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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #23 

 19th February, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Huge thank you to all our supportive parents who 
completed the GEMS Parent Survey. We do read 
through your comments & suggestions & action 
where we can, & as we mentioned, there is a pub-
lished league table & fierce competition between 
GEMS schools, so your 9-10 ratings really helps to 
promote WSS positively in  front of other GEMS 
schools. Thank you! 

 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

Wishing all our dear WSS families a blessed, 
peaceful & special Ramadan Kareem! 

 

 

Date  Details 

Wednesday 
18/2/26 

• Ramadan starts . Ramadan Kareem! 

• Ramadan timings 7:15am-12:20pm 

Monday 
16/2/26 to 
Sunday 
5/4/26 

• The Re-enrolment facility for seats for Sept. 26-
27 is open, subject to no pending T2 fees or be-
haviour blocks/On Probation. 

• We are unable to hold un-booked/unpaid seats 
beyond 5/4/26, which would then have to be giv-
en to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, so to 
avoid inconvenience & upset, do please re-
enroll/pay within the deadline. Thank you. 

• Please note that the re-enrollment fee is non-
refundable & non-transferable in any case, how-
ever is deducted against T1 fees. 

Monday 
16/3/26 to 
Sunday 
22/3/26 

• Spring Break 

• T3 Fees due by latest Monday 23/3/26. Thank 
you. 

Thursday 
26/3/26 

• Whole school T2 Report Card PTM, 8am-
3:30pm. Time slots will be available to book in 
advance online. Arrangement details TBC 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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6 
7-10 
 
11-13 
 
14-15 
16 
16-17 
 
18 
18 
19 
 
 

Whole School News 

• Bus Boarding Policy, fFom Monday 23/2/26 

• Ramadan Acts of Kindness Charity Drive 

• WSS Visit by SPEA Head of MOE Subjects Dr. Rana, 18/2/26 

• The WSS 12th Inter-School Quran, Hadith & Nasheed Competi-
tion, 16/2/26 (& WSS Winners) 

• Family First (A Family First Y7B Ramadan, KS5 Parenting Tips, 
Parent Voice, ‘You Said...We Did…”) 

• Ramadan Kareem 

• Staff CPD 

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Ramadan—Amathyst) & 
Acts of Kindness 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Happy Birthdays 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Sharing During the Holy Month, 2) How 
to Manage Your Time During Ramadan 
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21 
22-24 
& 28 
25-28 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 
 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
 

 
29-32 
 
33-35 
36-37 
38 
39-40 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions (Choir Fest Middle East 
Champions, BAG & RLAG Champions, Sporting Superstars) 

• Ramadan Assembly, 18/2/26 

• Y4 Learning Activities  

• Y5 Learning Activities  & Y5 Champions 

• Y6 Learning Activities & Champions 
 

  
41-42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47-49 
 
50 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions (KS4 BAG Toppers) 

• KS3 Poet 

• IGCSE Options Meeting, 16/2/26 

• KS4 Debate Competition 

• KS4 IGCSE English Speaking Mock 2 Report 

• KS5 Wellbeing Conference, Saturday 14/2/26 & Future Shapers 
Innovation Challenge, 2026) 

• KS5 Leadership & Learning (Leadership GEMStones,  

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR
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Bus Boarding Policy, from Monday 23/2/26!

Reducing Bus Travel Time for Your Children 
 
We have over 1,000 students using the buses & traffic around the 
school is chronic. It is critical that our students board their bus 
promptly at home time so that buses can leave the premises be-
fore the road outside WSS gets chocked with buses from neigh-
boring schools. 
  
We understand that after a busy day in school, many children 
enjoy social time chatting with their friends at the end of the day. 
However, this delays bus departure & then our buses get caught 
in traffic around school, or even trapped inside our gates waiting 
for the road outside to clear. Delaying the buses & making others 
late to arrive home is unacceptable. 
 
Therefore, we have initiated this Bus Boarding Policy starting 
Monday 23/2/26, & request parents to counsel their children ac-
cordingly. Thank you for your support & cooperation. 
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Ramadan Acts of Kindness Charity Drive!
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Whole School News; WSS Visit by Dr. Rana, SPEA Head of 

MOE, 18/2/26!

Thank you to Dr. Rana for her inspiring & enthusiastic visit to WSS on 18/2/26, to work with Dr. Osama & our MOE team 
to support their ongoing journey to excellence.  
 
Dr. Rana said, “I would like to extend my sincere appreciation and gratitude for the warm welcome and the enriching experi-
ence I had yesterday, Wednesday, 18th April 2026, during my visit to your esteemed school. It was truly a pleasure to spend the 
day across all levels, beginning from FS1 and moving through the different grades. 
 
I had the opportunity to step into classrooms, spending approximately 20 to 30 minutes in each, observing the learning environ-
ment and engaging with both teachers and students. I was delighted to greet the teachers on the occasion of Ramadan Mubarak 
and to witness firsthand the dedication and professionalism reflected in their practice. 

