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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #30 

 11th May, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
School Fees, Next Academic Year 
2023-2024 
As many of you will have read in 
the media, the Authorities have 
approved a minimal fee rise of 

around 2.5% for the new academic year in schools 
across the Emirate, to cover rising costs, including a 
review of Teacher salary, which has been frozen, 
along with a fee increase freeze, since the start of 
COVID.  As soon as we have confirmation of the ex-
act approved fees from  SPEA we will inform parents 
for budgeting. 
 
Being Thoughtful of others; Behaviour in Reception 
Parents & guests are welcome to visit and wait in the 
Reception area. However, we must avoid disturbing 
others who are visiting or working in Reception. 
Please ensure that noise is kept to a minimum, devic-
es are kept at minimum volume and that your chil-
dren sit quietly (running and playing about in Recep-
tion disturbs others & is unsafe). Thank you for your 
support & cooperation. 
 
Taking Other People’s Children Home 
If you need someone else to take your child home,  it 
is critical that you inform school in writing in the 
morning, so that we can inform BBT, Security and 
the teacher. It is absolutely not allowed to take some-
one else’s child out of school without the parent’s 
written permission. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year (TBC by 
SPEA) 

Thurs. 29th 
June 

• Deadline to apply on the system for a TC 
(Transfer Certificate), if leaving WSS.  

• Deadline to apply for any certificate attestation 
arranged through the GRE Ms. Abir. 

• After this date, we would be unable to guarantee 
completion of your documents before August 
24th due to staff Annual Leave 

July 2023 • FYI, The WSS Threads Sixth Form (Y12-13) 
uniform will be available for distribution at 
Threads retail stores from July 2023. Actual 
date TBC by mid June 2023. 

Monday 
28/8/23 
 
Tuesday 
29/8/23 

• New student’s first day of the new academic 
year, subject to full T1 fees being cleared. 

• Returning students to rejoin from Tuesday 
29/8/23, subject to full T1 fees having been 
cleared. 

• Students must return within one week from 
school opening (by latest Monday 4th Septem-
ber). Seats will not be held beyond this date, 
even if the re-enrollment fee has been paid). 

• There are no Payment Plans for Term 1, so 
please Budget accordingly. Students will only be 
admitted for the new academic year once T1 
fees have been cleared in full. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

 
1, 2 

Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; general notices 
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Whole School News 

• Environmental Recycling Superstars  

• Storyboard Top Tips; ‘Developing Skills Through Hard Work’ & 
‘Preparing Students for the Future’ 

• Colin the Kindness Camel Award 

• Happy Birthdays! 
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Junior Section Superstar Champions 

•  
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Junior Section News 

• Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
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Primary Section News 

• Learning Activities 
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21-24 
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Secondary Section News 

• Mathsmania Magazine Launch, 8/5/23 

• Talent Shows, 8/5/23 

• Wellbeing Festival, 6/5/23 

• NASA STEAM Week 

• Creativity in Art 

• Leadership, Assessment & Learning Activities 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Thank you to Jeremiah (Y8BH1) for his 
kindness to his friend Muzammil. 

Jeremiah went out of his way to help Mu-
zammil (Y8BH1), who was using a wheel-
chair to get around in the classroom. The 
care and compassion he showed towards 
the student makes us proud of his actions 
& character. 

His actions were a shining example of the 
values we strive to instill in our students: 
kindness, compassion, and empathy. He 
not only helped the injured student with 
the wheelchair but also went the extra mile 
to make him feel included and valued in 
the classroom. 

Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  

Thank you to our superstar 
buddies Hatem and Ziad  
(Y9BS1) for helping Abdul-
lah Nabeel to carry his bag 
after his accident.  
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News 

Talha (Y2S2) has been practicing writing 
poetry! Great application of your literacy 
skills, Talha! 
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Junior Section News 

Well done to Ms. Israa  for her challenging, activity-filled lesson. Here is HOD MOE Subjects Mr. Osama enjoying his Les-
son Observation in FS2. 
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Junior Section News; Y1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News 

Well done to Ms. Basma, who created her own action rhyme to help her Arabic students enjoy their learning more. 

Thank you for your 
cute video on divi-
sion, Nabia! 
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Secondary Section News; Mathsmania Magazine Launch, 8/5/23! 

