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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #36 

 9th June, 2022 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Keeping Your Children Safe; 
COVID-19 
For all our children’s safety, do 
please keep sick children at 
home. Never send children to 

school if they have any COVID symptom. If they are 
unwell with COVID symptoms, please take a PCR 
test before return to school.  There is a rise of 
COVID cases in the community, so we are being ex-
tra careful—please send your children to school with 
a mask (& a spare in their bag) & remind them to 
wear it in school. For missed exams with a Medical 
Certificate/COVID reason, Term 3 Report grades 
will be assigned based on Continuous Assessment. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 13th 
June to  
Thurs. 23rd 
June 

• Exam day timings from Monday 13/6/22 will be 
7:30am-12:15pm 

• Last exam day Thurs. 23/6/22 

Thurs. 30th 
June 2022 

• Last official day of the academic year for students 

Mon. 29th 
August 

• First day of new Academic Year  2022-2023. T1 
Fees need to be cleared in full before any stu-
dent joins.  Please budget accordingly as there 
are no T1 Payment Plans. 

• There is no fee rise again this year. However, as 

per updated Authority Circular #25 received on 

30/5/22, please note that students must join with-

in the first week of the new academic year, or 

lose their booked seat to the Waiting List. If you 

pay full T1 fees this will also hold your child’s 

seat. 

• Moving forwards for new enrollments & new re-

enrollments, the Re-enrollment Fee/Seat Book-

ing Fee for next time may be adjusted up to 



2 

 



3 

 

Whole School News; Possible School Fee Discount With FAB Credit Card! 
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1. Why do you not have Native English speaking 
Teachers? 

WSS is an international school, delivering the English 
National Curriculum for England (British Curriculum). 
Our fees, class size & staffing come with international 
Teachers. GEMS does have schools with native English 
speaking Teachers, but at a higher price point. 
 
 
2. What do you do to train Teachers further? 
Our Teachers are trained when they join WSS as per Au-
thority requirements. However, we are committed to 
‘Lifelong learning’. We provide an intensive programme 
of CPD for them to continually upskill & support their 
professional development. The quality & breadth of our 
training programme was commended in our recent SPEA 
Review. 
 
 
 
3. Why are there not more events & activities? 
COVID protocols have really limited the provision of 
events, sports & activities. We are looking forward to 
getting back to normal with Section & group events & 
activities in the new academic year. 
 
 
 
4.  Why do you not use the books more? 
The English National Curriculum aims to broaden stu-
dents’ skills, knowledge and understanding beyond one 
single curriculum book. Modern education includes re-
search, use of IT resources & personalised activities to 
meet individual needs. The books are only one resource, 
but are really useful for guiding on & revision of key 
concepts. 
 
 
 
5. How do you manage behaviour issues? 
We have a clear & stepped approach to behaviour man-
agement. The Code of Conduct is based on mutual re-
spect & is supported by the Fab. 5 (1) We do our best, 2) 
We respect each other, 3) we listen to learn, 4) we are 
safe & sensible, 5) We work together). Guiding chil-
dren’s long-term character development is challenging, 
so we request teamwork from home to support safe be-
haviour in school.  Our policies are outlined in the Parent 
Handbook FYI.  
 

Whole School News; Parent Survey FAQs! 

6. Why are you still using IT resources? 
We know that too much screen time is not healthy & can 
even be addictive for children. However, controlled use 
for educational purposes is a positive part of our learning 
programme. The Inspection Framework expects students 
to  use IT resources as part of their learning programme, 
& we have taken the best resources applied during online 
learning & brought them into the classroom. For exam-
ple, IT is a perfect platform for mid-lesson plenaries to 
check for learning so the Teacher can modify lesson ac-
tivities according to students’ needs. 
 
 
 
7. Why can’t we have more F2F Teacher Meetings? 
Parents are welcome to meet the Teachers F2F as re-
quired. Just email the PRE or Teacher, & we will arrange 
a meeting time. 
 
 
 
8. Why is the school day longer? 
When Authorities brought in the 4-day week, we lost 
20% of our learning time.  The English National Curricu-
lum is of a high standard, designed to require a certain 
number of hours & to be a pathway to Board exams. To 
ensure that our children were not disadvantaged & miss-
ing out on critical learning, we had to extend the school 
day. 
 
