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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #24 

 7th March, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Class & Portrait Photos 
Please note that a card has 
been sent home with your child 
detailing the process for par-
ents to review & select class & 
portrait photographs, if you 
wish. Please check your child’s 

bag. We hope you like them! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
15/4/24 
 
Thurs 2nd 
May 

• Deadline to book seats online for September is 
Monday April 15th. 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Thurs. 
2nd May. 

• Regardless of any system-generated email, the re-
enrollment fee is non-refundable for any reason, 
as per the Sharjah Authority Circular. 

• Please note that any un-booked/unpaid seats 
would be given to the Waiting List. 

Monday 
11th March 

• Possible start of Ramadan (TBC) 

• Ramadan (& Exam days) timings for whole 
school 7:30m-12:30pm  (no Babysitting facility) 

Friday 
29/3/24  to 
Sunday 
14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Online T3 fee payment recommended to avoid 
queues. However, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for parent 
convenience 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 

Mon. 3/6/24 
to Thurs. 
13/6/23 

• T3 Final, in-school compulsory promotional 
exams. ( subject to SPEA approval & change). 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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13-17 
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19-20 
21 
 

Whole School News 

• Family First; ‘Ramadan with My Family’ video invitation 

• Online Cyber Safety—Top Tips! 

• The GEMS-WSS Family First Initiative 

• The new WSS Learner Profile 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) How to manage your time & studies dur-
ing Ramadan, 2) The Joy of Giving 

• WSS Sporting Superstar Champions-Football 

• Welcome Ramadan Assemblies 

• International Day, Mothers’ Day & Family First Celebrations, 
7/3/24 

• The Eco-Club Environment & Sustainability Superstars—Tending 
the WSS Garden 

• Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Happy Birthdays 
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Literacy Week 

• FS1 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities  

• Y2 Learning Activities 
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Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Welcome Ramadan Assembly 

• Maths Workshops, 6/3/24 

• Primary Library Reading Initiative 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Y3 Learning Activities 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• Noetic Notebook Winners, February 2024 

• T2 Breakbusters Superstar Champions 

• WSS Islamic Council Ramadan Assembly, 4/3/24 

• ASIES MUN Participation, 23-25/2/24 

• Y12 IGCSE Mock Speaking Exam 

• KS3 (Y7-9) Learning Activities 
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Ramadan is a particularly special time of the year, when many families become closer through sharing meaningful tradi-
tions & religious observances. Extended family connections are often reinforced, as relatives come together to share the joy 
of Ramadan. Ramadan, for many families, is a time for spending quality time together strengthening bonds of love, caring 
and sharing. 
 

We would like to invite you (optional) to share a short (maximum one minute) video around the theme ‘Ramadan with my 
Family’ to be published on SM & the school Family First website. 
 
If you would like to spread the joy across our community, please forward your video to the PRE Ms. Aiysha at 
aiysha.k_wss@gemsedu.com  
 
The deadline to submit your video is Thursday 28/4/23. 
 
We very much look forward to seeing some beautiful family videos, thank you. 

Whole School News; Family First! 
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Whole School News; Online Cyber-Safety—Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Family First! 
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Whole School News; Family First! 
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Whole School News; Family First! 

Mothers’ Day arrived early in 
the Junior Section this year due 
to Ramadan. Junior Section 
mothers were invited into class-
rooms to share special time with 
their child. Thank you to the 
many mothers who joined us on 
7/3/24. 
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Whole School News; The WSS Learner Profile! 

Many thanks to our dedicated & enthusiastic group of stu-
dent leaders, parents, LAB & staff who worked on this pro-
ject. 
 
Now we will start embedding these into our curriculum & 
extra-curricular programmes. 

Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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WSS Superstar Sporting Champions! 

Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 

The WSS sporting superstar U13 boys team won 2nd runner up trophy in the EXCEL KEFA tournament held at Al Sadik 
Islamic school Dubai on Saturday 2nd March, 2024. Thanks to our highly dedicated PE teachers for their support on their 
weekend. 
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Whole School News; Special ‘Welcome Ramadan’ Assemblies 

led by the Student Islamic Council  
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Whole School News; Special ‘Welcome Ramadan’ Assemblies 

led by the Student Islamic Council  
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Whole School News; International Day, Mothers’ Day & Family 

First Celebrations, 7/3/24! 
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Whole School News; International Day, Mothers’ Day & Family 

First Celebrations, 7/3/24! 
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Whole School News; International Day, Mothers’ Day & Family 

First Celebrations, 7/3/24! 
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Whole School News; International Day, Mothers’ Day & Family 

First Celebrations, 7/3/24! 
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Whole School News; International Day, Mothers’ Day & Family 

First Celebrations, 7/3/24! 
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Eco-Club Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Echo-Club members expertly tending the 
flourishing WSS garden with Ms. Indira. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Happy Birthdays!

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News 
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Students brought beautiful projects to illustrate their chosen story. The story was then recited to classmates. Another activi-
ty wa ‘Story Character Dress-up Day on 6/3/24,. Thank you dear parents for all your creativity & support in making some 
amazing costumes! The students had a lot of fun! Teachers came in amazing costumes too! 

Junior Section News; Literacy Week! 
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Junior Section News; Literacy Week! 
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Junior Section News; Literacy Week! 
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Junior Section News; Literacy Week! 
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Junior Section News; F1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Y 

3-Y4 Welcome Ramadan Islamic Assembly, 7/3/24! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Maths Workshop! 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Maths Workshop! 
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Primary Section News; Y5-Y6 Maths Workshops! 

Students present-
ed activities, 
games & projects 
that engaged 
their peers ap-
plying key maths 
skills.  
 
The students had 
applied many 
innovative & fun 
ideas to make the 
games learning-
related, fun & 
useful. 
 
Well done to all 
involved!  
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Primary Section News; Y5-6 Maths Workshop! 
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Primary Section News; Y5-6 Maths Workshop! 

Well done to participating students for their impressive projects & confidence in leading their activities. Many thanks to the 
parents for the wonderful support in preparing their children for this learning-rich event. Great teamwork, super! 
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Primary Section News; Primary Reading Initiative! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y3F2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Winners of the TWS Wasteless Wonderland competition, held last weekend. 
Many thanks to Ms. Laneetha & Ms. Indira for supporting & attending over 
their weekend. This enthusiastic & innovative Sustainability team have been 
invited to participate in the international  Dubai Food Safety Conference to be 
held in October 2024. 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions;  

TWS Arabic League (Speaking) Competition, 7/3/24! 

Congratulations to superstar Arabic speakers Amir Ahmad Shawky (Y11BH), Nejar Anajah (Y11GF) & Insharah Bint 
Waqas (Y10GF), who won overall 2nd place in the TWS Arabic League (speaking) Competition on 7/2/24! We are immense-
ly proud of their achievement & of their dedicated Teachers. 



50 

 

WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS4 Student Leaders Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS4 Student Leaders Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Noetic Notebook Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Breakbusters Superstar Champions! 

Well done to our superstar Sixth Form student leaders, who organized & led this season’s highly anticipated & successful 
Breakbusters Tournament. Their teamwork & organisation skills were impressive. Thank you! 
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WSS Secondary Section Y7-Y8 Breakbusters Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Y11-Y12 Breakbusters Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News;  

WSS Islamic Council Ramadan Assembly, 4/3/24! 

This super Assembly addressed student concerns about how they will manage Fasting with exams. The link to real life was 
much appreciated by the audience. 
 
The skit reflected the need to practice time management skills, having a study & prayer schedule, & the importance of spir-
ituality in our daily lives. 
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Secondary Section News;  

WSS Islamic Council Ramadan Assembly, 5/3/24! 

This super Assembly taught us about the values of Ramadan that we should all implement whether fasting or not, such as 
family values, charity, kindness & generosity. 
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Secondary Section News; ASIES MUN Participation! 

Secondary Section News; IGCSE Mock Speaking Exam! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Y9 Learning Activities! 


