
1 

 

 

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #30 

 23rd April, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

 

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
Dear Wonderful WSS par-
ents—thank you for your 
incredible cooperation & 
support throughout the cur-
rent situation & transition. 
Just a few gentle reminders 
from the Parent Guidance 
Letter shared on 19/4/26 & 

21/4/26 to support the safe return of your children 
to school. Your cooperation is critical & much ap-
preciated.  
 
Please note that children must either be dropped off 
6:45-7:25 & picked up on time at 2:05pm, or be on 
DL online as we cannot have crowds around school. 
Parents, once you drop/pick up your child, please 
leave the premises immediately to reduce crowding.  
 
If you wish to change the mode of learning (DL/
F2F) it takes time to make the required arrange-
ments, so please only change for the following week. 
Please note that SPEA require us to provide online 
& F2F teaching during the school day, which means 
that if your child is online, their teachers may 
change. This is unavoidable as the same teacher 
cannot be both F2F & online at the same time. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

The school internal doors open at 7am for children & parent drop-
off. Please do not enter school before then. We understand that par-
ents are happy to meet their school gate buddies after a long time, 
however we must avoid crowds; parents who come for pick-up & 
drop-off, do please ‘Drop & Go’. It is important to avoid socializing 
in open areas & corridors. Thank you. 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
16/2/26 to 
Sunday 
27/4/26 

• The Re-enrolment facility for seats for Sept. 26-
27 is open, subject to no pending T2 fees or be-
haviour blocks/On Probation. 

• Deadline to re-enroll (online & payment) is 
Monday 27/4/26, after which time un-booked 
seats would be released to the Waiting List. 
Seats are limited, so to avoid inconvenience & 
upset, do please re-enroll/pay within the dead-
line.  

• Please note that the re-enrollment fee is non-
refundable & non-transferable in any case, how-
ever is deducted against T1 fees. 

Monday 
20/4/26 

• In-person F2F school & buses resumes. DL op-
tion available if required. 

Thursday 
2/7/26 

• Officially students’ last day of the year. 

• Last Promotional Exam scheduled for Thursday 
18/6/26, subject to SPEA approval 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Welcome Back to School, Monday 20/4/26! 

“Protected Nation—Build Education!” SPEA
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Welcome Back to School FOW Meeting, 23/4/26!

Friends of WSS (FOW) members met the Principal & PRE Ms. Aiysha on 23/4/26 for a welcome back  catch-up. 
The Principal shared appreciation for the extra-positive & cooperative  support received from parents through 
the current situation & transition back to school. The teamwork is much appreciated. 

FOW discussed Term 3 support actions & next steps. 

Happy to be back in 
school with friends! 
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Whole School News; Shelter in Place Safe Zone Training!

Form Tutors took their children on a walk through of their Shelter in 
Place Safe Zone & how they have to respond in case of an Authority 
Alert. 

Staff training Shelter in Place Safe Zone was conducted over the weekend. Here we see all Support Staff, Drivers & Conduc-
tors attending their training in school on Sunday 19/4/26. 
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Whole School News; Shelter in Place Safe Zone Training!

Form Tutors took their children on a walk through of 
their Shelter in Place Safe Zone & how they have to 
respond in case of an Authority Alert. 
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Whole School News; Shelter in Place Safe Zone Training!
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Whole School News; Shelter in Place Safe Zone Training!
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Return to School Safety Measures!

School Shelter in Place Safe Zones have been displayed in the corridors. Staff & 
Students are trained on where the nearest safe zones are & how they have to re-
spond to an Amber Alert. 

We have displayed SPEA’s new slogan  
“Protected Nation, Build Education” 

We thank the UAE;s Leadership for taking such great care of com-
munity safety & for sharing detailed & strict safety guidance aimed 
at making schools as safe as possible in case of any alert or incident. 
School level actions include: 

• Shelter in Place Safe Zone training  for all staff 
• Clear Saf e Zone markings & posters 
• Safe Zone identification in classroom & corridors 
• Additional First Aid training & kits in key safe Zones 
• Updated safety documentation & policies 
• SPEA ‘Proud of UAE; Build  Education’ poster & activities 
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Family First April Poetry Competition!
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Family First April Poetry Competition!

Family First; Parent Voice!
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WSS News; Celebrating World Book Day, 23/4/26!
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WSS News; Celebrating World Book Day, 23/4/26!
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WSS News; Celebrating World Book Day, 23/4/26!
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WSS News; Celebrating World Book Day, 23/4/26!
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WSS News; Celebrating World Book Day, 23/4/26!

