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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #22 

 12th February, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
As we approach the holy 
month of Ramadan next 
week, we would like to wish 
our families every blessing 
&  Ramadan Kareem. It is 
a time for peace, care, kind-
ness & reflection for all of 
us, as we come together to 
respect this very special 

time of the year. The WSS family is here to support 
your child in their character development journey, 
so do let us know if your child has any special indi-
vidual needs. Please ensure that they continue ar-
rive on time by 7:15am in smart school uniform 
with ID, tie/scarf etc. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
26/1/26 to 
Friday  
20/2/26 

• GEMS Parent Survey. Kindly complete  to have 
your voice! Your positive, constructive team-
work is much appreciated. 

Week of 
16/2/26 

• Ramadan starts (possibly Wed. 18/2 or Thurs. 
19/2. Exact date TBC). 

• Ramadan timings 7:15am-12:20pm 

Monday 
16/2/26 to 
Sunday 
5/4/26 

• The Re-enrolment facility for seats for Sept. 26-
27 opens, subject to no pending T2 fees or be-
haviour blocks/On Probation. 

• We are unable to hold un-booked/unpaid seats 
beyond 5/4/26, which would then have to be giv-
en to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, so to 
avoid inconvenience & upset, do please re-
enroll/pay within the deadline. Thank you. 

Monday 
16/3/26 to 
Sunday 
22/3/26 

• Spring Break 

• T3 Fees due by latest Monday 23/3/26. Thank 
you. 

Thursday 
26/3/26 

• Whole school T2 Report Card PTM, 8am-
3:30pm. Time slots will be available to book in 
advance online. Arrangement details TBC 



2 

 



3 

 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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5 
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6 
7 
8 
8-9 
 
10 
10 
11 
 

Whole School News 

• Safeguarding Alert; Button Batteries 

• WSS Local Advisory Body (LAB) 

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Leading with Compassion—
Emerald) 

• Parent Voice (‘You Said...We Did…”) 

• Staff CPD 

• WSS Superstar Champions  

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions (Recycling 
superstars, Junior Section Student Leaders Beach Clean-up) 

• Happy Birthdays 

• Week 6 ECA Report 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Patience & Perseverance , 2) Preparing 
Students for their Future 

 
12 
13 
14 
15-18 
19-25 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions (Junior Choir) 

• Assembly Time with FS1H, 12/2/26 (How to be Brave) 

• Super Heroes & Super Dad’s Day, 12/2/26 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 

 
26-29 
 
 

30 
31 
32-34 
35 
36-38 
39-42 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions (Choir Fest Competition 
Finalists, GCS Pandora Box Challenge winners, swimming cham-
pion, BAG Champions) 

• Family First Classroom Reading Activity 

• Family First Healthy Cooking Activity 

• Y5 Concert; The Time Machine Adventure 

• Y3-5 Read Like a GEM Drama Assembly by Teachers, 11/2/26 

• Y3 Learning Activities  

• Y4 Learning Activities 

  
43-46 
 
 
 
47 
48-50 
51-54 
54 
55-56 
57-60 
61-62 
63-64 
 
65-66 
 
67-68 
69 
70-71 
 
 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions (RLAG Champions,  
GFS Cop 30 Runner-up Celino, Y13 got a Special Mention in the 
AUS Physics Open Day Project Competition, KS5 Superhero 
Form Tutors, BAG Champions) 

• Family First KS5 Parenting Tips 

• KS3 Ramadan Assembly, 9/2/26 

• Boys’ Sports Day, 10/2/26 

• Creativity in Action 

• Girls’ Sports Day, 11/2/26 

• Read Like a GEM (RLAG) World Read Aloud Day 

• KS3 Women in Science Poster Competition  

• KS4 Learning Activities (‘Be a GEM’ Routines, Wellbeing Stress 
Reset Session) 

• Rocket Launch Competition, 9/2/26, with ‘Be Curious; LAB of 
FUTURE’ 

• KS5 Boys Skills Fair, 9/2/26 

• Women in Science Guest Speaker  

• KS5 Leadership & Learning (Sixth Form Options Meeting, 
12/2/26, WSS Inter-School Cyber Olympia) 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR

Thank you to Omer (Y1D1) for your 
act of kindness. 
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Whole School News; Safeguarding Alert!
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Whole School News; The WSS Local Advisory Body (LAB), 

2025-2026!

The Local Advisory Body (LAB) works closely with the Principal & wider WSS 
leadership team as a ‘Critical Friend’, as one part of the schools governance sys-
tem. LAB meets Termly to observe lessons, engage with our 360* workshops, re-
view progress with the school’s Excellence Plan & to share ideas for development. 
Each LAB member overseas an Inspection framework Performance Standard & 
holds the school Principal accountable, through focused questioning, for  continu-
ous improvement. 
 