 
 
9. Why do you have Homework/Home learning? 
Students learn best when they practice skills & apply 
knowledge. Investing extra time at home to reinforce 
school learning makes learning stronger. Home learning 
activities give them this opportunity. To reduce stress, 
students have a full week to complete assigned tasks (not 
just the weekend). 
 
 
 
10. Why are washrooms not as clean after 1pm? 
We do have a cleaning rota for Support Staff who are 
assigned to keep cleaning the washrooms throughout the 
day. The Foreman follows-up with them & we are work-
ing on this. However, some Support Staff also have Cov-
er duty on the Junior buses, so there is less cleaning after 
1pm. Our students can also help keep their environment 
neat & clean. 
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Whole School News 

The Principal Ms. Valerie attended a Sharjah Education Academy Forum 
on Saturday 4/6/22. The Agenda focused around the launch of an online 
Teacher training platform inaugurated by HH Sheikh Qasimi & school 
improvement. Key note speakers included leaders of the Carnegie Founda-
tion (USA). 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 
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Whole School News 

Congratulations to all our British families 
on the Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubi-
lee, celebrated over the weekend 3-6/6/22. 
This is the Queen’s historic 70th anniver-
sary of her accession to the throne, the 
longest-serving monarch in UK history. 
Here is Mr. Andrew’s ‘princess’ celebrat-
ing! 

COVID symptoms 
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Whole School News; Top Tips for Growing Character!  
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Mohammed Uddin and Abdullah Osman (Y8 7BS2) worked diligently in Science and showed good 

leadership and engagement by explaining key concepts and supporting class discussions for great-

er understanding. Thanks to Ms. Keerthi for preparing materials for an enriching class discussion. 

Y2H2 



9 

 

WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions Competition!

WSS will be participating in a GEMS-wide e-waste collection drive as part of our Environmental 
Awareness programme.  

• We will receive a flat-pack e-waste Fixerman bin made from recycled cardboard for students, par-
ents & staff to deposit old/unused e-waste (such as Mobile phones, tablets, laptops and smartwatch-
es) 

• The Fixerman van will collect the donated devices every week from each school. All discarded de-
vices will be safely destroyed and disposed of through Dubai Municipality-registered recycling com-
pany E-Scrappy (devices will not be repurposed or sold). Fixerman will weigh each collection box to 
measure how much has been collected from each school. 

What devices can be collected? Mobile phones, tablets, laptops and smartwatches.  

Please note that chargers, batteries and leads cannot be collected for disposal.  
All files should be deleted from the device and data will be erased by E-Scrappy before recycling. 
Thank you.  

https://escrappy.ae/lp/ewaste-recycling-weee/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw-JyUBhCuARIsANUqQ_Kmm_7xI6TJQAKWIh_r1KiSjAfQ97YUcY9qKoxQs18nbjWXTxqQrdAaAgrREALw_wcB&gclid=Cj0KCQjw-JyUBhCuARIsANUqQ_Kmm_7xI6TJQAKWIh_r1KiSjAfQ97YUcY9qKoxQs18nbjWXTxqQrdAaAgrREALw_wcB
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WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions!
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Congratulations to superstar swimming champion Nabil Ehab  (Y3F2) 
photo for his success in the swimming competition at Hamdan sports 

complex on 5/6/22. We love his commitment to sporting suc-
cess & a healthy lifestyle! 

WSS Superstar Champions!

Maths Department Awards Ceremony on 7/6/22. 
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WSS Superstar Champions!
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WSS Superstar Champions!
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WSS Superstar Chess Champions!
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WSS Superstar Chess Champions!
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WSS Superstar Classcraft Champions!

Ms. Susan’s Classcraft Champions 
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WSS Superstar Classcraft Champions!

Ms. Susan

Ms. Susan’s Classcraft Champions 
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WSS Superstar Mathematics Champions!
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WSS Superstar Mathematics Champions!
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News 

Happy Birthday! 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News 

With Ms. Neha & Ms. Sonia M. Happy Birthday! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Trip! 
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Primary Section News 

Beautiful art 
work by Ola Mo-
hamed Elamin, 
(Y5H1) 

Happy Birthday! 
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Y7GS1 & H! learning through role-play with Ms. 
Hend. 

Primary Section News; Y5 Trip, & Secondary Y7 Role-Play! 


