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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #20 

 29th January, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
WSS Family First Carnival, 
Saturday 31/1/26, 10am-
2pm 
 
We are very much looking 
forward to welcoming our 
dear WSS families to the 
Family First Carnival this 

Saturday 31/1/26, 10am-2pm. Please note: 

• Do please wear your parent/student IDs for 
admission.  

• Entrance fee AED5/- pp (free under 3) includ-
ing 2 free games tickets (Ts&Cs) 

• School gate will open at 10am & the last ad-
mission will be at 1:30pm 

• Food sales will be by voucher, available at 
Gate 1 (main gate) (you can buy these with 
cash or card). 

• Parents are responsible for their children’s 
safety & behaviour during the Carnival. 

• Students below Year 7 must be accompanied 
by their parent/guardian. 

• Washrooms located in East corridor only 
WSS carpark will not be open for guests for 
safety reasons. 

• Of course no smoking/Vape on WSS premises. 
• Let’s have some fun!! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

• There will be a raffle draw at 1pm, with 5 prizes  of 22k 
gold coins, generously sponsored by a WSS parent, SAM’s 
Store. Thank you SAMS Store! 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
26/1/26 to 
Friday  
13/2/26 

• GEMS Parent Survey. Kindly complete  to have 
your voice! Your positive, constructive team-
work is much appreciated. 

Satur-
day31/1/26 

• 10am-2pm; WSS Family First Carnival 
 

Monday 
16/2/26 to 
Sunday 
5/4/26 

• The Re-enrolment facility for seats for Sept. 26-
27 will open, subject to no pending T2 fees or 
behaviour blocks/’On Probation’. 

• We are unable to hold un-booked/unpaid seats 
beyond 5/4/26, which would then have to be giv-
en to the Waiting List. To avoid inconvenience 
& upset, do please re-enroll/pay within the 
deadline. Thank you. 

Monday 
16/3/26 to 
Sunday 
22/3/26 

• Spring Break 

• T3 Fees due by latest Monday 23/3/26. Thank 
you. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News; Ace Your Parent Survey!
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Whole School News; Ace Your Parent Survey!
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Whole School News; SPEA’s Community Hub Schools 

Initiative—Enhancing IT & AI Literacy!

SPEA is promoting community links with external providers to broaden educational provision for our students & opportuni-
ties for development. As part of SPEA’s ‘Community Hub Schools’ initiative, WSS welcomed Mr. Justin EOM, Ms. Gabriel-
le & Ms. Subin, leaders of AI education for government schools in Korea. We are looking into extending our Computer & AI 
curriculum to ensure that our students & teachers are up-to-date with critical IT skills. 

The MOE Team continued their CPD programme with Dr. Osama & Mr. Gaber on 29/1/26 for an in-depth session on TLAG 
(Teach Like a GEM) 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 
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WSS Superstar Sports Champions!

WSS participated in 
the BIPS  Sports Fest 
Season 1 held at Bril-
liant Schol, Sharjah on 
29/1/26. The WSS team 
of 8 students show-
cased their elite skills 
& determination, re-
turning to WSS victo-
rious with multiple 
medals & the enor-
mous first Place trophy 
for being overall win-
ners!  
 
Congratulations team 
WSS! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

Our three sustainability 
superstars Syed Shazil 
(Y13B), Laiba Jami 
(Y4H2) & Lamia Jami 
(FS2D2) germinated a sec-
ond Avocado plant & 
brought it into school to 
plant in the school garden. 
We love your super-green 
skills! 
 
In the bottom picture, you 
can see the original avoca-
do seedling (bottom right) 
that was planted last Term 
& is flourishing so far. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Ms. Raghi was one of the educational team who received an appreciation certificate 
from KekKen 2025. 



13 

 

Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1H1, 29/1/26 

Diversity!

Y1 put on an amazing 
Assembly with the 
theme of ‘Diversity’. 
We learnt that we all 
have individual dif-
ferences , but share 
the same need for 
respect and kindness. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2H1, 29/1/26 

Being a Positive Ambassador!

FS2H1’s super cute Assembly was on the theme ‘Be a Good Ambassador’. We learnt that our 
good behaviour represents our family & our school well—especially of school when we are 
wearing our WSS uniform. We learn that showing respect to others & our environment is a 
great way to be a positive Ambassador! 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Day, 28/1/26!
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities!

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Y4 BAG Champions 
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WSS Primary Section Islamic Superstar Champions!
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WSS Primary Section BAG Superstar Champions!
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Leadership GEMStones & RLAG Superstar Champions!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Kenken Round 1 
Champion 

Primary Section News; Y3 Radio Club -Appreciating Teachers 

as Part of the International Day of Education, 29/1/26!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Kenken Round 1 
Champion 
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Primary Section News’; Assembly Time with Y4H2, 28/1/26 

Read Like a GEM (RLAG) - ‘A Reader Today, A Leader 

Tomorrow’!

