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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #21 

 5th February, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Term 2 School Fees 
Huge thanks to most parents for your timely clear-
ance of T2 school fees. This supports us to meet our 
financial obligations, such as teacher salaries, bills 
& other operational costs. However, we still have a 
huge amount pending, which is hampering opera-
tions. Please note that school fess are due on the 
first day of Term, & it is now well into the Term. If 
you still have school fees pending, do please clear 
them at the earliest. Thank you. We appreciate 
your support. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
26/1/26 to 
Friday  
13/2/26 

• GEMS Parent Survey. Kindly complete  to have 
your voice! Your positive, constructive team-
work is much appreciated. 

Sat. 7/2/26 • Cashier open 8am-1pm for convenient exam fees 
& tuition fee payment if required. 

Week of 
16/2/26 

• Ramadan starts (exact date TBC). 

• Ramadan timings TBC 

Monday 
16/2/26 to 
Sunday 
5/4/26 

• The Re-enrolment facility for seats for Sept. 26-
27 will open, subject to no pending T2 fees or 
behaviour blocks/’On Probation’. 

• We are unable to hold un-booked/unpaid seats 
beyond 5/4/26, which would then have to be giv-
en to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, so to 
avoid inconvenience & upset, do please re-
enroll/pay within the deadline. Thank you. 

Monday 
16/3/26 to 
Sunday 
22/3/26 

• Spring Break 

• T3 Fees due by latest Monday 23/3/26. Thank 
you. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Positive Parent Survey Feedback!

Huge thanks to our many positive parent partners who are supporting WSS 

100% to work together to exceed our targets & do the best for our children. 

There will always be ‘Even Better If…’, but your positive support means so much 

& helps motivate us to achieve the next level!  

“Together Everyone Achieves More!” 
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Whole School News;  

The WSS Family First Carnival 31/1/26!
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Whole School News;  

The WSS Family First Carnival 31/1/26!

The WSS FF Carnival on 31/1 was a great success thanks to all the staff, 
parents & students who worked together to create an event that will liv e 
on in our memories for some time to come!  The Carnival brought aound 
2,500 attending parents, students & staff together in a fun, positive event, 
creating a lot of happiness along the way!  

Thank you to all the amazing, dedicated WSS Carnival Committee & the 
whole WSS family for supporting.  The Carnival Committee & SLT 
worked tirelessly well beyond that ‘extra mile’. Thank you to those who 
worked behind the scenes & Ms. Maitha for donating Emirati refresh-
ments. Celino & the student leaders did a great job arranging the talent 
show, duties & supporting stalls. Thanks to the talented singers, dancers 
& Band!  Special thanks go to our lovely parents Ms. Mariam for the gor-
geou gate balloons, Dr. Mai & SAM’S Shop for the gold coins for the raf-
fle. Special mention to Ms. Aiysha Khan for her amazingly creative work 
& Ms. Sera for the super well-organised on-the-ground arrangements. So 
proud the WSS family. Shall we make it an annual event? 
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Whole School News;  

The WSS Family First Carnival 31/1/26!
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Whole School News;  

The WSS Family First Carnival 31/1/26!
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Whole School News; Haq El Leila Celebrations, 3/2/26!
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Whole School News; Haq El Leila Celebrations, 3/2/26!
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Whole School News; Haq El Leila Celebrations, 3/2/26!
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Whole School News; WSS-GEMS Youth Parliament, 2/2/26!

 



13 

 

Whole School News; BBT Ramadan Bus Offer!
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Whole School News; BBT Ramadan Bus Offer!
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Whole School News; BBT Ramadan Bus Offer!
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Week 5 ECA Report!
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Huge congratulations to our bril-
liant Sheikha Fatima Scholarship 
winner for 2025-2026, Leen Nael 
(Y13GH). Here she is being 
awarded her special certificate at 
the SF ceremony at WSD on 
3/2/26. We wish her every contin-
uing success! 
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WSS Superstar Scholastic Champions!

The Scholastics Team visited WSS on 4/2/26 to appreciate & award our students for their excellent engagement in reading. 
WSS was awarded a special placard. 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD!

