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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #28 

 27th April, 2023 

Message from the Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
Many thanks to all parents who have supported so 
well by ensuring  that your children are coming to 
school in perfect uniform, with school ID card & by 
latest 7:20am. Great job! Much appreciated! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

24/4/23 • New school timings (7:20am-12:25/2:20pm) start 
from the first school day after Eid.   

Tuesday 
2/5/23 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee. Un-booked 
& unpaid seats beyond the given deadline would be 
given to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, so to 
avoid stress & disappointment, do please complete re-
enrollment & re-enrollment payment by the given 
deadlines. 

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year (TBC by SPEA) 

Thurs. 29th 
June 

• Deadline to apply on the system for a TC 
(Transfer Certificate), if leaving WSS.  

• Deadline to apply for any certificate attestation 
arranged through the GRE Ms. Abir. 

• After this date, we would be unable to guarantee 
completion of your documents before August 
24th due to staff Annual Leave 

July 2023 • FYI, The WSS Threads Sixth Form (Y12-13) 
uniform will be available for distribution at 
Threads retail stores from July 2023. Actual 
date TBC by mid June 2023. 

• The sale of existing old Sixth Form (Y12-13) 
uniform will be discontinued from the retail 
stores by end April 2023.   

Monday 
28/8/23 
 
Tuesday 
29/8/23 

• New student’s first day of the new academic year, 
subject to full T1 fees being cleared. 

• Returning students to rejoin from Tuesday 29/8/23, 
subject to full T1 fees having been cleared. 

• There are no Payment Plans for Term 1, so please 
Budget accordingly. Students will only be admitted 
for the new academic year once T1 fees have been 
cleared in full. Thank you. 
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Thank you to the APs Secondary for this 
new ‘Have your Say’ initiative; Students, 
Parents & Staff are invited to scan the QR 
code displayed in classrooms & offices to 
share feedback & suggestions for improve-
ment. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Whole School News; Safeguarding—Other People’s Children! 

Shenya (FS2H1) treated our VIP guests Dr. Saima Rana (GEMS Education CEO) & Ms. Ranju Anand (Senior Vice Presi-
dent Schools) to an amazing vocal rendition of  ‘The Sun Will Come Out Tomorrow’ from the musical ‘Annie’. We were very 
impressed with her lovely voice & confidence. We also had an impressively long & perfectly delivered  poetry recitation from 
Zainab (Y6GD). Thanks too, to our super Secondary Head Boy & Head Girl  for specially coming into school to meet our 
guests & to host them around school. We really appreciate your support. 

VIP Guests at WSS, 26/4/23!
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Whole School News; SPR Inspection Report Action Meeting, 18/4/23! 

The WSS LAB (Local Adviso-
ry Body), PPP (Positive Par-
ent Partners), SLT (Senior 
Leadership team) and Stu-
dent Leaders worked togeth-
er to review our SPR Inspec-
tion Report Recommenda-
tions for ‘next step’ school 
development. The team con-
tributed initiatives for inclu-
sion in the School Develop-
ment Plan. Many thanks to 
all involved—it was a very 
productive meeting. 
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Whole School News; Government of Sharjah Social Service Conference, 26/4/23!! 

WSS Head of Inclusion Ms. Rema & Guidance 
Counselor (GC) Ms. Gincy attended Sharjah 
Government’s Social Service Conference on the 
theme ‘Innovation in Social Work’ at the Al Ja-
waher Hall on 26/5/23. 

Please note that we are introducing a smart 
new uniform for Sixth Formers from Septem-
ber 2023. However, Sixth Form (Y12-13) may 
continue to wear their old Secondary uniform 
if parents wish. 

Uniform, From 28/8/23
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Whole School News; GEMS Creative Cluster Event at WSD, 27/4/23! 

WSS is part of MSVP Ms. Ranju’s 
Cluster of schools. On 27/4/23, WSD 
hosted a Creative competition, which 
included a range of visual & perform-
ing arts categories.  
 
WSS had 3 participating students, 
Shenya (FS2H1) who sang a super cute 
song & was the star of the show, 
Meerab Naeem (Y10GS) who contrib-
uted a beautiful painting, & Zainab 
Manasawala (Y6GD) who recited a 
wonderfully confident poem about pre-
serving the environment. We are very 
proud of their talented contribution! 
 
Thank you to Ms. Christine & Ms. 
Vandana for accompanying & to our 
sister school WSD for hosting this 
Cluster event. 