I was particularly impressed by the talented students I met, especially those involved in the library activities led by learners of 
Arabic as a second language. Despite being non-native speakers, their innovation and leadership in producing the Arabic lan-
guage magazine for the past four years is truly remarkable. It would be our honor to host these students to present their inspiring 
project at one of our joint meetings in April. We will coordinate this under the umbrella of Dr. Osama Zaid, Head of the Arabic 
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Whole School News; The WSS 12th Inter-School Quran, Hadith 

& Nasheed Competition, 16/2/26!

10 schools participated in this special competition this year from across the Northern Emirates. Thank you to their Princi-
pals & teachers for this engagement.  Huge thank you to our esteemed judges, Mr. Muh’d El SuedEl Hadid, Mr. Muh’d Na-
beel Nasser, Ms. Raghda & Ms. Khawla Al Suwaidi. We appreciate Ms. Mukhsana, her team & the Student Islamic Council 
for their hard work, leadership & organisation of the competition. 
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Whole School News; The WSS 12th Inter-School Quran, Hadith 

& Nasheed Competition, 16/2/26!



9 

 

1st place in category                                    1st place in category                                                  3rd place in category   

Whole School News; The WSS 12th Inter-School Quran, Hadith 

& Nasheed Competition, & WSS Winners, 16/2/26!

1st place in category                                                   1st place in category                                          3rd place in category   
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2nd place in category                                                                                                            2nd place in category                                                   

Whole School News; The WSS 12th Inter-School Quran, Hadith 

& Nasheed Competition, WSS Winners, 16/2/26!

                                                                                       3rd place in category   

3rd place in category   
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A Family First Y7B Ramadan!
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A Family First KS5 Parenting Tips!
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Whole School News; Parent Voice— “You Said...We 

Did!”
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Whole School News; Ramadan Kareem!
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Whole School News; Ramadan Kareem!!
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Whole School News; Staff CPD!

Our dedicated Learning Coach Ms. Christine attended the SPEA  International Summit on Improvement in Education last 
weekend. Here she is with Ms. Lynn, our proactive SPEA School Improvement Advisor. 

Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 
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Whole School News; Ramadan Acts of Kindness! 
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Happy Birthdays!

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Thank you to Haleema for 
her thoughtful act of kind-
ness—she gave Ms. Shamail 
a fan to help keep her cool 
while she is doing her duty! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities!

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities!
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A Message from Ms. Sonia: 
To our dear students, 
You were absolutely brilliant. Your commitment, focus, and determination shone 
through every note and every expression on stage. The countless hours of practice, the 
weekends sacrificed, and the perseverance you displayed have truly paid off. You have 
made us immensely proud and created a performance that will be remembered for 
years to come. 
 
To our wonderful parents, 
I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank you for your unwavering sup-
port. Bringing your children for weekend practices was not easy, yet you did so with 
dedication and trust in the process. Your encouragement at home and your partnership 
with the school made this success possible. This achievement belongs to you as much 
as it does to the students. 
 
A special note of appreciation to: 

• Mr. Benjamin for his relentless dedication and tireless effort. His passion, long 
hours, and commitment to excellence shaped this winning performance. 

• Mr. Dinesh, whose immense support and teamwork played an equally vital role in 
this achievement. 

• Ms. Vinolyn, for her continued support and encouragement to the WSS Choir 

WSS Primary Section Choir Fest Superstar Champions!

The WSS Primary Choir participated 
in the UAE Choir Fest Middle East fi-
nals on Saturday 14/2/26,  against 7 
other top quality finalist schools from 
across the Middle East.  WSS won  
‘Best Artistic Impression’ for their ren-
dition of the song ‘Storm’! This impres-
sive victory is a reflection of the team’s 
passion, discipline, resilience, and unity 
We are very, very proud of Mr. Benja-
min & our talented choir! 
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On 18/2/26 we celebrated a 
special Assembly with Choir 
Fest parents & students to 
award achievement certifi-
cates & trophies for Mr. 
Benjamin, Ms. V, Mr. Dinesh 
& the Choir’s exceptional 
achievement in winning the 
award for ‘Best Artistic Im-
pression in the Choir Fest 
Middle East competition 
held recently. Check out the 
awesome video on SM & 
YouTube!  

WSS Primary Section Choir Fest Superstar Champions!
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WSS Primary Section Y5 BAG Superstar Champions!
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Primary Section News; Ramadan Assembly, 18/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Ramadan Assembly, 18/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Ramadan Assembly, 18/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Champions!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!

WSS Primary Section Y6 Sporting & BAG Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!
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Secondary Section News; A Poet Superstar!
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Secondary Section News; IGCSE Options Meeting, 16/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Debate Competition!
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KS4 IGCSE English Speaking Mock 2 Report!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Wellbeing Conference, 14/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Future Shapers Innovation 

Challenge, 2026!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Future Shapers Innovation 

Challenge, 2026!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning, 

Leadership GEMStones!


