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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #33 

 1st June, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
GEMS Internal Review 
As well as the SPEA SPR Inspec-
tion this year, we also hosted a 
team of internal GEMS reviewers 
on 23/5/23. The Review focus was 

‘Innovation & Challenge in the Classroom’, a key 
target identified in the SPEA SPR inspection Report. 
The team spent the day doing lesson observations, & 
held meetings with students and staff to triangulate 
the data.  We were judged overall ‘Good’. We are so 
proud to share that our students’ behaviour & atti-
tude to learning was again praised & appreciated as 
a clear strength of the school by all the Review team. 
Thank you parents —your children are a credit to 
you! Thank you students—you made us super proud! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 1st-
Thurs. 15th 
June 

• T3 compulsory Promotional Exams until Thurs-
day 15/6/23  

• Whole School timings 7:30am-12:15pm 

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year (TBC by 
SPEA) 

• The last day for all T3 Promotional Exams is 
Thursday 15th June. However, students may 
attend school until Eid, if parents wish. 

Thurs. 29th 
June 

• Deadline to apply on the system for a TC 
(Transfer Certificate), if leaving WSS.  

• Deadline to apply for any certificate attestation 
arranged through the GRE Ms. Abir. 

• After this date, we would be unable to guarantee 
completion of your documents before August 
24th due to staff Annual Leave 

Monday 
28/8/23 
 
Tuesday 
29/8/23 

• New student’s first day of the new academic 
year, subject to full T1 fees being cleared & all 
required documents submitted. 

• Returning students to rejoin from Tuesday 
29/8/23, subject to full T1 fees having been 
cleared in full. 

• Students must return to school within one week 
from school opening (by latest Monday 4th Sep-
tember). Seats will not be held beyond this date, 
even if the re-enrollment fee has been paid). 

• There are no Payment Plans for Term 1, so 
please Budget accordingly. Students will only be 
admitted for the new academic year once T1 
fees have been cleared in full. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 
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Whole School News 

• Updated Whole School Trolley bag Policy 

• Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions 

• GEMS for Life App 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Patience & Perseverance, & 2) Exam 
Preparation & Wellbeing  

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
9-11 
12 
 

13 
14-15 
16 
17 
18-20 
 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• FS & Y1 Preparing for their Concert 

• FS1 Learning Activities 

• Learning Activities in FS2 

• Learning Activities in Y1 

• Creative Activities in Y1 & Y2 

• Learning Activities in Y2 

 
21-22 
23-25 
26 
27 
28-29 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Y3 & Y4 Achievement Assembly, 30/5/23 

• Assembly Time with Y3S2 

• Assembly Time with Y4S3 

• Y6 Transition Assembly  

  
30-31 
32-34 
35 
36 
37 
 
 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• Linguistic Talent Week Prize Distribution, 1/6/23 

• KS3 Learning Activities 

• Innovative Accounting 

• Celebrating Success in Arabic 
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Whole School News; Trolley Bag Policy for September 2023 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; GEMS for Life! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Well done & thank you to Ms. Mariam, Ms. Neha, Ms. 
Nikhat & Ms. Himaya for their commitment to profes-
sional development. They joined a CPD session on 
‘Creating Enabling EYFS Environments’ at GCS on 
20/5/23, with the Principal & SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn also 
attending. The guest speaker was Ms. Ruth Swailes, an 
EYFS expert. 

Beautiful poetry recitation. 

The Principal was treated to a super cute dramatization of ‘The 
Owl Babies’. The narrator did a great job reading the story book. 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Ms. Valerie was treated to three amazing stories, 
written by our budding authors. They had used 
amazing WOW! words t& used beautiful hand-
writing too. Thank you for sharing your creative 
writing! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; FS & Y1 Preparing for Their Concert! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Creative Activities in Y1 & Y2! 



18 

 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y5 Swimming Champion! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions;  

Y3-Y4 Achievement Assembly, 30/5/23! 

Maths Fashion Show Winners! 

Ms. Sonia’s 3 
Special Awards 
for the Environ-
ment & Kindness 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions;  

Y3-Y4 Achievement Assembly, 30/5/23! 
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Primary Section News; Achievement Assembly Entertainment, 30/5/23! 

Y3D2 

Y4S2 

Y4D2 

Islamic Achievement Awards from Ms. Khatma 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time With Y3S2! 

Y3S2’s super 
Assembly was 
about develop-
ing ‘Good 
Character 
Traits’ to 
make the 
world around 
us better & to 
improve our-
selves through 
making good 
choices. The 
speakers had 
learnt their 
lines so well &  
presented very 
confidently. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time With Y4S3! 

Y4S3’s super Assembly was on the im-
portance of ‘Respect’& how we can 
demonstrate respect in our daily life. 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Transition Assembly, 31/5/23! 

Y6 students attended their Transition Assembly on 
31/5/23, when they met Secondary senior leaders and 
enjoyed a range of entertainment to celebrate the end of 
their Primary education. We wish them all the very best 
on the next stage of their learning journey! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 Transition Assembly, 31/5/23! 
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Well done to Fatima Zahra (Y8GD) for completing the super challenge task and being able to ex-
plain the concept eloquently using a self-made model to explain the concept of Aerobic Respiration. 
Thanks Ms. Aparna for the challenge task and for enabling innovation in the lesson. 

 

WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Lifelong Learning; well done to Ms. Sreeja for her commitment to ongoing 
professional learning. 
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Secondary Section News; Linguistic Talent  Week Prize Distribution, 1/6/23! 

Competitions included Elocution, Spell Bee & SPAG Royale. Congratulations to all the finalists & winners for their hard 
work, & thank you to the teachers who supported. 
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Secondary Section News; Linguistic Talent  Week Prize Distribution, 1/6/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Linguistic Talent  Week Prize Distribution, 1/6/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities! 

Learning Activities in KS3; Y7 students taking 
ongoing Progress Test in the class. 

Ahmed Zubair Y8BF1 conducting a student 
led lesson as a part of revision. 

Y7BF1 

Ahmed Zubair Y8BF1 
presenting to his class 

Y7BS1 
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Secondary Section News; Innovative Accounting! 

Y10GD/FS & Y10BS1/S2 pre-
sented different accounting prac-
tices, concepts, formats & treat-
ments in an innovative form 
based on their target or challeng-
ing level during the GEMS re-
view week. Students  created a 
‘Wall for Innovative Accounting’ 
based on the different teaching 
strategies implemented in their 
accounting lessons with Ms. 
Asha. Here we see the students’ 
innovative learning outcomes & 
how they are connected to real 
life. In addition they categorized 
the different cost for manufac-
turing NASA‘s space craft. 
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Secondary Section News; Celebrating Arabic Success! 

Celebrating success in Arabic, & saying farewell to Mr. Ahmed. 