8 

 

Whole School News; Ramadan Bridge of Empathy Charity Drive, 18/4/23! 

A huge thank you to 
all parents, students 
& staff who so posi-
tively engaged with 
the WSS Islamic 
Team’s ‘Bridge of 
Empathy’ Charity 
Drive. Donated items 
were distributed to 
our appreciative Sup-
port Staff & Drivers 
by our proactive Stu-
dent Islamic Council. 
Many thanks to Ms. 
Mukhsana & her 
Team for organizing 
such a caring event. 
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At WSS we are always looking out for new, innovative 
or more effective ways to improve our students’ learn-
ing. Here some of our MOE subject team is undergoing 
training on a new platform for non-Arabic speaking 
students, with Mr. Bara Hakim, the platform coach. 

Whole School News; Arabist Training! 
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Whole School News 

WSS hosted SPEA School Improve-
ment Advisor Ms. Lynn’s Beacon 
Schools group meeting on 17/4/23. 13 
school Principals or their representa-
tives attended to discuss innovative 
coaching & school support initiatives 
to support ongoing school develop-
ment across the Emirate of Sharjah. 

WSS’s green-fingered Environmen-
tal Club leaders sharing home-grown 
produce from the school garden. 
Well done to students & teachers for 
their fruitful initiative. 
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SLT attended a GEMS Iftar event on 13/4/23, along 
with our GEMS Founder & Chairman Mr. Sunny 
Varkey, GEMS Chief Education Officer Dr. Saima 
Rana & our School Cluster Senior Vice President 
Ms. Ranju. 

Whole School News 

Check out our beautifully produced & profession-
ally presented first ever Ramadan Magazine, creat-
ed by our talented Islamic Team of Ms. Mukhsana, 
Teachers & Islamic Student Council.  
 

https://www.flipsnack.com/gemswss/
ramadan-magazine.html  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flipsnack.com%2Fgemswss%2Framadan-magazine.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C9644acc46f5b4a34799f08db3ffb66bf%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638174121333418559
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flipsnack.com%2Fgemswss%2Framadan-magazine.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C9644acc46f5b4a34799f08db3ffb66bf%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638174121333418559
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We thank our students & par-
ents for their kind & generous 
contributions towards the WSS 
Iftar event on 13/4/23. It was a 
very special event & enjoyed by 
all! 

Whole School News; WSS Iftar, 13/4/23! 
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WSS Superstar Champions; Spotlight on Success! 

We love to celebrate success, commitment & hard work at 
WSS. Congratulations to Leyana David, sister Dayana & 
her supportive family for her exceptional achievement for 
her age—we are very proud of her! 
 

1. Leyana has achieved Grade 8, the highest grade, at the 
age of 10, in Electronic Keyboard from Trinity College Lon-
don (in February, 2023). As per Google, this makes her the 
youngest one in the world to reach this high standard. She 
traveled to London and received special appreciation direct-
ly from Trinity College (Image 1) as well as from Dubai 
Trinity College (Image 3).  She is now in the application 
process of documenting her achievement in multiple Nation-
al and International Record platforms. 
 

2. Leyana can also play the keyboard blindfolded while 
answering mathematical problems. 
 
3.    Leyana secured the second runner-up position at the 
UCMAS State level (Kerala)  Abacus competition. Current-
ly, she is at the 5th level of Abacus. 
 

4. In Karate, Leyana has earned the final Brown Belt and 
is waiting for the Black Belt assessment by May, 2023.  
 

5. Leyana and her sister, Dayana David, were invited to 
perform Music on the Keyboard, Keytar, Guitar and Violin 
in the Club FM 99.6 Carnival 2023 in March, 2023, at Souk 
Al Marfa, Dubai islands. They received an Appreciation 
Certificate from the famous Magician Mr. Gopinath Mu-
thukad (Image 4). 

