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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #31 

 30th April, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Return to F2F School 
Huge thanks to our parents, 
students & staff for a 
smooth transition back to in
-person school. It is such a 
joy welcoming our children 
into WSS each morning. 

We really missed their energy, positivity & active 
participation in their learning journey. Now schools 
have reopened, the Authorities are pushing for a 
full return to in-person F2F attendance for all stu-
dents, except those with approved leave (see Parent 
Handbook p47-49) 
 
After School ECA Programme 
Our Thursday after-school Extra-Curricular Activ-
ity Programme started from Thursday 30/4/26 & 
will run for 5 weeks. If you are interested in your 
child developing stronger skills in football, Badmin-
ton, mixed sports, WSS Foodies, Arts & Crafts, AI 
Robotics, Performance Arts & more, please sign up 
(form has been emailed home). Thank you. 
 
Jewellery, Dangly Earrings & Makeup 
We understand that some students love wearing 
these items, however they are not part of our uni-
form. Parents please remind your children to avoid 
these items in school.  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
Students may wear small, safe stud earrings—please avoid dangly 
earrings as these can get accidentally pulled & cause serious injury. 
Thank you. 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
4/5/26 

• In-person F2F school for all students unless with 
approved leave.  

• Parents requiring mid-term Leave, please sub-
mit the Leave Approval Form along with evi-
dence as per usual leave policy to PRE at 
aiysha.k_wss@gemsedu.com (see Parent Hand-
book p47-49) 

Thursday 
2/7/26 

• Officially students’ last day of the academic 
year. 

• The last Promotional Exam is on Thursday 
18/6/26, subject to SPEA approval 

Monday 
31/8/26 

• First Day of the new Academic Year for New 
Joiners. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee must be 
cleared before any child  has a class confirmed 
to join for the new  academic year. No T1 Pay-
ment Plans. Thank you.  

Tuesday 
1/9/26 

• First Day of the new Academic Year for return-
ing students. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee 
must be cleared before any child  has the class 
confirmed to join for the new academic year. No 
T1 Payment Plans. Thank you. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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5 
5 
6 
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8 
 

Whole School News 

• Family First May Activity; Family Choir/Band Performance 

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Aquamarine) 

• WSS Superstar Champions  

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Rewards for Hard Work, 2) Solving To-
gether, Leading Together 

• Happy Birthdays 
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9-11 
2-18 
19 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Y1 Learning Activities  

• Y2 Learning Activities 

• Learning Activities (General) 
 

 
20 
21-22 
23-26 
25 
26-30 
31-34 
35-38 
 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y3 & Y4  Islamic Activities 

• Y4 Learning Activities  

• Y5 Learning Activities 

• Y6 Learning Activities 
 

  
39-45 
 
46-49 
 
50-53 
 
54-57 
 
 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions (KS3 BAG Awards & 
Teacher Superstars, University Offer Celebration) 

• KS3 Learning Activities (Leadership GEMStone Activity, Proud 
of UAE Activity, World Book Day) 

• KS4 Be a GEM, Back to School & Shelter in Place Safe Zone 
Training  

• KS5 Welcome Back to School, Shelter in Place Training, Back to 
School 

 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR
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WSS News; Family First!
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WSS Superstar Champions!

‘Going Above & Beyond’; Support Staff Awardees of Term 2. We thank you for your considerable contribution to school 
operations. 

WSS News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

In celebration of Earth Day, uniform pro-
vider Threads shared a small token of 
appreciation for parents’ continued part-
nership. On behalf of WSS, Threads fund-
ed the planting of a tree through their 
Earth Day campaign initiative with 
Evertreen. Threads aim to contributes to 
a greener future for the next generation. 
The tree certificate has been issued in the 
name of the school, along with details of 
its environmental impact. 
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WSS News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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Happy Birthdays!

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1F&H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities!



15 

 

Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities (General)!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities (General)!

Thank you Sila (Y3D1) for sharing your video book about your love of UAE & your hopes & dreams. This is a great use of 
AI! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3H Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3S Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 & Y4 Islamic Learning Activities!

With Ms. Khatma 



26 

 

Primary Section News; Y3S & Y4S1 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4D Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4F1 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4F2 & H1 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4S2 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5D Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5F Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5H Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5S Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6D Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6F Learning Activities!



37 

 

Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions!



41 

 

WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section KS3 Superstar Champions!

Secondary Section News; KS3 World Book Day!
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University Offer Celebrations!
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University Offer Celebrations!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Leadership GEMStone Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 World Book Day!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 World Book Day!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Be a GEM!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Back to School!



52 

 

Secondary Section News; KS4 Back to School!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Shelter in Place Training!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Welcome Back to School!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Shelter in Place Training!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Return to School!
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities!

Secondary Section News; KS5 Shelter in Place Training!


