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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #24 

 5th March, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Over the past week, many 
of us would have felt unset-
tled by regional tensions, 
media images of an unpre-
dictable situation & 
thoughts of family security 
and loved ones overseas. 
However, throughout this 
challenging time, the gov-

ernment has maintained reassuring communica-
tion, an orderly continuation of infrastructure & 
services, & prioritized security for all citizens.. As 
an educator I value the systems & services in place 
that supported the smooth transition to online Dis-
tance Learning for the continuity of our children’s 
learning. This connectedness is a great blessing.   I 
sincerely thank our WSS community of students, 
parents and teachers for their deep commitment to 
learning & wellbeing. 

I am extremely grateful to the government of the 
UAE for their calm, strong & focused leadership 
through  this difficult time. Thank you. 

Wishing all our dear WSS families Eid Mubarak. 
Stay safe & well. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 
 

Date  Details 

Monday 
16/2/26 to 
Sunday 
5/4/26 

• The Re-enrolment facility for seats for Sept. 26-
27 is open, subject to no pending T2 fees or be-
haviour blocks/On Probation. 

• Deadline to re-enroll (online & payment) is Sun-
day 5/4/26, after which time un-booked seats 
would be released to the Waiting List. Seats are 
limited, so to avoid inconvenience & upset, do 
please re-enroll/pay within the deadline.  

• Please note that the re-enrollment fee is non-
refundable & non-transferable in any case, how-
ever is deducted against T1 fees. 

Monday 
9/3/26 to 
Sunday 
22/3/26 

• Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Admin team Cover is online throughout (8am-
12:30pm) (except Eid), but not in school until 
further notice. 

• T3 Fees due by latest Monday 23/3/26. Thank 
you. 

Thursday 
2/4/26 

• Whole school T2 Report Card PTM, 8am-
3:30pm. Both drop-in & booked slots will be 
available. Arrangement details TBC 

• Non-school day for students 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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5-6 
 
7 
8 
 
 

Whole School News 

• Support for Mental Wellbeing 

• Family First Spring Break Design The Future Competition 
(optional) 

• Being a GEM; Ramadan Acts of Kindness 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champion—
Germinating a New Plant 

 

 
9-10 
11 
12-19 
 
20-23 
24-30 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• FS1 Online Learning Activities 

• FS2 online DL activities (Writing, Maths, Understanding the 
World) 

• Y1 Online Learning Activities 

• Y2 Online Learning Activities 
 

 
31 
32 
32-38 
39-41 
42 
43-46 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Music Lesson with Mr. Benjamin  

• Primary Learning Activities (General) 

• Y3 Online Learning Activities 

• Y4 Online Learning Activities 

• Y5 Online Learning Activities 

• Y6 Online Learning Activities 
 

  
47-49 
50 
51 

Secondary Section News 

• KS3 Online Activities 

• KS4 Family First Parental Engagement 

• KS5 Parenting Tips 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR

F
S

2
 w

ri
ti

n
g

 s
k

il
ls

—
o

n
li

n
e 

S
h

o
w

 C
a

ll
! 



4 

 

Whole School News; Support for Mental Wellbeing!
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Whole School News; Family First Spring Break Activity!
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Whole School News; Family First Spring Break Activity!
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WSS Superstar Champions; Ramadan Acts of Kindness!

W
el

l 
d

o
n

e 
to

 H
a

m
n

a
h

 &
 (

Y
2

H
2

) 
&

 H
a
y
a
 

(Y
2

H
2

) 
fo

r 
y

o
u

r 
R

a
m

a
d

a
n

 A
ct

s 
o

f 
K

in
d

n
e
ss

 
&

 f
o

r 
sh

a
ri

n
g

 t
h

e 
v

id
eo

 w
it

h
 u

s.
 I

t 
w

a
s 

lo
v

e-
ly

 t
o

 s
ee

 y
o

u
 a

p
p

ly
in

g
 I

sl
a

m
ic

 v
a

lu
es

 t
o

 y
o

u
r 

li
fe

 



8 

 

Well done to Moh’d (Y1F) for making a plan & success-
fully germinating a seed! Thank you for sharing your vid-
eo. 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Huge thank you to all parents who 
supported your children through 
the Online DL this week. We under-
stand that it is not easy to juggle the 
learning needs of multiple children 
for multiple devices & multiple qui-
et spaces, but you have done an 
amazing job.  
 
We had around 90% attendance 
daily & most of the students joined 
in smart school uniform, which gave 
their online classes a serious note. 
 
We now have a 2-week break to rest 
& recuperate, & hope that things 
settle for the start of Term 3. We 
will keep you updated. 

Translated & shared by Dr. Osama 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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Junior Section News; FS1 Online Writing Activities!



12 

 

Junior Section News; FS Online Writing Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS Online Writing Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS2 Online Writing Activities!

Here we have FS2D2 students applying 
their growing writing skills to form words & 
sentences using the digraph ‘or’. 
 
Online or F2F, home-school teamwork en-
sures that learning continues. 

Show Call for Syed (FS2S1) (using the ‘or’ digraph) 
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Junior Section News; FS2 Online Writing Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS2 Online MathsActivities!

FS2H2 with Ms. Karen 



17 

 

FS2 Preparing Healthy Iftar Sandwiches!

FS2H1 & FS2H2 students prepared healthy sandwiches for Iftar. This 
activity related to their ‘Understanding the World’ topic. 
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FS2D1 Online Learning Activities!
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FS2D2 Online Learning Activities!
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Y1D Online Learning Activities!
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Y1H Online Learning Activities!
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Y1F & Y1S Online Learning Activities!
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Y1F & Y1S2 Online Learning Activities!
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Y2F Online Learning Activities!
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Y2 Online Learning Activities!
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Y2 Online Learning Activities!

Y2 even continued 
their BAG 
‘Marbles in the 
Jar’ initiative to 
reinforce positive-
BAG behaviours! 



27 

 

Y2H2 Last Week’s Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News

S
a

if
(Y

1
S

2
) 

sh
a

re
s 

h
is

 b
ea

u
ti

fu
l 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 w

it
h

 
u

s.
 H

e 
is

 h
a

rd
 a

t 
w

o
rk

 o
n

li
n

e 
w

it
h

 h
is

 c
la

ss
-

m
a

te
s 

&
 t

ea
ch

er
s.

 T
h

a
n

k
 y

o
u

 t
o

 a
ll

 o
u

r 
su

p
er

 
su

p
p

o
rt

iv
e 

le
a

rn
in

g
 p

a
rt

n
er

s,
 o

u
r 

d
ea

r 
p

a
r-

en
ts

. 



29 

 

Junior Section News; Y2D2 Recent Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Online DL Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Music Learning Activities!

An online Music class with Mr. Benjamin. 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3H2 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Online Learning Activities!

With Ms. Dalal, who conducted a dictation activity for the Y3 class. During the dictation, the students kept their cameras on. 
Afterward, each student corrected their own work by underlining the mistakes and rewriting the correct words several times. 
They then showed their answers on camera and sent them in the chat on Microsoft Teams. 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Online Learning Activities!

With Ms. Dalal. Students completed the ‘I Do’ activity, then presented 
their answers on Microsoft Teams. 
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Primary Section News; Y4 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Online Learning Activities!

Primary Section News; Y5 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Online Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Online Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Activities!
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Y7B & Y&G with Ms. Juma; students were learning how to do a linguistic analysis of a text. 

Secondary Section News; KS3 Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Activities!
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KS4; Family First Parental Engagement!
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KS5; Family First Parenting Tips!