 
Leyana’s achievement was aired over the MediaOne TV 
channel on 19th March, 2023. Following is the link for this: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nscmWeuravI 

 

7. Her achievement was documented in 3 newspapers as 
found at the following links & available in regular hardcopy 
format too: 

 
Madhyamam on 26th March 2023 – https://
www.madhyamam.com/lifestyle/woman/little-tacher-leyana-
1143280 
 
Mathrubhumi on 25th March 2023- https://
newspaper.mathrubhumi.com/pravasi/gulf/pravasi-
1.8420693 

 
Malayala Manorama on 15th April 2023- https://
www.manoramaonline.com/global-malayali/gulf/2023/04/15/
chat-with-music-teacher-david-raja-and-family.html 
 

8. Leyana is also a Grade 3 holder in Violin with Distinc-
tion at the age of 8 years.  

 
Check out Leyana’s and sister Dayana’s YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6LSipwrhCv_0A-
4CT6TA6Q 
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DnscmWeuravI&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638180533653002582%7CUnknown
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.madhyamam.com%2Flifestyle%2Fwoman%2Flittle-tacher-leyana-1143280&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.madhyamam.com%2Flifestyle%2Fwoman%2Flittle-tacher-leyana-1143280&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.madhyamam.com%2Flifestyle%2Fwoman%2Flittle-tacher-leyana-1143280&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewspaper.mathrubhumi.com%2Fpravasi%2Fgulf%2Fpravasi-1.8420693&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6381805
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewspaper.mathrubhumi.com%2Fpravasi%2Fgulf%2Fpravasi-1.8420693&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6381805
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewspaper.mathrubhumi.com%2Fpravasi%2Fgulf%2Fpravasi-1.8420693&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C6381805
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manoramaonline.com%2Fglobal-malayali%2Fgulf%2F2023%2F04%2F15%2Fchat-with-music-teacher-david-raja-and-family.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manoramaonline.com%2Fglobal-malayali%2Fgulf%2F2023%2F04%2F15%2Fchat-with-music-teacher-david-raja-and-family.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manoramaonline.com%2Fglobal-malayali%2Fgulf%2F2023%2F04%2F15%2Fchat-with-music-teacher-david-raja-and-family.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC6LSipwrhCv_0A-4CT6TA6Q&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C63818053365300258
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fchannel%2FUC6LSipwrhCv_0A-4CT6TA6Q&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C043f955c63bc4aa7190f08db45d02f0f%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C63818053365300258
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Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions; Literacy Week Winners! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Y1 Literacy Week Winners! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News 

 

Projects were 1) How I 
apply Ramadan Values 
at home,  & 2) Pollution 
Solution Projects. Stu-
dents spoke very confi-
dently to Ms. Valerie, 
Dr. Lisa, other SLT & 
our special GEMS guests 
SVP Ms. Ranju & HR 
BP Ms. Zarah, who were 
very impressed with the 
children’s knowledgea-
ble explanations & beau-
tiful projects! 

Junior Section News; Y2 Moral Education Projects Exhibition, 18/4/23! 
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Junior Section News 

 

Junior Section News; Eid Celebration Day, 27/4/23! 
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Junior Section News; Student Voice—Ramadan! 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Learning Fun in FS2! 

FS2F1 with Ms. Himaya 
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Junior Section News; Learning Fun in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Fun in Y2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions; Welcoming Ramadan! 

Certificates were award-

ed by Ms. Sana Shabbir 

for  students who best 

welcomed the holy month 

of Ramadan 
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 & Y6 Islamic Ramadan Assembly, 18/4/23! 
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Primary Section News 



31 

 

Primary Section News 

Amazing Maths with Y3F1, who 
were problem-solving using addi-
tion of pounds & pence!  
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Primary Section News; Scintillating Science! 
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Secondary Section News; SPAG Royale! 
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Secondary Section News; Y11 Options Event, 17/4/23! 
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Secondary Section News; IGCSE Cambridge Board Accreditation, 2023! 

WSS English Department achieved a historic first for WSS over the weekend, by administering our first ever CIE Practical 
Speaking tests with our own school examiners (rather than Board staff). The last formal speaking tests were administered 
prior to COVID by British Council Board examiners.  However, we have now trained six of our own WSS examiners. Well 
done to the English team—we are proud of this significant development! 
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Secondary Section News; Cyber-security Ambassadors! 

Ten Y12 students, along with 2 Teachers, Ms. Sony and Mr. Pratik, attended an exclusive 2-hour, comprehensive session on 
Cybersecurity at ESET Middle East Headquarters in Dubai Internet City, Dubai on 13/4/23. The programme was organized 
by Yallaschools UAE. Thank you to Yallaschools for hosting this important Safeguarding event. 
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Secondary Section News; Maths Mania Week! 

During Maths Mania 
week, students linked 
abstract art to Maths. 
Thanks Ms. Lucy for 
organizing this inno-
vative event! 
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Secondary Section News; Maths Mania Week! 

With Ms. Lucy Chester 