W
e 

le
a

rn
t 

h
o

w
 i

m
p

o
rt

a
n

t 
re

a
d

in
g

 i
s 

to
 

ev
er

y
 a

re
a

 o
f 

li
fe

, 
st

u
d

y
 &

 w
o

rk
 



33 

 

Primary Section News’; Assembly Time with Y6GS, 28/1/26 

Cyber Safety!

We learnt that we should not take 
mean messages to heart, but remain 
strong, confident & positive about our-
selves. We do not post mean messages 
as words can hurt others. 
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Primary Section News; Y3 Parental Engagement Creative 

Activity, 29/1/26!

Huge thanks to our enthusiastic & creative Y3 parents who 
joined us for the Parental Engagement Creative Activity on 
29/1/26. Your children loved having you in class! 
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Primary Y3 News; Family First—Parent Engagement Creative 

Activity, 29/1/26!
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Primary Y3 News; Family First—Parent Engagement  

STEAM & Creative Activity, 29/1/26!
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Primary Y3 News; Family First—Parent Engagement  

STEAM & Creative Activity, 29/1/26!
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Primary Section News; Week 4 ECA Report!

Primary Section News; Y3 Radio Club -Appreciating Teachers 

as Part of the International Day of Education, 29/1/26!
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Primary Section News; Y4 Learning Activities!

Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6BD Learning Activities!



42 

 

Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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WSS Secondary Section Football Superstar Champions— 

WSS Sixth Form-GCS Friendly Match, 27/1/26!

Congratulations to our Sixth Form sporting superstars 

WSS beat GCS 4-0! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 to 

Sunday 25/1/26. ‘The Midnight Hour!
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 to 

Sunday 25/1/26. ‘The Midnight Hour!

Thank you to significant MUN 
sponsors MYX, CSI Middle 
East LLC & Uniplus, without 
whose support the event would 
have not been possible. 
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 to 

Sunday 25/1/26. ‘The Midnight Hour!



48 

 

Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 to 

Sunday 25/1/26. ‘The Midnight Hour!
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 to 

Sunday 25/1/26. ‘The Midnight Hour!
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 to 

Sunday 25/1/26. ‘The Midnight Hour!
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 

Facebook Post by Ms. Sajeda
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 

Facebook Post by Ms. Sajeda
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 

Facebook Post by Ms. Sajeda
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Secondary Section News; WSS 3rd MUN, Friday 23/1/26 to 

Sunday 25/1/26. ‘The Midnight Hour!

The WSS 3rd MUN 2026 was even 
bigger & better than last year! 
Over 500 students participated in 
what was a fantastic, creative & 
well-organized ‘event of the year’! 
Huge thanks & congratulations to 
all students & staff involved, par-
ticularly Ms. Nirmal for her resili-
ence & passionate leadership & 
the effective, hard-working stu-
dent leaders committee. SLT were 
highly impressed & very proud of 
the way that all your hours of ex-
tra effort really paid off.  
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Secondary Section News’ Noor Ul Hayat Exhibition, 29/1/26!

The Principal & other guests were 
impressed by the passion, 
knowledge & sincerity of the stu-
dents presenting their amazing 
projects at the Noor Ul Hayat Ex-
hibition on 29/1/26. Students were 
able to apply Islamic principles to 
their everyday life & shared  per-
sonal examples relating to Islam in 
practice. 
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Secondary Section News’ Noor Ul Hayat Exhibition, 29/1/26!
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Secondary Section News’ Noor Ul Hayat Exhibition, 29/1/26!
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Secondary Section News’ Noor Ul Hayat Exhibition, 29/1/26!
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Secondary Section News’ Noor Ul Hayat Exhibition, 29/1/26!
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Secondary News; Family First KS3 Terrarium Activity, 

27/1/26!
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Secondary News; Family First KS3 Terrarium Activity, 

27/1/26!
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Secondary News; Family First KS3 Terrarium Activity, 

27/1/26!
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Secondary News; Family First KS3 Terrarium Activity, 

27/1/26!
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Secondary News; Family First KS3 Terrarium Activity, 

27/1/26!
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Secondary News; Family First Parenting Tips!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) Report!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) Report!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) Report!
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Secondary Section News; Read Like a GEM (RLAG) Report!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Life Skills Fair, 27/1/26!

KS5 girls presented well-prepared & very 
practical life skill topics, engaging with 
peers & teachers confidently. 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Life Skills Fair, 27/1/26!
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Secondary Section News; Health-Promoting School Report!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Academic Cipher, 2026!!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Be a GEM Routines!
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Secondary Section News; Aqua Launch Workshop by the 

Engineering & Tech Club!
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KS5 News; Parent Engagement Session on AI!
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KS5 Cyberbullying Awareness Session!
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KS5 News; KS5 Exoskeleton Workshop!
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KS5 News; Year of Family Session!
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KS5 News; Arduin Workshop!
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KS5 News; International Day of Education!
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Secondary Section News; Islamic Projects!

Mr. Shujahat visited classes 
for ‘drop-ins’. He shared this 
picture of Ms. Roopa’s 
“Superb lesson”.  

KS5 News; Healthy Living Session!


