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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #23 

 2nd March, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Safeguarding 
We are all aware of the strong 
influence that peers & Social Me-
dia can have on our children’s 
behaviour & attitudes. Parents & 

school work hard together to reduce these negative 
influences & to guide our children to have positive 
values & behaviours. Unfortunately there is a current 
‘craze’ among some of our boys of touching others’ 
bottoms, which is upsetting & unacceptable. Please 
talk to your children about avoiding this unaccepta-
ble ‘craze’ & maintaining their positive character. 
Thank you. 
Entering School Premises 
For Health & Safety reasons all visitors coming to 
school between 8am-2:30pm must show either their 
WSS parent ID card, or Emirates ID.  Gate Security 
will now be checking, so please have your ID ready 
on entering through Gate 1.  If you need a new WSS 
Parent ID card, please contact the BBT office (cost is 
AED25/- for a replacement card with lanyard, or 
AED15/- just the card) 
 
School Timings from Term 3 
74% parents who voted in our school day timings 
survey this week chose to move to the new timings 
from Term 3 (10/4/23): 

• FS          7:20 – 12:25pm 
       Students are marked as ‘Late’ from  
       7:30am. School gates will close at 7:30am 

• Y1-13    7:20am-2:20pm 

       Lesson 1 starts at 7:30am 
        Students are marked as ‘Late’ from  
        7:30am. School gates will close at  
        7:30am 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Friday 17th 
February  
 
 
 
 
 
Tues. 2nd 
May 

• Re-enrollment for September 2023 is open. 

• Re-enrollment for Sept. 2023 may only be completed 
once full T2 fees have been cleared. 

• Deadline to click re-enroll online with intentions was 
Friday 17th February (re-enrollment fee payment not 
required until 2/5/23) 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Tuesday 
2nd May  

• Un-booked & unpaid seats beyond the given deadline 
would be given to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, 
so to avoid stress & disappointment, do please com-
plete re-enrollment & re-enrollment payment by the 
given deadlines. 

Thurs. 16th 
March 

• 7:30am-1pm; School moves onto  Exam timings for all 
students. 

Tues. 21st or 
Wed. 22nd 
March 
(TBC) 

• Possible start of Ramadan. 

• 8am-1pm (TBC); School moves to Ramadan timings 
for all students 

• No Babysitting after 1pm. Parents of OT students, 
please collect them on time. Thanks. 

Monday 20th 
March 

• International Day & Mothers’ Day Celebrations. 

• Students may bring traditional food to share & wear 
traditional dress (optional). 

27/3/23 to 
6/4/23 
 
10/4/23 

• Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Term 3 starts on Monday 10/4/23. T3 fees due, thank 
you. 

• School moves to the new day timings (7:20am-
12:25/2:20pm 

19/4/23 • T3 Mid-Term Break (1 day added on to Eid break. 
TBC) 

Tuesday 
2/5/23 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee  

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year. (TBC by 
SPEA) 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Item Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary & gen-
eral notices 

•   

3 
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Whole School News • Contents & Parent Handbook 
QR code 

• IBT Arabic Exams  

• Storyboard Top Tips; ‘Risks of 
Oversharing Online’ & ‘The 
Power of Reading’ 

• Staff CPD—Lifelong Learning 

 7 Whole School Environmental 
Recycling Superstar Champi-
ons 

•  

8 Colin the Kindness & Respect 
Award 

•  

 9-10 Junior Section Superstar 
Champions 

•  

11 
12 
13-17 
 
18-22 
23-24 

Junior Section News • Assembly Time with Y2D1 

• Assembly Time with Y1H2  

• Junior Section Sports Days, 
28/2/23 & 1/3/23 

• World Book Day, 2/3/23 

• Learning Activities 

 25 Primary Section Superstar 
Champions 

•  

26-28 
29 

Primary Section News • Learning Activities  

• Celebrating World Book Day 

30-31 
 
32 

Secondary Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Annual Awards Ceremony, 
2/3/23 

• Y7 Class Superstar Champions 

33 
 
34 
35-37 
 
38-39 
 
 

Secondary Section News • Y7BH Assembly, 27/2/23 , 
‘Focus & Teamwork 

• Y10 Practical Geography 

• KS4 & KS5 Boys’ Sports Day, 
1/3/23 

• KS4 & KS5 Girls’ Sports Day, 
2/3/23 

•  
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On 2/3/23 WSS welcomed the SPEA Control and Quality Authority team (Dr. Rana, Mr. Saeed & Mr. Khalifa) who were 
monitoring & quality assuring the arrangements for the external IBT exams for Arabic, that we are piloting for SPEA.  
 
