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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #29 

 4th May, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Safeguarding; Student & Parent 
IDs 
As per company Safeguarding 
Audit, wearing a WSS ID in 
school is compulsory for Staff, 

Students & Parents. Many thanks to all who have 
been supporting with this important security initia-
tive & ensuring that you & your children wear the ID 
to school daily. If you need to purchase a new lan-
yard, cardholder or card, do please contact the BBT 
(Bus) office, situated in Reception, or send AED25/- 
with your child to school so we can help organise a 

new ID. 
 
Professional Dress; Smart 
School Uniform 
Almost all our students are 
coming to school dressed in 
smart, professional full school 
uniform—thank you dear par-
ents. Wearing uniform helps to 
teach self-discipline, promote 
high standards of professional 
dress & gives a sense of belong-
ing to a community. If your 
child still needs to buy a tie/
scarf, please send the money 
with your child so that we can 
help them to purchase from the 
school Bookstore (Tie AED27/-. 
Scarf AED32.50/-). Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Tuesday 
2/5/23 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee. Un-booked 
& unpaid seats beyond the given deadline would be 
given to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, so to 
avoid stress & disappointment, do please complete re-
enrollment & re-enrollment payment by the given 
deadlines. 

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year (TBC by 
SPEA) 

Thurs. 29th 
June 

• Deadline to apply on the system for a TC 
(Transfer Certificate), if leaving WSS.  

• Deadline to apply for any certificate attestation 
arranged through the GRE Ms. Abir. 

• After this date, we would be unable to guarantee 
completion of your documents before August 
24th due to staff Annual Leave 

July 2023 • FYI, The WSS Threads Sixth Form (Y12-13) 
uniform will be available for distribution at 
Threads retail stores from July 2023. Actual 
date TBC by mid June 2023. 

Monday 
28/8/23 
 
Tuesday 
29/8/23 

• New student’s first day of the new academic 
year, subject to full T1 fees being cleared. 

• Returning students to rejoin from Tuesday 
29/8/23, subject to full T1 fees having been 
cleared. 

• There are no Payment Plans for Term 1, so 
please Budget accordingly. Students will only be 
admitted for the new academic year once T1 
fees have been cleared in full. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• Boys’ Haircut Bilo Rule #0.13 

• Parent Handbook QR Code 
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Whole School News 

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions  

• WSS Superstar Champions 

• WSS Safeguarding Initiatives  (Carpark Mirrors, Staff’ Offsite 
Evacuation Drill, Fire Drill on 2/5/23) 

• MOE Subject Team CPD 

• Storyboard Top Tip; ‘Preparing for T3 Exams’ & ‘Acts of Kind-
ness’ 

9 • WSS Birthdays for the Week 

  
10 
11 
 

Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• WSS Junior Superstars  

• Tanishka’s Music Video ‘I Love Dubai’ Performance 
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13-17 
 
18-20 
21-27 

Junior Section News 

• Y1F2 Assembly, 1/5/23 

• Y2 Graduation Ceremony, 1/5/23 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 

 
28-30 

Primary Section News 

• Project-based Learning 

 31 Primary & Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

  
32-33 

Secondary Section News 

• Maths Mania Final Round 

Extreme Western Hairstyles & Long Hair 

for Boys  

WSS had a 2-day SPEA Inspection this 

week, where they looked into all areas of 

school operations, visited classes, checked 

facilities, collected evidence od Safeguarding 

& Inclusion processes & interviewed key 

staff. 

One area for Action that they identified was 

that they found several boys with long hair 

(below shoulder length). They said that this 

is not allowed (see Parent Handbook p16, 

quoting the 2018-2019 MOE Bilo, Rule #0.13, 

p22). Parents are requested to ensure that 

boys’ hair is cut in a smart, short, profession-

al, traditionally male style, as per MOE ex-

pectations. Girls hair should not be styled in 

extreme western styles, eg. avoid unatural , 

bright hair colour. Thank you. 
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Mr. Arvie receiving his ‘Star Teacher of the Week’ prize 
from Dr. Lisa, in recognition of hos ‘above & beyond’ con-
tribution to the Primary Section & his class’ learning. 
Thank you Mr. Arvie! 

Environment & Climate Change Action Superstar Champions! 

GEMS & WSS are looking at ways to become more sustainable & environmentally friendly, such as through our recycling 
initiative & reducing the use of plastic in school. GEMS Teachers are currently undertaking the following United Nations 
Climate Change online courses to raise awareness of the impact of our consumption of energy, water & resources, along with 
devastating consequences of the rising level of Greenhouse Gases in the atmosphere.  
 
