celebrate their birthday on 
another school day. 

• If a parent sends birthday treats to only a select group, send it back to bringer’s home at the end of the day. 

 

Junior Birthdays 

• Only FS1-Y1 have class birthday parties.  Healthy fruit baskets/fruit treats only (no cake, sweets or other junk 
food – send it to bringer’s home, if sent in). 

• FS1-Y1 family may attend their child’s birthday party in class, subject to prior approval by Tr. 

• Birthday parties must be booked with the class teacher at least one working day before the party. Parent to 
email/write a Planner note. 

• Keep party timings to the last 30 minutes of the school day.  

 

Primary (Y3-Y6) & Secondary (Y7-Y13) Birthdays 

• Teaching time should not be disrupted, so if the Birthday fruit treat arrives after Break time, distribute it in the last 
15 minutes of the school day. 

Whole School News; WSS Birthday & Junk Food Policy 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

With Mr. Ahmed Fahmy 

Arooj Ammar (Y9GS1) 

Many thanks to the Medical Team who 
have worked so hard to keep us safe dur-
ing these challenging times.  Following 
Authority safety protocols can be frustrat-
ing, so we thank parents for their patient 
support. 

Below are the Medical Team enjoying 
their appreciation treat sent by GEMS 
HSE Department. Thank you Medical 
Team! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Ms. Jisha 
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Primary Section News! 

With Mr. Ahmed Fahmy 
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Secondary Section News! 

Thank you to Muhammad Tahir 
(Y7BS2) for his fun class video 
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Happy Holidays!! We hope to see you again from Monday 29th August 
for another fun-filled learning year!! Stay safe & well! 

Secondary Section News! 