The SPEA team paid tribute to the professional work that our school was doing in the professional management our IBT 
Assessment organisation.  
 
Special thanks to Mr. Mohammed Al-Amir for his professional support in the implementation, the IT Department Mr. Sa-
rath Sasidharan & Ms. Nikita Dileep for the hard work in preparing and supporting us (fantastic team work). 

Whole School News; IBT Arabic Exams! 

mailto:sarath.s_wss@gemsedu.com
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD—Lifelong Learning! 

Well done to Mr. Muh’d Kashif for completing  seven comprehensive online courses on Climate Change & AI.  
Below, WSS staff attending a Teaching & Learning Conference, held at GCS on Saturday 25/2/23. We love the commitment 
to lifelong learning & continuing professional development!   
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WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions! 

Participation Certificate 

in the Afforestation 

Campaign 
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Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Y2H1 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

 
Hanzala Shamsi (Y1F1) showed commitment in his Mathematics lesson and was determined to 

work through the tasks set by his teachers. He showed good progress from the start of the lesson to 

the end. Great challenge set by Ms. Aysha Malik and Ms. Sidra.  
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2D1, 2/3/23! 
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Y2D1 & Y1H2’s amazing Assemblies were about World 
Book Day. We learnt all about the  benefits of reading.. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1H2, 2/3/23! 
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Junior Section News; Sports Day, 28/2/23! 
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Junior Section News; Sports Day, 28/2/23! 
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Junior Section News; Sports Day, 28/2/23! 
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Junior Section News; Sports Day, 1/3/23! 

Thank you to all 
our wonderful par-
ents who attended 
Sports Days. Our 
children love their 
parents coming 
along to cheer & 
support! 
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Junior Section News; Sports Day, 1/3/23! 
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Junior Section News; World Book Day, 2/3/23! 

World Book Day Celebration aims to promote understanding and awareness of the importance of reading, promote the love 
of books, & to create passion & love in children towards reading and writing.  
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Junior Section News; World Book Day, 2/3/23! 
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Junior Section News; World Book Day, 2/3/23! 
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Junior Section News; World Book Day, 2/3/23! 

Winners of the World Book Day Dress-up Competition, 2/3/23 
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Junior Section News; World Book Day, 2/3/23! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News: Learning Activities in Y2! 

Y2H1 with Ms. Fauzia 
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Congratulations to 

Tala, one of our swim-

ming champions! 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News 

VP Mr. Suj, APP Ms. Sonia & DHOP Ms. Emelia attended a 
Century AI training session on 24/2/23 at GEMS Al Barsha  
school.  

Thank you 
Nabia for your 
fun rap song! 

With Ms. Dalal 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y5! 

With Ms. Anju 
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Primary Section News; World Book Day! 

Y4S1 celebrating World Book Day with Ms. Loannie. Students demonstrated & reinforced their reading skills with an open-
air, peer reading session. 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; Annual Awards Ceremony, 2/3/23! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions; Annual Awards Ceremony, 2/3/23! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y7 Star Students 
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Secondary Section News; Y7BH1’s Assembly, 27/2/23! 

Y7BH’s Assembly theme was “Focus & Teamwork’. 
Y7 boys worked together as teams to solve problems 
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Secondary Section News; Y10 Practical Geography! 

 
IGCSE Geography students are 
creating a small vegetable patch 
in the school garden. As the first 
step, they have cleared the area 
and planted saplings of vegetables 
today. This will be followed 
by  regular watering and moni-
toring for the growth of the 
plants. The final report would be 
ready by May.  
 
The activity aims to support stu-
dents to further develop empathy 
for people involved in food pro-
duction and help reduce food 
waste while  developing  practical 
skills of observation and report-
ing. 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 & KS5 Boys’ Sports Day, 1/3/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 & KS5 Boys’ Sports Day, 1/3/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 & KS5 Boys’ Sports Day, 1/3/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 & KS5 Girls’ Sports Day, 2/3/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 & KS5 Girls’ Sports Day, 2/3/23! 