We would like to thank our dedicated LAB members for their regular attendance 
of meetings & positive engagement with school. We would also like to welcome our 
newest LAB member Dr. Mai, an enthusiastic & proactive FOW member, Carni-
val Committee star & Parent Rep. 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Parent Voice; ‘You 

Said...We Did…’!
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Primary Librarian Ms. Sarah attended a ‘Read Like a GEM’ (RLAG) networking 
session on 10/2/26 at GEMS Wellington Silicon Oasis, along with other GEMS Li-
brarians. Ms. Sarah shared “...It was a compelling event, we had a wonderful interac-
tive session with different school librarians and shared our activities and experiences 
with the pros and cons and the challenges we as librarians face when it comes to pro-

Whole School News; Staff CPD!

Dr. Osama, HOD MOE Subjects, held a training session with the MOE Subjects 
Department to reinforce the implementation of the ‘Be A GEM’ initiative, ensuring 
consistency in behavioural and learning expectations across all Sections. The discus-
sion focused on clear communication, accountability, and the effective use of BAG 
behaviour points to promote positive conduct—particularly regarding punctuality, 
student transitions, classroom environment, and structured lesson openings. 

In addition, preparations for the upcoming TLAG Review (Inspection) visit on 2nd 
March was reviewed, with emphasis on clearly demonstrating key instructional 
practices during lessons, especially the You Do phase, the use of Exit Tickets, and 
ensuring that clear, granular steps are visible throughout all parts of the lesson to 
reflect strong planning and delivery. 
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Two of our fortunate Carnival Raffle 
prize winners received their gold coins 
on 9/2/26. Congratulations Sultan 
Aamar & Azaan Kazi! Thank you 
again to SAMS Shop for sponsoring 5 
glittering prizes! 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions; Junior 

Section Student Leaders Beach Clean-up, 11/2/26!
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Happy Birthdays!

Whole School News; Week 6 ECA Report!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

The Junior Assembly Choir,  12/2/26 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS1H, 12/2/26, 

How to be Brave!
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Super Heroes & Super Dads’ Day, 12/2/26!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1F & Y2F Learning Activities!

Y2F 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities!
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Y2H1; Family First Breakfast With Dad, 12/2/26!!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Week 6 ECA Report!
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Congratulations to BRAINOBRAIN gold medalists 
Isbah Yasmin (Y6G) & Muh’d Hadi (Y6B) 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to swimming super-
star Mariam Ahmed (Y3H2) who 
won 2nd prize in a recent swimming 

WSS Champions—winners of 
the GCS Pandora Box Chal-
lenge, 12/2/26! 
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Congratulations to Mr. Benjamin & our talented Primary Choir who have made it through to the finals of the prestigious 
Choir Fest Middle East competition held last weekend. They sang a song in Spanish and one in English, which included tech-
nically difficult harmony. The final will be held this coming weekend. We wish them every success!  

WSS Primary Section Superstar Choir Champions!
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WSS Primary Section Y5 BAG Superstar Champions!

WSS Y5 Superstar Champions—winners of the GCS Pandora Box Challenge, 12/2/26! 
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WSS Primary Section Y6 BAG Superstar Champions!
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Primary Section News; Family First Classroom Reading 

Activity!
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Primary Section News; Family First Healthy Cooking 

Activity, 12/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Concert, 12/2/26, 

The Time Machine Adventure!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Concert, 12/2/26, 

The Time Machine Adventure!

Y5 presented a truly fabulously entertaining Concert, including 
drama, dance & story-telling. Dances were creatively choreo-
graphed, costumes dazzlingly colourful & lines presented confi-
dently. Well done to the whole Y5 team! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Concert, 12/2/26, 

The Time Machine Adventure!
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Primary Section News; Y3-5 Read Like a GEM (RLAG) Drama 

Assembly by Teachers, 11/2/26!

Y3-5 Teachers entertained their students with a lively dramatization of 3 stories. Students will be given the online pathway 
to access & finish the stories independently at home. 



36 

 

Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities—Trip Time!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities—Read Aloud 

Day with Parents!



38 

 

Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities—Trip Time!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities &Trip Time!
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Primary Section News; Family First Y4 Cooking Activity, 

12/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Family First Y4 Cooking Activity, 

12/2/26!
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WSS Secondary Section COP30 Competition Superstar Champion!

Huge congratulations to 
Celino Jayasinghe, who 
won the runner up award 
for delegates at Cop30  at 
GFS 
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WSS Secondary Section COP30 Competition Superstar Champion!

Congratulations to Ms. Basitha & the WSS Physics superstars who achieved a special mention & prize for their presentation 
at the AUS Physics Open Day Competition on 12/2/26.  
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WSS Secondary Section KS5 Superhero Form Tutors!
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WSS Secondary Section RLAG Superstar Champions!
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Family First KS5 Parenting Strategies!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Girls Ramadan Assembly, 9/2/26!