WSS SLT & English leaders attend 
an RLAG Champions Meeting at 
WSD on Friday 30/2/26. 

The Principal attended an SPC Full 
meeting on 4/2/26 at ASCS, along 
with 13 other Sharjah Principals.  
The Agenda related to hosting a 
meeting for all Sharjah Principals 
to take feedback on schools’ general 
concerns to liaise with SPEA, & to 
encourage schools to send ter teach-
ers to next weekend’s SPEA’s Edu-
cation Conference. So far the SPC 
are sending around 365 teachers to 
the prestigious conference. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Congratulations Farouk (Y2S1) & Saif (Y1H1) for achieving your purple belt in Karate!  It is great to have experiences & 
develop skills beyond the classroom to round your character. Well done!  Below, our Y2 Assembly Choir musical superstars! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to our swimming champion who won several 
awards! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2F, 5/2/26 

Self-Discipline!

Y2F put on a stunning Assembly all about using self-discipline to do our best. They linked the theme to UAE Astronaut Haz-
zaa Mansoori, who had to overcome many challenges to win his place on the UAE’s first manned space flight. The children 
talked about what they want to be when they grow up & Y2F also entertained us with a unique & complex dance with cloth. 
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Junior Section News; World Read Aloud Day, 5/2/26!

We were very happy to celebrate World Read Aloud Day on 5/2/26 in classrooms & at the Y2 Assembly.  Parents joined 
their class to read aloud & enthrall the students with exciting stories & props. Many thanks to the parents who joined this 
FF Parental Engagement activity. At the Assembly, we were entertained & inspired by Keira with a song, Ithal (Y1F) recited 
& Elanthtreen (Y2D2) who dazzled us with a story about not being greedy & complete with props.  

Haq Al Leila 

Celebration, 

3/2/26



25 

 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities!

Busy Junior Scientists work-
ing on developing their scien-
tific skills of classifying, ex-
perimenting, recording, in-
vestigating & analysing. 
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Junior Section News; FS1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities!
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to Ranaya 
(Y5D1) for winning 2nd place 
in the recent AIS Athletic Club 
meet.  Awesome effort! 

Congratulations to  All Stars 
superstar swimming champion 
Mariam Eissa (Y3H2) who re-
cently won first place in a 
swimming competition. We are 
very proud of you! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3H1, 4/2/26!

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y3 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!

Primary Section News; Y5 Haq Al Leila!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Haq Al Leila!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Haq Al Leila!

Primary Section Family First Event 

Celebrating World Read Aloud Day, 5/2/26!
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Primary Section Family First Event 

Celebrating World Read Aloud Day, 5/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Read Aloud Day, 5/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Haq Al Leila Celebration, 3/2/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!



49 

 

Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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GEMS Sheikha Fatima Scholarship Celebration & Awardee, 2/2/26!
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WSS Secondary Section Sixth Form Girls Basketball Superstar 

Champions! WSS beat GCS  24-12 on 2/2/26!
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WSS Secondary Section KS5 ‘Be A GEM’ Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section ‘Be A GEM’ Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section ‘Be A GEM’ Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section ‘Be A GEM’ Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section SPARK-X Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section SPARK-X Superstar Champions!

WSS Secondary Section Sports Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to Oniru’s for his 
recent achievement in athletics in 
the UAE federation event held at 
the Officers Club track Dubai.  

Athletes from all seven Emirates 
participated and Oniru won 1st 
place in his event of 150m in the 
under 16 age category. 
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Family First KS5 Parenting Tips & Strategies!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assemblies!
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KS3 National Environment Celebration!
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Secondary Section News; Commerce Week Innovation EXPO!
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Secondary Section News; Commerce Week Innovation EXPO!

Well done to Raima Nishad (Y12) 
our very gifted Accountancy stu-
dent, who has created an app for 
costing.  
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News: KS5 Leadership & Learning!
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Secondary Section News: KS5 Leadership & Learning!
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Secondary Section News: KS5 Leadership & Learning!
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Secondary Section News: KS5 Leadership & Learning!


