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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #22 

 23rd February, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Punctuality (7:30am) 
While our recent SPR inspection 
was overall positive, one target 
that they gave us was to improve 

student punctuality. They complained that  too many 
students arrive in school after 7:30am (Registration 
time). While we understand that occasionally there is 
an accident on the road or other emergency, in gen-
eral, do please ensure that your child arrives in 
school by 7:30am daily. Many thanks. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Friday 17th 
February  
 
 
 
 
 
Tues. 2nd 
May 

• Re-enrollment for September 2023 is open. 

• Re-enrollment for Sept. 2023 may only be completed 
once full T2 fees have been cleared. 

• Deadline to click re-enroll online with intentions was 
Friday 17th February (re-enrollment fee payment not 
required until 2/5/23) 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Tuesday 
2nd May  

• Un-booked & unpaid seats beyond the given deadline 
would be given to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, 
so to avoid stress & disappointment, do please com-
plete re-enrollment & re-enrollment payment by the 
given deadlines. 

Monday 20th 
March 

• International Day & Mothers’ Day Celebrations. 

• Students may bring traditional food to share & wear 
traditional dress (optional). 

27/3/23 to 
6/4/23 

• Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Term 3 starts on Monday 10/4/23. T3 fees due, thank 
you. 

19/4/23 • T3 Mid-Term Break (1 day added on to Eid break. 
TBC) 

Tuesday 
2/5/23 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee  

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year. (TBC by 
SPEA) 
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Whole School News 

Exams 
Please note the following general policy on Term exams: 

• T1 Exams (used for T1 for Report grades) are run over the last 2 weeks of the Term 

• Missed T1 exams are not rescheduled. Missed exams with a Medical Certificate will be exempt & a Report grade given 
based on Continuous Assessment. 

• Exams for T2 Report grades may or may not be scheduled depending on curriculum time requirements 

• Term 3 Promotional Exams (used for T3 Report grades & promotion to the next year group) are run from the first 
week of June for 2 weeks. 

• Missed T3 exams are not rescheduled. Missed exams with a Medical Certificate will be exempt & a Report grade given 
based on Continuous Assessment. 

• All Term 3 exams are subject to Authority Approval. 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 

Page Item Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary & gen-
eral notices 
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Whole School News 

• Contents & Notices 

• Birthday & Healthy Eating Policy 

• TIMSS Assessment 

• Storyboard Top Tips; Punctuality 
& The Fab. 5—’We do our best!’ 

7 
8 
9 

Whole School Superstar 
Champions 

• Recycling Superstars 

• School Superstars  

• Colin the Kindness Camel Award 

 10 School Birthdays for the week  

11-14 Junior Section Superstars • Amazing Teacher Award! 

 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19-22 
23-25 
26-27 

 
Junior Section News 

• Assembly Time with Y2F1 

• Assembly Time with Y1F1 

• Assembly Time with FS1H 

• Learning Activities 

• Learning Time in FS2 

• Learning Time in Y1 

• Learning Time in Y2 

 28-30 Primary Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Class Champions 

31 
32 
33 
34 
 
35-36 

Primary Section News 

• Assembly Time with  Y6BS1 

• Assembly Time with Y3S1 

• Primary Book Review Activity 

• Scintillating Science in Y3 

• Learning Activities 

 37 
38-40 

Secondary Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Library Superstar Champions 

• Sporting & Class Champions 

41-42 
 
43 
44-47 
48-50 
 
51 
52 

Secondary Section News 

• Mangrove Awareness Session, 
13/2/23 

• Water Re-using Project 

• KS3 Boys’ Sports Day, 22/2/23 

• KS3 Girls’ Sports Day, 23/2/23 

• Thoughtful Thursday in KS3 

• Learning Activities 
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Whole School News; Birthdays & Healthy Eating Policy! 
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Whole School News; International TIMSS Assessment! 

