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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #24 

 9th March, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Ramadan Arrangements 
Please note that the Canteen has 
to be closed during Ramadan. 
Please send snack & usual water 
bottle from home for your non-

fasting children. Separate eating rooms will be pro-
vided if required.  
 
Safeguarding; Wearing the WSS ID Card 
Your children need to wear their WSS ID card to 
school daily. This is required for safeguarding, iden-
tification & emergency contacts in case of any acci-
dent. The ID card is part of our required uniform & 
it is a disciplinary issue not to wear it. If your child 
needs a new ID card, please contact the BBT office 
(cost of a replacement is AED25/-). Thank you.  
 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Tues. 2nd 
May 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Tuesday 
2nd May  

• Un-booked & unpaid seats beyond the given deadline 
would be given to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, 
so to avoid stress & disappointment, do please com-
plete re-enrollment & re-enrollment payment by the 
given deadlines. 

Thurs. 16th 
March 

• 7:30am-1pm; School moves onto  Exam timings for all 
students. 

Tues. 21st or 
Wed. 22nd 
March 
(TBC) 

• Possible start of Ramadan. 

• 8am-1pm; School moves to Ramadan timings for all 
students 

• No Babysitting after 1pm. Parents of OT students, 
please collect them on time. Thanks. 

Monday 20th 
March 

• International Day & Mothers’ Day Celebrations. 

• Students may bring traditional food to share & wear 
traditional dress (optional). 

27/3/23 to 
6/4/23 
 
10/4/23 

• Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Term 3 starts on Monday 10/4/23. T3 fees due, thank 
you. 

• School moves to the new day timings (7:20am-
12:25/2:20pm 

19/4/23 • T3 Mid-Term Break (1 day added on to Eid break. 
TBC) 

Tuesday 
2/5/23 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee  

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year. (TBC by 
SPEA) 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Item Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary & gen-
eral notices 

•   

3 
3 
 
4-7 
8 
9 
10 
 
11 

Whole School News • Contents 

• Parent Handbook QR Code link 

• New School-Day Timings 

• Haq Al Laila & Cultural Day 

• Ramadan Charity Drive, 10/4/23 

• Innovation Times 

• Staff CPD 

• Storyboard Top Tips—Bus 
Code of Conduct  

 12 Whole School Environmental 
Recycling Superstar Champi-
ons 

•  

 13-14 Junior Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Class Champions, Wellbeing 
Champions & Take Home Ted-
dy Winners 

 15-16 
 
17-18 

Junior Section News • General Junior Learning Activi-
ties 

• Year 2 Learning Activities 

19-23 
24-25 

Primary Section News • Sports Days 

• Primary Learning Activities 

 26-27 
 
 
 

Secondary Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Sheikha Fatima Award Winner 

• School, World & UAE Cam-
bridge Board Exam Toppers 

• Sporting Champions 

 28 Secondary Section News • Ramadan Presentations by guest 
speakers  

New school-day timings wef. Term 3, 
10/4/23 
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Whole School News; Haq Al Laila, 6/3/23! 

WSS celebrated Haq Al  Laila this 
week with much enthusiasm! 
 
Thank you to all our  parents who 
helped dress up their children so 
beautifully & shared sweet treats 
to mark this special Emirati cele-
bration. 
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Whole School News; Haq Al Laila & Cultural Day, 7/3/23! 
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Whole School News; Haq Al Laila & Cultural Day, 7/3/23! 
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Whole School News; Haq Al Laila & Cultural Day, 7/3/23! 
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Whole School News; Ramadan Charity Drive, 10/4/23 
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Whole School News; Innovation Times! 

Recommended reading; catch the latest ‘Innovation Times’ a stu-
dent-led innovation showpiece, full of current news & student arti-
cles. Well done to Ms. Manju Solvin’s student Innovation Team! 
 

https://www.flipsnack.com/gemswss/innovation-magazine-
issue-10.html 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flipsnack.com%2Fgemswss%2Finnovation-magazine-issue-10.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cbf330b5e6b444dab55b608db1e40a986%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638137
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flipsnack.com%2Fgemswss%2Finnovation-magazine-issue-10.html&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7Cbf330b5e6b444dab55b608db1e40a986%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1%7C1%7C0%7C638137
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Whole School News 

The Principal Ms. Valerie attended a Leadership Conference on Saturday 4/3/23 at WSO, in Dubai.. There was an inspira-
tional keynote presentation by the CEO of  8 Billion Ideas Mr. David Harkin. He talked about the impact that emotional re-
silience & sharing positive energy have on team effectiveness.  There was also a fascinating panel discussion with local entre-
preneurs, talking about how to prepare our students for their future employment. Keynote speaker Ms. Gill Kelly spoke 
about the importance of wellbeing. 

Staff Raffle Prize winner for outstanding contribu-

tion to WSS  

The Principal Ms. Valerie also attended a 
GEMS Principal Leaders Conference on 
Thursday 9/3/23.  This was also attended by 
the Chairman Mr. Sunny Varkey, Mr. Dino 
Varkey & Mr. Jay Varkey. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Y2F1 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News 

Haq AL Laila celebrations 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 

Y2D2 with Ms. Kavitha 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2! 
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Primary Section News; Sports Day, 8/3/23! 
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Primary Section News; Sports Day, 8/3/23! 
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Primary Section News; Sports Day, 9/3/23! 
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Primary Section News; Sports Day, 9/3/23! 
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Primary Section News; Sports Day, 9/3/23! 
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Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News 

Congratulations to Allstars 

Champion Malik (Y6BF)! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

The Sheikha Fatima Scholarship Award 

and Exam Board Topper Award ceremony 

for our GEMS cluster of schools was held 

at WSD on 9/3/23. The SFA was presented 

by COO Mr. Zafar & SVP Ms. Ranju.  

Humayra Alam achieved 3 Cambridge 

Topper Awards plus the Sheikha Fatima 

Award. Congratulations to all our academ-

ic superstars & proud parents!  
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WSS Secondary Section, Exam Board School Topper Superstars!

GEMS Sheikha Fatima Award Winners for 2022-2023! 
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WSS Secondary Section, Sporting Superstar Champions!
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Secondary Section News; Ramadan Presentations, 6/3/23! 

Special guests from the Al Amar Is-
lamic Foundation visited WSS on 
6/3/23 to present a video & discussion 
about Ramadan & how we apply the 
values of Ramadan to our daily lives 
(through Ramadan & beyond).  
 
The guest speakers appreciated our 
students respectful behaviour & 
thoughtful questions.  


