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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #35 

 4th June, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
This has been an incredibly 
joyful week celebrating 
Graduations & transitions 
from Juniors to Primary & 
Primary to Secondary. As 
we reflected on the tremen-
dous growth & develop-

ment of our young superstars over time, we also 
recognised the significant power of positive home-
school partnerships & teamwork. WSS is your 
child’s second family, so let’s keep up the positive 
communication, patient support & open-minded 
problem-solving to ensure that your child’s learn-
ing journey continues into their new chapter as suc-
cessfully as the last. Huge thanks to all our wonder-
ful parents who attended events this week, with 
special appreciation to our parent partners who 
gave such encouraging speeches. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
15/6/26 

• School closed for Islamic New Year 

Monday 
13/7/26  

• The SCO (Arabic Secretary/GRE will take sum-
mer leave. So, if you need any document/support 
from her, the deadline to request this in writing 
is Monday 13/7/26. After this date, documents 
will only be processed from 31/8/26 

Monday 
8/6/16-
Thursday 
18/6/26 

• Whole school moves to exam timings, 7:15am-
12:15pm 

Thursday 
2/7/26 

• Officially students’ last day of the academic 
year. 

• The last T3 Promotional Exam is on Thursday 
18/6/26, subject to SPEA approval 

Monday 
31/8/26 

• First Day of the new Academic Year for New 
Joiners. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee must be 
cleared before any child  has a class confirmed 
to join for the new  academic year. No T1 Pay-
ment Plans. Thank you.  

Tuesday 
1/9/26 

• First Day of the new Academic Year for return-
ing students. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee 
must be cleared before any child  has the class 
confirmed to join for the new academic year. No 
T1 Payment Plans. Thank you. 

Y13 & Y2 Graduating Classes of 2026 did a paired 
walk through school celebrating this milestone for 
both year groups. It was a proud, super cute mo-
ment seeing the youngest students being escorted 
proudly though Reception & the corridors by our 
Y13 students, & seeing how children at WSS are 
nurtured to grow up to be such confident, skilled 
leaders.  
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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13-17 
18-19 
 
20 
21 
22 
23 
 
24-25 
 

Whole School News 

• Ordering Your Child’s Class Photo 

• Staff CPD 

• Week 4 ECS Report 

• Family First (FF Values, June’s Art Competition, Celebrating Eid) 

• Islamic Council Newsletter 

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Peridot– Leading with Ser-
vice) 

• Beyond 100! KS3 Student Health & Wellbeing Programme 

• WSS Superstar Champions & an Alumni Visit 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Patience & Perseverance, 2) Being Pre-
pared for Exams 

• Happy Birthdays 
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Y2 Graduation, 4/6/26 

• Y2 Islamic Studies 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 
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40-50 
51-52 
53-54 
55-57 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions (Diving Superstar, Parent 
Appreciation,  BAG Awards) 

• Y6 Graduation, 2nd & 3rd June 

• Y4 Learning Activities 

• Y5 Learning Activities  

• Y6 Learning Activities  
 

  
58-60 
61-62 
63 
64-69 
69 
70-72 
73-76 
 

Secondary Section News 

• University Offers, KS5 Superstar Champions  

• KS3 BAG Superstar Awards 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions (Parent Appreciation) 
• KS3 Islamic Studies (Haj & Links to Daily Life)! 

• KS3 Benchmarking Assessments 

• KS3 Community Service Programme Inauguration, 3/6/26 

• KS4 Learning Activities (Celebrating IGCSE Graduates, Grati-
tude Notes, Leadership GEMStone Activity) 

 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR



4 

 

WSS News; Ordering Your Child’s Class Photo!
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WSS News; Staff CPD!

Our Primary Librarian, Ms. Sarah Iyer attended the GEMS RLAG librarians meeting held in SRI in Dubai on 3/6/26. The 
event focused on Library Management and Cataloguing along with the Summer Reading Bingo Challenge for the children. 
She has also been assigned to the Readers Catalogue Committee. Thank you Ms. Sarah. 

WSS News; Week 4 ECA Report!
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WSS News; Family First Eid!
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WSS News; Family First June’s Art Competition!
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WSS News; Family First Values!
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WSS News; Family First Values!
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WSS News; Family First Values!
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WSS News; Family First Values!
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WSS News; Family First Values!
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WSS News; Islamic Council Newsletter!
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WSS News; Islamic Council Newsletter!
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WSS News; Islamic Council Newsletter!
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WSS News; Islamic Council Newsletter!
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WSS News; Islamic Council Newsletter!
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Over the past weeks, our students have been exploring Leadership Gemstone Aquamarine, representing Adaptability, and 
this week we will be focusing on Peridot, representing Leading with Service. 
Through Aquamarine, students have been learning the importance of Composure—remaining calm, focused, and positive 
when faced with challenges or changes. Adaptable leaders understand that situations do not always go as planned, and com-
posure helps them respond thoughtfully and confidently. 
Through Peridot, students will be exploring Contribution—recognizing that leadership is about serving others and making a 
positive difference. Whether helping a classmate, supporting their family, or participating in the community, every contribu-
tion matters and strengthens the people around us. 
Parent Reflection Questions: 

• Tell me about a time when you had to adapt to a change. How did you maintain your composure? 