Ms. Leena & Ms. Bennith & Ms. Lucy attended the recent SPEA training on TIMSS administration. TIMSS (Trends in In-
ternational Maths & Science Study) is an important international benchmarking assessment, used by governments around 
the world to benchmark themselves against other countries’ performance in Maths & Science. The  exam is administered to 
Y5 & Y9. WSS has aligned the curriculum to include TIMSS-required skills  to support our children’s success, & is partici-
pating in the SPEA organized ‘Cognity’ training to help prepare our students for the forthcoming, high-profile TIMSS exam. 
 

In the last TIMSS Report published in 2019, WSS students’ scores surpassed the top 15th highest country on the world re-
sults table. We are working hard for our students to do even better this year! 
 
If your children are in Y5 or Y9, parents do please ensure that they access the Cognity practice platform regularly to develop 
their Maths & Science skills & confidence. Thank you. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions! 
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Happy Birthday Dr. Lisa! 

ChatGPT is a relatively new, amazing Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), word-based platform that  can be 
a useful tool for our students & teachers for word-
based activities/tasks. We love lifelong learning at 
WSS; well done to Ms. Sreeja for continuing to 
enhance her skills & knowledge in this area of edu-
cation. 

WSS Superstar Champions! 

We appreciate, & work hard to de-
velop & sustain positive Home-School 
Partnerships! 
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Whole School News; Colin the Kindness & Respect Camel! 

Awarded for demonstrating Good Character  

(Respect, Kindness & Community Spirit)  
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!

Primary Assembly Happy Birthday song! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Ms. Israa, Junior  
Section Superstar Arabic Teacher, 
who was nominated by parents to win 
a prestigious ‘Amazing Teacher’ 
Award on 10/2/23. We are very proud 
of her dedication & commitment, & 
her family’s tremendous support of 
her work! 
Congratulations too, to Ms. Valerie, 
who was nominated by parents to re-
ceive an ‘Amazing Principal’ Award.  
Many thank, dears parents for your 
kind gesture! 

Rania Salah (Y1F2) showed great commitment to developing her writing skills in her English les-

son. She accepted the challenge set by Ms. Aisha Yasmin and demonstrated good progress. She re-

ally impressed Ms. Valerie with her use of vocabulary & sentence-writing.  

Continue to work hard Rania!  
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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We love to apply new technology 
to enhance learning! 
 
Well done to Ms. Jinitra who at-
tended a ChatGPT CPD training 
session in school, & was excited to 
try it out in her classroom.   
 
This is what she reported, “I’m 
very excited to share my experience 
with the new research method 
ChatGPT. Today during my maths 
lesson I gave a critical thinking 
question to my students, ‘How can 
we measure a round thing like a 
coin?” They came up with different 
answers such as, ‘We can use a 
cylindrical ruler, bendy object 
which can be used to measure, 
string, measure the diameter...’ etc.  

I gave them the chatGPT to re-
search and they were very excited to 
explore options. They came up with 
different answers for measuring a 
round thing (standard and non-
standard methods).” 

 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2F1! 

Y2F1’s super confident Assembly was on ‘Teamwork’. They clearly linked this to the school vision ‘Excellence Though 
Teamwork; Success for all!’& their daily lives in class with their friends. They had learnt their lines so well! Thank you to 
the many parents who attended. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1F1! 

Y1F1’s impressive Assembly was on ‘Gratitude’. We learnt the important message that we should always show appreciation 
t those who help & support us & use our good manners to say ‘Thank you’. Thank you t the many parents who attended to 
support your children! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS1H! 

FS1 students put on their very first 
Assembly. They acted out the sto-
ry, ‘Going on a Bear Hunt’. It was 
a super cute show & the students 
performed very well. 
 
We were also treated to an impres-
sive hula-hoop performance by our 
little superstar! 



18 

 

Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Super Fun Trip Time in FS2! 
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FS2S1 with Ms. Christine 

Junior Section News; Super Fun Trip Time in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning in FS2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning in Y1! 