If you are interested, feel free to participate too! 

• Course: Sustainable Diet (unccelearn.org)   

• Course: Introductory e-Course on Climate Change (unccelearn.org) 

• Course: Children and Climate Change (unccelearn.org)    

• Course: Human Health and Climate Change (unccelearn.org) 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funccelearn.org%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D56%26page%3Doverview&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cfce0d17fca26425558f008dad101aab5%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6380521
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funccelearn.org%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D7%26page%3Doverview&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cfce0d17fca26425558f008dad101aab5%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C63805210
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funccelearn.org%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D23%26page%3Doverview&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cfce0d17fca26425558f008dad101aab5%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6380521
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funccelearn.org%2Fcourse%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D20%26page%3Doverview&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cfce0d17fca26425558f008dad101aab5%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6380521
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Whole School News; Safeguarding! 

‘We need safety mirrors 

in the WSS carpark to 

make it safer.’ 

Thank you to the MSO 

for fixing new safety 

mirrors at the WSS 

carpark exit to make 

driving there safer. 

On 1/5/23, all WSS 

staff performed an 

offsite evacuation drill 

to our sister school 

GCS, in order to prac-

tice incase there was 

ever a critical emergen-

cy requiring us to fully 

evacuate WSS grounds. 

Many thanks to their 

Principal Ms. Albie & 

the GCS team for host-

ing this important 

Safeguarding practice. 

On 2/5/23 WSS performed our T3 Fire drill. Termly Fire Drills are required to practice evacuation protocols & routes, so 

that in case of any emergency evacuation, we are all familiar with the required actions. Fire Drills are attended by a repre-

sentative of Safecore, our Security Provider. Students & staff achieved the smoothest, fastest full-school exit yet. Well done! 
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Whole School News! 

Congratulations to Mr. Osama for his promotion to HOD MOE Sub-

jects. This extended responsibility covers Arabic, Islamic Studies and 

Social Studies (Arabic). We wish him & his team every continuing suc-

cess.  Here Mr. Soma observes a lesson with our Learning Coach Dr. 

Lisa, as part of our CPD (Continuing Professional Development) pro-

gramme for teachers. Lesson observations at WSS include  ‘Book 

Looks’ to monitor the improvement over time of students’ written 

work, Teachers’ marking & feedback, as well as the quality of Lesson 

Plans & support for individual learning needs. 

MOE Subjects Team 

CPD with VP Mr. Suj, 

LC Dr. Lisa & MOE 

HOD Mr. Osama 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 



11 

 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

 

Well done to Liam Baraka (Y2 H1) for showing excellent mathematical skills and justifying his 

answers. Thanks to Ms. Fauzia and Ms. Benil for setting the engaging challenge for the students.  

 

Congratulations to performer superstar Tanishka Preemon (FS2 D2) who acted in the Music video ‘I love Dubai 2.0’ created 
by Blue Music Record Label. It was released last week. Below is the youtube link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8iF3La049k&list=RDG8iF3La049k&start_radio=1 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DG8iF3La049k%26list%3DRDG8iF3La049k%26start_radio%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cedf8a2bb3a354bcedaa808db4c637955%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9a
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Junior Section News; Y1F2  Assembly, 1/5/23! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation Ceremony, 1/5/23! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation Ceremony, 1/5/23! 



15 

 

Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation Ceremony, 1/5/23! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation Ceremony, 1/5/23! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Graduation Ceremony, 1/5/23! 
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities! 

FS2D1 with Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities! 

FS2S2 with Ms. Karen 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 ME Project Exhibition! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 ME Project Exhibition! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 ME Project Exhibition! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Literacy Skills! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Numeracy Skills! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Numeracy Skills! 
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Primary Section News; Project-Based Learning! 
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Primary Section News; Project-Based Learning! 

Y5F3 with Mr. Arvie learning through group activities to use 
prefixes effectively in writing a narrative poem. 
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Primary Section News 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

 

Well done to Mohamed Ahmed Abdelraouf- (Y4 H2) for his excellent research in Islamic studies. 

His knowledge showed information well above expectations for his age. Thanks to Ms. Asmaa 

Gadou for providing the challenge.  
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Secondary Section News; Maths Mania! 

KS3 ‘Paper Frenzy: Origami Battle’ 
and KS4  ‘Abstract Fusion: Artistic 
Contest’  
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Secondary Section News; Maths Mania! 