Check out the link to our maths magazine MATHMANIA 2023:  
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFbE6ZwECE/3DOnw03_IKh-XOboGvdeTg/view?
utm_content=DAFbE6ZwECE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_
source=publishsharelink  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAFbE6ZwECE%2F3DOnw03_IKh-XOboGvdeTg%2Fview%3Futm_content%3DDAFbE6ZwECE%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink%26utm_source%3Dpublishsharelink&data=05%7C01%7C
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAFbE6ZwECE%2F3DOnw03_IKh-XOboGvdeTg%2Fview%3Futm_content%3DDAFbE6ZwECE%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink%26utm_source%3Dpublishsharelink&data=05%7C01%7C
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAFbE6ZwECE%2F3DOnw03_IKh-XOboGvdeTg%2Fview%3Futm_content%3DDAFbE6ZwECE%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink%26utm_source%3Dpublishsharelink&data=05%7C01%7C
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Secondary Section News; Talent Shows, 8/5/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Talent Shows, 8/5/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Talent Shows, 8/5/23! 
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Secondary Section News; TMS Wellbeing Festival! 

WSS students participated in the Wellbeing Festival Mind + Body + Soul hosted by The Millennium School  Dubai., on Sat-
urday 6/5/23. 

This event promoted wellbeing as holistic, in that energizes all three - body, mind, and soul, & that a sustainable state of well-
being can be achieved by making small lifestyle changes. The event helped students explore and understand the various fac-
ets of good health through a range of fun activities. 

WSS students participated in many activities like pottery, exploring mandala, drama, dance and movement, Judo, Yoga, mu-
sic for healing, etc. Here are images expressing their enjoyment and wellbeing. 
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Secondary Section News; TMS Wellbeing Festival! 

Fatima Zahra (Y8GD1): “I was invited to go to The Millennium School, Dubai for a wellbeing festival Mind+Body+Soul. There 
were many activities for each of them; I had selected dance, mandala art and pottery. It helped us understand the different as-
pects of good mental health and these sessions helped us reach that goal. I got to meet many amazing teachers and students from 
other schools. Thank you to Ms Swati and Ms Laneetha for accompanying us on this wonderful trip.” 
 
Nada Odeh (Y8GH1): “On Saturday 6th May, I was invited to a special event in @TMS (The Millennium School) to attend the 
festival Well-being Mind+Body+Soul we were welcomed by the principal and the vice principal led after that with a nice song, 
sung by the students, then we went to our sessions, I choose pottery, yoga, and dance and movement. I loved everything there the 
students And the volunteers everything. I thank my teacher, Ms. Swati, and Ms. Binju, for choosing me for this event.” 
 
Nada’s Mother reply to our email: “...it was  my pleasure. And my daughter Nada was happy for attending  the event.” 
 
Ratib Hayat (Y7BD1): “On Saturday 6th May. Me, my friends, my teachers and the whole GEMS community were invited to a 
wellbeing festival @TMS (The Millennium School in Dubai). It was from 8:30 am till 2:00 pm. There were so many activities and 
all of them were interestingly fun. We chose three sessions out of options. First session we had pottery which was my first time 
and was nice for me to learn something new, second was judo and to be honest judo was ... fun learning also. Last one was ‘no 
more drama’ which helped us to learn to manage friendships and such relationships with conflicts. Overall, All the teachers, 
principals were very nice to us, students guidance @TMS was very helpful to us, & the arrangement was absolutely amazing. I 
would like to thank everyone for making this happen, Ms Swati and Ms Sony for helping us to make this come true.” 
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Secondary Section News; NASA Week STEAM Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; NASA Week STEAM Activities! 

Science Fair Projects 
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Secondary Section News; NASA Week STEAM Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; NASA Week STEAM Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; Creativity in Art! 
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Secondary Section News 

The Cambridge Board exams have started. WSS is an accredited CIE Examination Centre. Here are our English Second 
Language cohrt on Friday 5th May. We wish all our students every success in their examinations. 

• Abdul Rehman and Moh Omar (Y7BF1): Uniform Leaders diligently doing 
their task of uniform checking. 

• Hamza Y7BH1: Reading Arabic book for assignment. 

• Taqieldin Ahmed (Y7BS1) answering challenging question to achieve his target 
in Computing lesson. He also explained certain concepts on Computing topics flaw-
lessly. 

• Marwan and Moh. Tahir (Y8BS1) practicing for upcoming Progress Test 

• Namish and Azan (Y8BF2) completing maps for Geography assignment. 
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Secondary Section News 

Y9 students doing the theoretical part of their Computer Science assessment.  
 
The assessment was conducted smoothly by the ICT Department.  

WSS is an accredited Cambridge Examination Board Examination Centre. Here are IGCSE/AS/AL board exams in progress 
under full examination conditions. 