• How have you contributed to your family, school, or community this week? 

• Why is it important for leaders to stay calm during challenges? 
How can serving others help us become better leaders? 
Tips for Supporting These Leadership Qualities at Home: 

• Encourage your child to view challenges as opportunities to learn and grow. 

• Model calm and positive responses when plans change unexpectedly. 

• Provide opportunities for your child to contribute through household responsibilities and acts of kindness. 

• Celebrate moments when your child demonstrates flexibility, self-control, and a willingness to help others. 

• Discuss how adaptable leaders use composure to overcome obstacles and how service-minded leaders make meaningful 
contributions to their communities. 

 
By developing both composure and contribution, our students are learning that effective leadership involves adapting to 
challenges with confidence while making a positive impact through service to others. 

WSS News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 



19 

 

WSS News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone in KS3! 

Session in KS3 
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WSS News; Beyond 100 in KS3! 
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Ms. Valerie was very happy to welcome back 
WSS Alumni (Class of 2017) Tehniyat Hammad, 
who shared the exciting news that she has now 
qualified to be a Doctor. She shared happy mem-
ories of her time at WSS & appreciated the lead-
ership opportunities at WSS that facilitated her 
success. 
 
We wish Dr. Tehniyat every ongoing success! 

WSS Alumni Superstar Champions!
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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WSS News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Happy Birthdays!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation, 4/6/26!

Huge congratulations to our Y2 superstars, as they marked the end of their Junior Section  journey. We thoroughly enjoyed 
the  entertaining dances. We saw UAE links, ‘Be a GEM’, parent partner speeches & the wonderful positivity of teamwork. 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation, 4/6/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation, 4/6/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation, 4/6/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation, 4/6/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation, 4/6/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Islamic Studies!



33 

 

Junior Section News: Y1F Learning Activities!

Junior Section News: FS2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News:Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News:Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News:Y1S Learning Activities!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

We are proud to share the achievement of Aadhvik 
Prajith (Y5D1). Aadhvik has successfully completed the 
internationally recognized Professional Association of 
Diving Instructors Open Water Diver Certification by 
demonstrating all the required scuba diving skills and 
completing the qualifying dives in ocean waters up to 12 
meters deep. This achievement is particularly special be-
cause he completed the certification at the age of 10 years 
and 1 month, making him one of the youngest scuba di-
vers to earn this certification. Only a very small number 
of children achieve this qualification in world at such a 
young age. Children who complete the certification at 10 
years old are relatively rare as compared with teenage 
and adult divers, because the course requires swimming 
skills, theory exams, confined-water training, and open-
water dives.  Despite facing challenging conditions, in-
cluding rough sea waters during training, Aadhvik 
showed determination, confidence, and perseverance 
throughout the course. He successfully completed all the 
required skills and was awarded his certification and 

badge by Bermuda Diving Center. Well done Aadhvik! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Girls’ Graduation, 2/6/26!

Students were excited to visit SLT to give a personal invitation to the 
Y6 Graduation Ceremony this week. 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Girls’ Graduation, 2/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Girls’ Graduation, 2/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Girls’ Graduation, 2/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Girls’ Graduation, 2/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Boys’ Graduation, 3/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Boys’ Graduation, 3/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Boys’ Graduation, 3/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Boys’ Graduation, 3/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Boys’ Graduation, 3/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Boys’ Graduation, 3/6/26!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!

Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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University Offers, KS5 Superstar Champions!



59 

 

University Offers, KS5 Superstar Champions!
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University Offers, KS5 Superstar Champions!



61 

 

University Offers, KS3 BAG Superstar Champions!
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University Offers, KS3 BAG Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Islamic Studies – Hajj!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Islamic Studies—Hajj!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Islamic Studies—Hajj!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Islamic Studies—Hajj!
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KS3 Islamic Studies—Links to Daily Life!
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Celebrating Eid in KS3!

Important Benchmarking Assessments in KS3!
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KS3 Community Service Programme, Inaugurated on 3/6/26!
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KS3 Community Service Programme, Inaugurated on 3/6/26!
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KS3 Community Service Programme, Inaugurated on 3/6/26!

The KS3 Community Service Programme aims to work closely with & care for our school 
Support Staff. We are looking forward to some wonderful new initiatives. 
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Secondary News; KS4 Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 IGCSE Graduates!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Leadership GEMStone Activity!
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Secondary Section News; Messages from the KS4 Teachers!