The KS3 Islamic Council presented a wonderful Assembly on 
the importance of making good choices, especially during 
Ramadan. Self-discipline is an important life skill. 
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KS3 Boys Ramadan Assembly, 10/2/26!

KS3 boys & the Islamic Council presented a special Ramadan Assembly. The reci-
tations were stunning & gave us all reflection focus. We learnt about the im-
portance of smart choices, self-control & positive behaviours. Huge thanks to our 
parent guest speaker Ms. Omar, who discussed the special importance of family 
during Ramadan. 
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KS3 Boys Ramadan Assembly, 10/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; Boys’ Sports Day, 10/2/26!

Thank you to the Sports Leaders & PE team for a well-organized & exciting Sports Day. We were treated to ultra-impressive 
acrobatics, daring ‘Human pyramid ‘ moves & an entertaining band performance. All this with minimal loss of learning time 
& exemplary teamwork & sporting skills-development. Well done! 
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Secondary Section News; Boys’ Sports Day, 10/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; Boys’ Sports Day, 10/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; Creativity at Work!

Secondary Section News; Boys’ Sports Day, 10/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; Girls’ Sports Day, 11/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; Girls’ Sports Day, 11/2/26!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) World 

Read Aloud Day!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) World 

Read Aloud Day!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) World 

Read Aloud Day!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) World 

Read Aloud Day!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Poster Competition!
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Women in Science; KS3 Poster Competition!

T
o

 m
a

r
k

 t
h

e 
In

te
rn

a
ti

o
n

a
l 

D
a

y 
o

f 
W

o
m

en
 a

n
d

 G
ir

ls
 i

n
 S

ci
en

ce
, 

th
e 

W
S

S
 S

ci
en

ce
 D

ep
a

rt
m

e
n

t 
o

rg
a

n
iz

ed
 a

 s
er

ie
s 

o
f 

m
ea

n
in

g
fu

l 
a

n
d

 i
n

sp
ir

in
g

 a
ct

iv
it

ie
s 

a
im

e
d

 a
t 

en
co

u
ra

g
in

g
 c

r
ea

ti
v

it
y

, 
cr

it
ic

a
l 

th
in

k
in

g
, 

a
n

d
 r

e
p

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 i

n
 S

T
E

M
. 

K
S

3
 –

 P
o

st
er

 M
a

k
in

g
 C

o
m

p
et

it
io

n
 

S
tu

d
en

ts
 f

ro
m

 K
S

3
 p

a
rt

ic
ip

a
te

d
 e

n
th

u
si

a
st

ic
a

ll
y

 i
n

 a
 v

ib
ra

n
t 

P
o

st
er

 M
a

k
in

g
 C

o
m

p
et

it
io

n
, 

sh
o

w
ca

si
n

g
 t

h
ei

r 
u

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
in

g
 o

f 
w

o
m

en
’s

 c
o

n
tr

ib
u

ti
o

n
s 

to
 

sc
ie

n
ce

. 
T

h
ei

r 
cr

ea
ti

v
e 

p
o

st
er

s 
h

ig
h

li
g

h
te

d
 i

n
fl

u
en

ti
a

l 
fe

m
a

le
 s

ci
en

ti
st

s 
a

n
d

 e
m

p
h

a
si

z
ed

 t
h

e 
im

p
o

rt
a

n
ce

 o
f 

g
en

d
er

 e
q

u
it

y
 i

n
 s

ci
e
n

ti
fi

c 
fi

el
d

s.
 



63 

 

Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Wellbeing Activities!
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Water-Powered Rocket Launch Competition with ‘BE 

CURIOUS LAB OF FUTURE’, 9/2/26! 

Huge thanks to the Engineering Tech Team for a fabulously exciting 
practical water-powered rocket launching competition designed to de-
velop skills in physics, design & technology & creativity! 
 
Special thanks to Mr. Aakif & Lab of Future Team - Perfect launch 
support that ensured every rocket soared successfully, & student Lead-
ers - Huzaifa & Mridini, Tasnim, Ahmed shahid, Izzan, Rayan 
Moin  & club volunteers: True leaders who owned every moment! 
Your support made our students' day and reinforced why we do this -
 their growth and excitement! 
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Water-Powered Rocket Launch Competition with ‘BE 

CURIOUS LAB OF FUTURE’, 9/2/26! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Boys Skills Fair, 9/2/26!

Sixth Form Boys organized a Practical Skills Fair, presenting a range of every day useful tips & 
skills, from folding clothes, finance advice, keeping fit, music for wellbeing, avoiding malware, 
to the mechanics of cars! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Boys Skills Fair, 9/2/26!
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Women in Science Guest Speaker!
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Secondary Section News; Sixth Form Options Meeting, 12/2/26!
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Secondary Section News: WSS Inter-School Cyber Olympia!


