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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #34 

 22nd May, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thomp-

son 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Mandated Clinic Forms 
Many thanks to the par-
ents who have already 
submitted their child’s 
mandated five Clinic 
Forms. If you have not 
yest done so, please sub-

mit ASAP. Many thanks. 
 
There is also a very quick Independent Exit survey 
for Y9-12 to complete ready for August, by latest 
Monday 16th June. Many thanks.  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
It has been such a busy, joyful few weeks in school, with  so many 
events, projects & parent engagement. Dear parents, thank you for 
your support, time, creativity & engagement every step of the way! 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 29th 
May 

• Cultural Awareness Day, whole school. Students 
may come dressed in traditional dress & bring 
traditional food to share with friends. 

• Deadline for FS1-Y12 parents to submit their 
child’s Clinic forms. Thanks. 

Thurs. 6/6 
to Sun. 8/6 

• School closed for Eid Al Adha (TBC by Authori-
ties) 

Mon. 
16/6/25 

• Deadline for Y9-12 parents to complete the In-
dependent Exit Survey  

Thurs. 19th 
June 

• Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams 

Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 

Monday 
25th August  

• First day of T1 for new joiners. 

• T1 fees need to be cleared in full before any stu-
dent is admitted into class for the new year. 
There are no exceptions to this, so please budget 
accordingly.  

Tuesday 
26th August  

• First day of T1 for returning students. 

• T1 fees need to be cleared in full before any stu-
dent is admitted into class for the new year. 
There are no exceptions to this, so please budget 
accordingly.  
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 

 
4 
5 
6-8 
9 
9 
10 
11 
12, 14 
13 
14 
15 
16 
 

Whole School News 

• Independent Exit Survey for Y9-12 Parents 
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• The Green Flag Sustainability Award Audit Visit, 21/5/25 
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Whole School News; Independent Exit Survey for Current  

Y9-12, Ready for Y10-13 in the new Academic Year! 

Dear WSS Y9-12 Parents, 
 
The below important survey has been sent home to Y9-12 parents (ready for Y10-13 next academic year). Please complete it 
by latest Monday 16/6/25, so that we can have the new purple Independent Exit lanyards ready for your children in Sep-
tember.  
 
Please note that Y10-13 would wear a dark purple lanyard with their school ID, & younger siblings approved to accompany 
the Y10-13 sibling would wear a pale purple lanyard, with their school ID.  
 
Please note that there is no charge for the first issue. 
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Whole School News; Islamic Week 

Online Hajj Webinar, 10/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Islamic Week! 
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Whole School News; Islamic Week! 



8 

 

Whole School News; Islamic Week! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD (Training)! 

SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn’s Hub Maths CPD was hosted this 
week by PACE British School. WSS Maths Leads at-
tended as part of their ongoing CPD programme.  

Whole School News; Parent Voice! 
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Whole School News; Family First Breakfast! 

Huge thanks to all students, parents 
& staff involved! It was wonderful 
to share the positivity & joy of qual-
ity family fun time! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

On 21/5/25 WSS hosted Mr. Moaz Sawaf, an Auditor for the Green Flag Sustainability Award. The Sustainability team, Ms. 
Laneetha, Ms. Indira, Ms. Jinitra, Ms. Saranya & our enthusiastic sustainability champion students have worked extremely 
hard over the last 18 months to promote sustainability awareness & initiatives across the school. Mr. Moaz interviewed staff 
& students, & was very complimentary about our sustainability programme so far. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

The Principal Ms. Valerie received a Long Service Award at the recent GEMS Awards Ceremony held at teh Atlantis Palm 
Jumeirah. The Award recognised over 30 years’ service to GEMS. The event recognised exceptional contributions to educa-
tion & the community by students, Parents & GEMS staff. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Whole School News; Week 4 ECA Report! 
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Well done to Umer (FS2F1) who wanted to 
appreciate our security guards by giving 
them cold beverages as they are standing in 
the hot weather and supporting the arrivals 
and dispersals of our students. Thank you 
Umer!  

Whole School News; Values,  Kindness & Character! 

Thank you so much for the 
thoughtful Hajj treat. 
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Happy Birthdays!

Thank you Haya for bringing in such a 
beautiful, healthy treat to share with your 
classmates! Well done for supporting our 
‘Healthy Lifestyle’ policy. 
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Emirates American School hosted ‘Stage Bloom’, an 
Oratory competition promoted by SPEA. Some of our 
Junior students participated & won prizes in ‘D Alpha-
betizers’:  

• Rimaas (Y1F2) won 3rd place in the KG category   

• Sasha (Y1D1) won  2nd place 

• Sheniya (Y1S1) won 2nd place in the Primary catego-
ry  

 
Thank you to the teachers for supporting over their 
weekend. 

WSS Junior Section ‘Stage Bloom’ Competition Superstar Champions! 
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This week’s Leadership GEMStone 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 



26 

 

Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 



27 

 

Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Whole School Learning; Hajj Exhibitions! 
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Junior & Primary Hajj Exhibition, 20/5/25! 
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Junior & Primary Hajj Exhibition, 20/5/25! 
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Junior & Primary Hajj Exhibition, 20/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Hajj Exhibition, 20/5/25 & 21/5/25! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Nabia & all 
our Y6 Graduates! We wish 
you every continuing success in 
tehe next stage of your learning 
journey in Secondary Section. 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Hajj Projects! 

Primary Section News; Y5 Radio Station Broadcast, 22/5/25! 

Our fabulously confident Y5 Radio Presenters discussed about ‘Climate Change’ & what we can do to support the environ-
ment. We learnt that, “Every Little helps!” 
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Whole School News; Y4 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y4 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y4 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y4 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y4 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y4 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y4 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 

Y5 Family First Breakfast, 19/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y5 Family First Breakfast, 21/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y5 Family First Breakfast, 21/5/25! 
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Whole School News; Y5 Family First Breakfast, 21/5/25! 
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Secondary Section Arabic Superstar Champions! 

Here we have photos from the recent recognition of outstanding students in the Arabic Department. These students, from 
Years 6 to 9, were acknowledged for their participation in the Arabic Assembly.  Thank you to the  Y13  Arabic Club girls  
for designing the lovely certificates. 
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Secondary Section Arabic Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section Arabic Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Y11 & Y12 Arabic Intervention 

Classes! 
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Secondary Section; Hajj Exhibition, 21/5/25! 



52 

 

Secondary Section; Hajj Exhibition, 21/5/25! 
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Secondary Section; Hajj Exhibition, 21/5/25! 
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Secondary Section; Hajj Exhibition, 21/5/25! 
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Secondary Section; Hajj Exhibition, 21/5/25! 
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Secondary Section; Y10 Hajj Symposium! 
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Secondary Section; Y10 Hajj Symposium! 
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Secondary Section; Y10 Hajj Symposium! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 International Family Day! 

 


