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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #30 

 24th April, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thomp-

son 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Fees for 2025-2026 
Please note p4 for the 
updated fee structure for 
the coming academic 
year, just received from 
SPEA. The small in-

crease is to allow school to continue on its develop-
mental journey, manage rising operational costs & 
to ensure continuation of our drive towards excel-
lence in our learning programmes. 
 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Thurs. 26th 
June 

• Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams 

Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 

Monday 
25th August  

• First day of T1 for new joiners. 

• T1 fees need to be cleared in full before any stu-
dent is admitted into class for the new year. 
There are no exceptions to this, so please budget 
accordingly.  

Tuesday 
26th August  

• First day of T1 for returning students. 

• T1 fees need to be cleared in full before any stu-
dent is admitted into class for the new year. 
There are no exceptions to this, so please budget 
accordingly.  
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 

 
4 
5 
5 
6 
6-12 
 
13 
14 
 
15 
 

Whole School News 

• Updated Fee Structure for 2025-2026 

• Join us on Social Media—QR Codes for Instant Access 

• Parent Voice; “You Said...We Did…”  

• Safeguarding Offsite Evacuation Practice to GCS 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions; , Primary 
Celebrating Earth Day, Recycling Superstars 

• Sharaf DG E-Waste Competition coming shortly 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) ‘We do our Best!’, 2) Discipline & the 
WSS Code of Conduct 

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
16 
16 
17 
 
18-21 
 
22-27 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• FS2 Learning Activities & Family First ‘Breakfast with my Moth-
er’ 

• Y1 Learning Activities & Family First ‘Breakfast with my Moth-
er’ 

• Y2 Learning Activities & Family First ‘Breakfast with my Moth-
er’ 

 

 
28 
29 
30-32 
33 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y4S2; E-Safety 

• Primary Art Exhibition, 24/4/25 

• Y3 Learning Activities  
 

  
34 
 
35 
36 

Secondary Section News 

• Wellbeing Assemblies with Dr. Mukthar, SPEA Wellbeing Lead, 
21/4/25 & 22/4/25 

• Participation in the GEMS Modern Academy Science Symposium  

• The SSL U17 Football Tournament  
 

Contents  

Parent Handbook Access QR Code
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Whole School News; Updated Fee Structure, 2025-2026! 
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Whole School News; Join us on SM—QR Codes for Instant 

Access! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions– Y4 

Celebrating Earth Day! 

Whole School News; Offsite Emergency Evacuation Drill to 

GCS, 24/4/25! 

Selected WSS staff practiced a walk-through 
offsite emergency evacuation drill on 24/4/25. 
This is part of our Safeguarding Programme, in 
case of any unforeseen emergency restricting 
evacuation to our own Astroturf. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions– Y3 & Y4 

Celebrating Earth Day! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions– Y4H2 

Celebrating Earth Day! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions– Y4S2 

Celebrating Earth Day! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions– Y6BH 

Celebrating Earth Day! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Celebrating World Earth Day 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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Junior Section News; Family First—Happy Mothers’ Day 

Celebration at WSS, 21/4/25! 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities & Parental 

Engagement (Breakfast with My Mother)! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Our Teaching & Learning Coach Ms. Christine would like to give a 
‘Shout out’ to the two year 5 students below who effectively modelled, 
annotated and explained the features of an autobiography to their class. 
They were eloquent and precise in their explanation.  Well done! 

Karen Mohamed Aly Ahmed Abdellah 

Mariam Tarek Zainelabdeen Ahmed Youssef 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4S2! 
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Primary Section News; Primary Art Exhibition, 24/4/25! 
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Primary Section News; Primary Art Exhibition, 24/4/25! 
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Primary Section News; Primary Art Exhibition, 24/4/25! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Wellbeing Assembly with VIP 

Guest Dr. Mokhtar, SPEA Wellbeing Lead, 21/425 & 22/4/25! 

Huge thanks to SPEA Wellbeing Lead 
Dr. Mokhtar for visiting WSS this week, 
& for  sharing his valuable insights. We 
learnt that  managing our wellbeing 
(emotional, physical, digital, social, aca-
demic & life-skills acquisition) is critical 
to happiness & success.  Stress is a nor-
mal part of life, but has to be managed. 
Life can be seen as a giving us a ‘Stress 
Bucket’, but we can create ‘taps’ or out-
lets by adopting positive practices & 
strategies to release the stress so it is 
manageable.  
Students shared some great strategies—
such as practicing gratitude, talking 
about concerns to friends or trusted 
adults,  following a healthy lifestyle & 
choosing our friends wisely. 
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Secondary Section News; Participation in the GEMS Modern 

Academy Science Symposium! 

Celebrating Innovative Thinkers at the STREAM Contraption Challenge 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 12 students, Menna and Kenzy, who represented our school at the STREAM Contrap-
tion Challenge held as part of the GMA Modern Science Symposium. Competing against 16 teams from schools across the 
UAE, they showcased exceptional problem-solving, collaboration, and time management skills throughout the event. 

Their creativity, composure under pressure, and teamwork stood out on a platform designed to test innovation and precision 
under real-time constraints. 

Well done, Menna and Kenzy, for your spirited effort and for making us proud! 
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Secondary Section News; SSL U17 Tournament! 

Great to see our students participating in an inter-school Football League with SSL. Many thanks to our dedicated HOD PE 
Mr. Jishar & his enthusiastic PE team for their support for this weekend event.  The WSS team achieved 2nd runner-up! 


