
1 

 

 

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #21 

 8th February, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Term 2 Fees 
As educators, we really hate 
having to discuss pending fees 
with our dear parents. Howev-
er, the reality is that fee in-
come is our only source of fi-
nance, & critical in ensuring 

payment of staff salaries & bills for the smooth oper-
ation of school. Many thanks to all the parents who 
have cleared their T2 fees in a  timely manner. How-
ever, unfortunately there are around 400 students 
still to clear their fees.  This is a really critical situa-
tion for us, so please clear pending fees as applicable, 
so we can operate school & open the re-enrollment 
facility for September 2024 seats. Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
15/4/24 
 
Thurs 2nd 
May 

• Deadline to book seats online for September is 
Monday April 15th. 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Thurs. 
2nd May. 

• Regardless of any system-generated email, the re-
enrollment fee is non-refundable for any reason, 
as per the Sharjah Authority Circular. 

• Please note that any un-booked/unpaid seats 
would be given to the Waiting List. 

Wed. 
14/2/24 & 
Thurs. 
15/2/24 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break (2 days) 

• Admin offices open (timings TBC) 

Monday 
11th March 

• Possible start of Ramadan . 

• Ramadan timings for whole school 8m-1pm 
(TBC) 

Friday 
29/3/24  to 
Sunday 
14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Online fee payments recommended to avoid 
queues. However, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 

Mon. 3/6/24 
to Thurs. 
13/6/23 

• T3 Final, compulsory promotional Exams. 
School timings for all students will be 7:30am-
12:30pm. 

• These dates are subject to SPEA approval & 
change. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• GEMS Family First Launch, 8/2/24 

• WSS’ 10th Inter-School Quran, Hadith & Invocation Competi-
tion, 5/2/24 

• WSS Extended LAB Meeting, 6/2/24 

• General News (the SPC) 

• Green Fingers Initiative Report 

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) Cyberbullying Awareness, 2) Knowing 
your Specific targets 

• Al Isra’ Wal Mi’raj 

• Happy Birthdays 
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Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Lunch with Super Daddy, 5/2/24 

• Assembly Time with FS1H; Superheroes! 

• FS2 learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 

• General Activities 
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Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y4 Learning Activities 

• Y5 Learning Activities 

• General Learning Activities 
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56-57 
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Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• WSS Careers Fair, 6/2/24 

• Learning Activities in Y7 

• Learning Activities in Y8 

• Learning Activities in Y9 

• Learning Activities in Y10 

• Learning Activities in KS5 
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Whole School News; GEMS ‘Family First’ Initiative! 
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Whole School News; GEMS ‘Family First’ Initiative! 
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Whole School News; WSS 10th Inter-School Quran, Hadith & 

Invocation Competition, 5/2/24 
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Whole School News; WSS 10th Inter-School Quran, Hadith & 

Invocation Competition, 5/2/24 
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Whole School News; WSS 10th Inter-School Quran, Hadith & 

Invocation Competition, 5/2/24 

Heartfelt thanks to our esteemed judges 
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Congratulations to: 

• Quran Category 
Ahmed Mahmoud (3rd 
Place) 

• Quran Category 
Lena Khalid (1st 
Place) 

• Quran Category 
Anas Rashad (1st 
Place) 

• Hadith Category 
Joudi Ahmed (1st 
Place) 

• Invocation Compe-
tition 

Mohammad Hassan 
(3rd Place) 

Whole School News; WSS 10th Inter-School Quran, Hadith & 

Invocation Competition, 5/2/24—WSS Winners! 

3rd in his category! 1st  in her category! 1st  in her category! 

1st  in her category! 3rd in his category! 
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Whole School News; WSS Extended LAB Meeting, 6/2/24! 

Our Local Advisory Body (LAB) met as an extended team with parents & student leaders on 6/2/24. The Agenda included a 
Safeguarding refresh, a review of progress made on Term one actions as identified at the previous meeting, & an in-depth 
discussion to identify the WSS Learner Profile characteristics to align  our Vision & educational programme. It was a very 
fruitful meeting. Many thanks to our valued LAB members, parents & student leaders. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Participating Teachers in the OOB 
GEMS Teachers’ Debating Competi-
tion. Well done, ladies!  Ms. Vandana 
said, “It was a really  an enriching, en-
lightening  and value adding experience 
to attend the 3rd Madam Mariamma 
Varkey Teacher’s Debate competi-
tion  on 3rd February, 2024 at Our Own 
English High school- Boy’s branch , 
Sharjah, for all three of us -Ms. Subha , 
myself as participants and Ms. Anila as 
our coordinator. ..” 

The Sharjah Principals’ Council (SPC) met on 5/2/24 (WSS Principal Ms. Valerie is the Executive Committee Secretary). 
Agenda items included engagement of all Sharjah Principals & transparency through sharing Agenda items & Meeting 
Minutes, having a school development focus to Agenda items, supportive engagement with SPEA, & practical items such as 
school Reviews & calendar dates for the coming academic year. 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 



17 

 

Whole School News 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to superstar gymnast Ayla 
Moaz (FS2S2) for achieving a trophy for 
her gymnastics skills! Well done! 
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Junior Section News; Lunch with Super Daddy, 5/2/24! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS1H, 8/2/24! 

FS1H presented their first ever Assembly on the theme, 
‘Superheroes’. We learnt how Mummy & Daddy are our everyday 
heroes!  It was Amazing!! The students had learnt their lines, used 
‘WOW!’ words & spoke confidently in front of the audience. Well 
done! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Y3D1 Learning Activities! 

Primary Section News; Y4H2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5D1 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y5D1 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section KS4 Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Badminton superstar who took second prize in a Badminton’s singles competition at Al Mash Badminton 
Sports, Sharjah. 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Careers Fair, 6/2/24! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y7! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y7! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y7 & Y8! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y8! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y8! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y9! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y9! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y9! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y9! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y10! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in Y10! 
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Secondary Section News; Learning Activities in KS5! 


