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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #39 

 2nd July, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie 

Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Preparing for the New 
Academic Year 
We have finally 
reached the end of 
Term 3 & the Academ-
ic Year 2025-2026! It 

was a challenging year, but still highly productive 
& successful through the exceptional teamwork of 
student-parent-school.  Mutually respectful & sup-
portive communication, patience & a growth mind-
set have enabled the WSS community to continue 
going from strength to strength on our journey to 
excellence. Thank you dear students, parents & 
staff. 
 
Our teaching team have already started working on 
their lesson plans, Schemes of Work, Induction 
training programme & Curriculum adaptation 
ready for the new academic year. We will be re-
viewing individual student needs & preparing to 
welcome back our students & families for another 
learning-rich year. 
 
Parents, do please support your children to set 
aside a little time each week to engage with the 
Reading Challenge & other refresher activities to 
keep your child’s key skills sharp & ready for a 
smooth transition into Term 1. 
 
We will be sending out Newsletter #1 in the week of 
24/8/26, so do please look out for that email link & 
check it out. We will include lots of useful infor-
mation to help you & your child settle smoothly into 
the new academic year. 
 
Thank you for your commitment to your child’s 
education & support of WSS. Happy holidays! 
 
Lensman Photo Issues 
If parents have any concerns or queries relating to 
their child’s Class/Portrait photos, please address 
them directly to Lensman at: 
 
Email: support@lensman.com 
Phone: 04 452 4488 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thursday 
2/7/26 

• Officially students’ last day of the academic 
year. 

• T3 Report Card will be released subject to 
SPEA approval & no pending fees. Once SPEA 
have approved publication we will inform par-
ents that Reports are available for direct down-
load from Daleel system. 

• Last day to pay T3 fees. After this date seats 
would be given to the Waiting List. 

Monday 
6/7/26 to 
Tuesday 
18/8/26 

• School on summer timings, 8am-2pm.  

• Only Cashier & Registration offices will be open 
during the summer 

Monday 
31/8/26 

• First Day of the new Academic Year for New 
Joiners. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee must be 
cleared before any child  has a class confirmed 
to join for the new  academic year. No T1 Pay-
ment Plans. Thank you.  

Tuesday 
1/9/26 

• First Day of the new Academic Year for return-
ing students. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee 
must be cleared before any child  has the class 
confirmed to join for the new academic year. No 
T1 Payment Plans. Thank you. 

mailto:support@lensman.com
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 

 
4-6 
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10 
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13 
14 

Whole School News 

• Uniform with Threads 

• Family First Summer Travel Journal Activity 

• Alumni Report (Ms. Maryam Noaman) 

• Farewell to Leaving Students & Families 

• Staff CPD 

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Leading with Empathy—
Ruby) 

• WSS Superstar Champions  - Admin & Support Staff of Term 3 
Awardees 

• Happy Birthdays 

• Admin Staff Wellbeing Event 
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15 
16-17 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Fun Time & Learning This Week 

• Staff Wellbeing Events, 30/6/26 & 1/7/26 
 

 
18-20 
21-24 

Primary Section News 

• Y6 Learning Activities & Reading Champions 

• Staff Wellbeing Event 
 

  
25 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 
 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR
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WSS News; Uniform with Threads!
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WSS News; Uniform with Threads!
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WSS News; Uniform with Threads!
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WSS News; Family First Summer Travel Journal!
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WSS News; Alumni Report!

We were very happy to welcome back Alumni 
Ms. Maryam Noaman (2021), for a visit. Ms. 
Maryam is now part way through her medical 
studies.  
 
When the Principal asked her what were her 
key takeaways from her time at WSS that 
helped her to become successful, Ms. Maryam 
(soon to be Doctor Maryam!) shared that she 
particularly remembers her amazing teachers 
for making her feel she was part of a family. Her 
second takeaway was the range of opportunities 
she got at WSS, such as Student Council mem-
bership, leading events & being the Sheikha Fat-
ima runner-up on several occasions. 
 
It was such a pleasure to meet Ms. Maryam & 
share updates about her ongoing learning jour-
ney. We wish her every continuing success. 

Appreciating the Past, Looking Forward to the Future!

We say a fond farewell to all the students & families who are leaving WSS  & moving on to a new country, school or adven-
ture! We thank you for your contribution to WSS  development & positive engagement with our learning & leadership pro-
grammes. We wish you every continuing success! 
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WSS News; Teacher CPD, 

Getting Students to Drive their own Learning!

CPD sessions this week with Ms. Christine to support lesson plan-
ning to include the ‘WOW!’ factor—how do we provide opportu-
nities for students to take more ownership of their learning & to 
understand how & why they learn? 
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WSS News; Teacher CPD, 

Ongoing Professional AI & Inclusion Training!
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WSS News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Admin Staff of Term 3. We sincerely thanks them for their tremendous, behind-the-scenes, ‘above & beyond, hard work, 
creative problem-solving & commitment to ongoing school development. 

Support  Staff of Term 3. We sincerely thanks 
them for their tremendous hard work ensuring 
that school is running smoothly. 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

WSS News; Admin. Wellbeing Event!
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Junior Section News; Fun Time & Learning this Week!
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Junior Section News; Staff Wellbeing Event, 30/6/26!
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Junior Section News; Staff Wellbeing Event, 1/7/26! 

‘Cooking up a Storm!’
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities This Week & 

Reading Champions!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Reading Champions!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Reading Champions!
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Primary Section News; Wellbeing Wednesday,  

Staff Event, 1/7/26!
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Primary Section News; Wellbeing Wednesday,  

Staff Event, 1/7/26!



23 

 

Primary Section News; Wellbeing Wednesday,  

Staff Event, 1/7/26!
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Primary Section News; Wellbeing Wednesday,  

Staff Event with Y6, 1/7/26!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

These Board Exam superstar teachers were awarded for their student achieving outstanding Board Exam results. This takes 
an incredible level of commitment to individual student learning needs, intervention planning & expert delivery. Well done 
team! 