Kenan's (Y2H2) favorite ad-
venture story and game  
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Top Tips for Parents 
This week, our wellbeing focus continues with Vision (Labradorite), and our word of the week is Possibility. 
We encouraged students to understand that growth is always happening—even when things feel uncertain or 
challenging. By nurturing a sense of possibility, children learn to stay open-minded, patient, and confident in 
their ability to improve step by step. 
 
To Explore at Home: 

• Encourage small wins: Help your child notice and celebrate progress, no matter how small. 

• Talk about challenges positively: Remind them that uncertainty is part of learning and growing. 

• Use the word “yet”: If your child says, “I can’t do this,” guide them to say, “I can’t do this yet.” 

• Model openness: Share your own experiences of trying something new or overcoming difficulties. 
Ask reflective questions: For example, “What is something new you tried today?” or “What could you try next 
time?” 

 
Together, we can support children in seeing possibilities instead of limitations, building resilience and confi-
dence along the way. 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 
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WSS Superstar Staff of Term 2 Champions!
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WSS Superstar Staff pf Term 2 Champions!
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WSS Superstar Staff of Term 2 Champions!
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WSS Superstar Staff of Term 2 Champions!
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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Junior Section News; World Book Day Activities!

Mohd & his parents created an in-
spiring story about achieving his 
dream. They shared, “As part of 
Reading Week, we wanted our role 
to go beyond participation, so we 
turned reading into a real experi-
ence we share with them to truly 
root it in their hearts. With this in 
mind, Mohammad, Kinda, their 
father and I created an original 
short story, carefully tailored to 
their level, with the aim of strength-
ening their love for reading and 
deepening their connection to it. At 
home, we consistently reinforce 
these values. I always remind them 
that, “Reading is food for the soul,” 
and their father often says, “A 
reader is a leader.” This inspired us 
to make reading a meaningful and 
enjoyable experience for them. 
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Junior Section News; Celebrating World Book Day, 23/4/26!

Some of our Junior Teachers amazing World Book Day costumes on 23/4/26! 

We enjoyed a school costume parade when the children paraded through other 
parts of the school showing off their creative costumes & love of stories. Visiting 
FOW members & Reception guests thoroughly enjoyed the lively treat. 

Ms. Raghi story-reading as part of 
World Reading Day. She shared her 
love of reading in support of ‘Read 
Like a GEM’ 

Huge thanks to Ayat’s Mother & Abde 
Akber for joining class today for story-
reading. What a treat! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities!

Junior Section News; Celebrating World Book Day, 23/4/26!

Huge thanks to Muhd’s Mother for 
joining class today for story-reading. 

What a treat! She said, “I just wanted 
to share how much I enjoyed today’s 
reading session with Mohammad and 
his classmates. It was truly a wonderful 
experience. I was very happy to see how 
engaged and excited the children were 
during the story. Their enthusiasm made 
the session even more special and mean-
ingful. Thank you for giving me this 
opportunity to be part of their learning 
experience. I truly appreciate your ef-
forts in creating such enjoyable and 
enriching activities for the students.” 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS1H1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2F Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!
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Primary Section News; World Book Day Activities!

Kinda’s parent shared, “As part of 
Reading Week, we wanted our role to go 
beyond participation, so we turned read-
ing into a real experience we share with 
them to truly root it in their hearts. With 
this in mind, Mohammad, Kinda, their 
father, and I created an original short 
story, carefully tailored to their level, 
with the aim of strengthening their love 
for reading and deepening their connec-
tion to it. 
 
At home, we consistently reinforce these 
values. I always remind them “Reading 
is food for the soul.” And their father 
often says, “A reader is a leader.” This 
inspires us to make reading a meaning-
ful and enjoyable experience for them.” 
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Well done to 
Makkah (Y5D1) 
for her lovely 
work. She has 
been exploring 
her love of music 
by creating a 
book, ‘The 
World of Music’, 
which is filled 
with colourful 
illustrations of 
instruments & 
even her own 
song. This re-
flects wonderful 
creativity  & con-
fidence. 

Primary Section News
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Primary Section News; Music With Mr. Satish Benjamin!

Music with Mr. Satish Benjamin 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3D Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3F Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3H Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3S Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4D Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4F1 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4F2 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4H Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6D Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6F Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6S Learning Activities!
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Celebrating Y13 University Offers!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section BAG Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section BAG Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section BAG Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section Form Tutor Superstar Champions!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 ‘Proud of UAE’ Activities!

WSS Secondary Section Form Tutor Superstar Champions!
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Secondary Section News; GEMS Youth Parliament!



72 

 

Secondary Section News; Online Board Mock Exams!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 ‘Proud of UAE’ Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 PSHE!
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KS4 SPEA Slogan Activities; ’Protected Nation, Build 

Education’ !


