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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #3 

7th September, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Junior Children Pick-up & 
Drop-off 
Please follow the designated 
doors, corridor access & 
route for OT drop-off & 
pick-up. For your children’s 
safety, parents are not al-

lowed to enter school beyond their Junior child’s 
classroom. Thank you. 
 
 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Week of 
25th-28th 
September 

• Meet your child’s Teacher; home-school Teach-
er ‘Meet-&-Greet meetings. Details to follow.  

Wed. 18th-
Thurs. 19th 
Oct 

• Mid-Term Break. School closed for students. 

• School opens on Monday  23rd October 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—
Monday 1st 
January 

• School closed for Winter Break. 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Caring for Personal Belongings in School 

• So that we can return lost items, please name & ID all your child’s 
belongings (a marker pen on the label is a good idea for uniform). 

• Please talk to your child about being responsible for their items.  

• Devices should be kept safely in bag/locker when not in use. 

• Misplaced items are kept in the Lost & Found cupboard in East Lob-
by (for books, stationary, water bottles & similar items), or with Se-
curity (for valuable items & devices) 

• Unclaimed items may be disposed of at the end of the Term/Year, so 
please encourage your child to check the Lost & Found cupboard if 
they have misplaced any personal item. 

• Please avoid sending valuable items, such as jewelry/watches, to 
school with your child. School is not responsible in case of loss or 
damage. 

• While school is not responsible for lost personal items, rest assured 
that the Support Staff Team & MSO will do their best to try to locate 
misplaced items. Please be patient & respectful to the team—we are 
here to help. Thank you. 

 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 
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• Message from the Principal; general notices 
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Whole School News; 360◦ Engagement SPR Workshop, 7/9/23! 

The Principal Ms. Valerie, VP Mr. Shujahat, other SLT & the PRE welcomed an enthusiastic & positive group of students, 
parents & staff on 7/9/23, with the objective of reviewing key School Performance (SPR—inspection) Report target areas to 
feed into our Self-Evaluation Form (SEF) & School Improvement Plan (SIP). Improving stakeholder engagement is one of 
our targets for this year, so it was wonderful to start off the year with this engaged focus group meeting.  
 
When the PRE asked a parent whether she felt that actions are taken following parent feedback, the parent reported that 
‘yes, she felt that we can feel improvements & that school is listening to us’. This meeting was an additional opportunity for 
parents to feed into our school development plans.  
 
Huge thanks to our wonderfully supportive parents, dynamic students & committed staff who attended & shared their valu-
able time, support & ideas! 
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Many thanks , dear parents, for ensuring that your children come to school looking super professional, in perfect school uni-
form (tie/scarf for Y3-13, ID card (parent & child), black shoes, school hair ties, Y3-13 boys with shirts tucked in, plain 
black/light blue/white head scarves (if required), plain dark blue leggings etc.). They look super ready for their ‘office’. We 
love it—many thanks! 

Whole School News; Smart, Professional Uniform! 

Whole School News; 360◦ Engagement SPR Workshop, 7/9/23! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Continuous Professional Development! 

Ms. Bhavna, GEMS Corporate 
Health & Safety leader visited WSS 
to deliver staff training on Risk As-
sessment on 6/9/23. 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Environment & Sustainability Initiatives! 

With Ms. Laneetha & Team 
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WSS Environment & Sustainability Initiatives! 

With Ms. Laneetha & Team 
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Happy Birthdays!
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

‘Marbles in a Jar’ & ‘Take Home Ted-
dy’ are two very positive strategies used 
in the Junior Section to promote positive 
learning behaviours. 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

Y2F2 with Ms. Benil 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

‘Exploring Emotions’ & ‘Musical Fun Time’ 
with Ms. Asma. 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Primary Section News 

Year 6 Radio show was broadcast by Aatika & Ayana through TEAMS on 7/9/23. The theme was about Literacy week & the 
role of literacy in enabling us to fulfil our potential for success. They spoke very confidently! Well done. 
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Primary Section News; Century Tech! 

A key target for us from our SPR Inspection Report was to increase innovation & challenge in the classroom, to better sup-
port the personalisation of learning. Meeting the individual learning needs of 30 children in a class can be challenging, so the 
question is how can we do this?  
 
We are very excited to be introducing a new resource, Century Tech. This innovative  IT programme provides scaffolded 
learning tasks & questions adapted to the understanding & achievement level of each child. As the child progresses through 
the tasks & questions, the programme responds to ensure appropriate practice, progress & success. Here the teachers are 
engaging in training to maximise the effective use of our new learning tool. 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y5! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y5! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Budding author Fatim Navas has published her own poem in a book entitled ‘Parallel Thoughts’. Congratulations, Fatim, 
may you always enjoy creative, reflective expression! 

Fatim Navas (Y9GD) said,  

“When I first started writing my poems, I didn’t write with the intention to publish them as a book; I wrote my poems purely out 
of interest. Poetry consoles my heart and gives me a sense of control over my feelings, which I usually can’t express verbally. 
Moreover, it helps me experiment and engage with a variety of topics which pique my curiosity, but most importantly, I write po-
etry because it’s one of the few things I genuinely enjoy, and being able to share it with others is truly such an honor.” 
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Secondary Section News; Back into Learning in KS3! 
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Secondary Section News; Y10 & Y11 Working on their Learning Environment! 

Year 10 & Y11 Girls working on their form class display board. The themes were ‘What to do when I mistake?’ and ‘What is 
my IGCSE target?’  Students have set their IGCSE targets and making strategies to achieve them. 
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Secondary Section News; Y10 & Y11 Working on their Learning Environment! 

Year 10 & Y11 Boys working on their form 
class display boards.  
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Year 10 & Y11 Girls working on their form class display board. 

Secondary Section News; Y10 & Y11 Working on their Learning Environment! 



30 

 

Secondary Section News; Independent Learning in Sixth Form! 

Student Leaders shared the Sixth Form Independent Learning Policy with Y12 and reinforced it to Y13 students. 