Y1D1 with Ms. Punnya 
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Junior Section News; Learning in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning in Y2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning in Y2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y3 Class Superstar Champions! 

Y4 Class Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Swimming Champion Su-

perstar! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BS1! 

Y6BS1’s interesting Assembly was 
about Innovation & Technology. 
We learnt about using technology 
appropriately in our daily life. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3S1! 

Y3S1’s confident Assembly was about Class-level leadership. We 
learnt the link between our school vision, ‘Excellence Through 
Teamwork; Success for all’ and leadership through listening, kind-
ness, collaboration &  helping others. 
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With Ms. Rapunzel 

Primary Section News; Primary Book Review Activity! 
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Primary Section News; Scintillating Science in Y3! 

With Ms. Lissy 
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Primary Section News 

Nabia & her mother shared that, empathy has no 
script. There is no right way or wrong way to do it, It's 
simple listening, holding space, withholding judge-
ment, being emotionally connecting and  communi-
cating that incredibly healing, message, "You're not 
alone." Nabia also shared an enthusiastic & cute video  
in Arabic about  summer & winter. Thank you Nabia. 
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Primary Section News 
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WSS Secondary Section Library Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

We are very proud to WSS student Maroof Mer-
chant (Y13B), who has been selected to represent 
the UAE U19 National cricket team. He will be 
playing the World Cup qualifiers starting from 
23rd February to 3rd March .  

It is a proud moment for all of us that he has made 
it to this level with the tremendous support of his 
parents & encouragement from his teachers. 

We wish him every success in the matches to come! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

“Dear Parent, 
I wanted to take a moment to express my sincere appreciation for the 
wonderful Kognity presentation that your child (Nimah Al Avva Mo-
hamed-Y10 GS) has recently delivered in her Economics class. Her 
level of preparation and attention to detail was truly remarkable, 
and her presentation skills were second to none. I was thoroughly 
impressed with the way she was able to convey complex ideas with 
ease, engage the entire class with her insights and perspectives.  
 
Her presentation on Kognity was not only informative but also very 
engaging, she really demonstrated her understanding of the subject 
matter and communicated it effectively. The use of visuals and 
graphics helped to bring the presentation to life, making it easy for 
everyone to follow along and understand.  
 
We have issued a Certificate (please see attached the pictures of the 
same), which is a small token of appreciation from all of us to say 
that all her hard work and dedication has not gone unnoticed.  
Keep up the good work Nimah.  
Ms. Nirmal Josephine” 



40 

 

WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations t our Guidance Counsel-
lor Ms. Rejina for being awarded the 
prestigious, parent-nominated ‘Amazing 
Guidance Counselor Award’.  

Congratulations to Muhammed Jasir 
(Y10B), who completed a course on Funda-
mentals of Digital Marketing from Google, 
during the winter break. 

Congratulations to Ms. Sadiqa, 
who won 1st place in the par-
ents’ Sports Day race 
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Secondary Section News; Mangrove Awareness Session, 13/2/23! 
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Secondary Section News; Mangrove Awareness Campaign! 
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Secondary Section News; Water Reusing Project! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Boys’ Sports Day, 22/2/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Boys’ Sports Day, 22/2/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Boys’ Sports Day, 22/2/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Boys’ Sports Day, 22/2/23! 

Congratulations to our overall KS3 Boys’ 
Sports Day Champions; Falcons!! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls’ Sports Day, 23/2/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls’ Sports Day, 23/2/23! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls’ Sports Day, 23/2/23! 



51 

 

Secondary Section News; Thoughtful Thursday in KS3! 
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Secondary Section News 

We were very happy to 
welcome back Joanne 
Matthews, Class of 2022 
Alumni, who came to 
visit WSS to meet her 
teachers on 14/2/23. 
 
Joanne is currently 
studying medicine in 
Poland.  
 
Her top tip for students 
was, “Know your sup-
port system. No matter 
how far away they are, 
you know that they’ll be 
there for you.” 


