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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #20 

 2nd February, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
SPEA Performance Review Visit 
(SPR)  
SPEA Review Inspectors will be 
visiting school all next week, re-
viewing our students’ progress, 

achievement, learning & behaviour.  Please support 
by ensuring that your children arrive to school on 
time (by latest 7:30am) wearing perfect school uni-
form. We are looking forward to our students’ show-
ing off their talents & skills,  and achieving their very 
best!  
 
Just to clarify, following a reported misunderstand-
ing, please note that SPEA has not informed us of any 
link between schools receiving a high inspection 
grading & any increase in school fees, so we request 
100% teamwork as we strive for a positive judge-
ment. It is time for WSS to shine! 
 
Early Exit 
We understand that there may be an occasional 
emergency or medical appointment that requires 
your child taking Early Exit. However, this leads to 
lost learning time, so please try to avoid this as much 
as possible. If you do need an Early Exit, do please 
report to Reception at lest one hour before the end of 
the school day (so that we have Support Staff availa-
ble to collect your child from class). Please note that 
to minimize lesson disruption (which loses learning 
time for the full class) we will collect children at les-
son changeover times, not mid-lesson. The Timetable 
is attached on p4 FYI. Thank you for your support. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Friday 17th 
February  
 
 
 
 
 
Mon. 10th 
April 

• Re-enrollment for September 2023 opens. 

• Re-enrollment for Sept. 2023 may only be completed 
once full T2 fees have been cleared. 

• Deadline to click re-enroll online with intentions 
is Friday 17th February (re-enrollment fee pay-
ment not required until 2/5/23) 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Tuesday 
2nd May (please ignore any other communicated 
dates, & apologies for any confusion) 

• Un-booked & unpaid seats beyond the given deadline 
would be given to the Waiting List. Seats are limited, 
so to avoid stress & disappointment, do please com-
plete re-enrollment & re-enrollment payment by the 
given deadlines. 

Wed. 15th & 
Thurs. 16th 
Feb. 

• Mid-Term Break (2 days) 

27/3/23 to 
6/4/23 

• Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Term 3 starts on Monday 10/4/23. T3 fees due, thank 
you. 

17/4/23 • T3 Mid-Term Break (1 day) 

Tuesday 
2/5/23 

• Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Tuesday 
2nd May  

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year. (TBC by 
SPEA) 



2 

 



3 

 

Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Item Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary & gen-
eral notices 

•   
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Whole School News • SPEA Parent Survey  (re. the 4-
day Week) & the school Timetable 

• WSS Inter-School Quran Compe-
tition, 26/1/23 & Staff CPD 

• Staff of T1 Award Display 

• Community Helpers;  Amiri 
Guard Traffic Police 

• Storyboard Top Tips; ‘Knowing 
your specific targets’ & 
‘Wellbeing’ 

8 Whole School Environmental 
Recycling Superstar Champi-
ons 

• WSS Recycling 

• Afforestation Event 

 9 Whole school Birthdays for 
the week 

•  

 10-11 Junior Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Class Champions 

• Community Service Champions 

• Sheikh Zayed drawing competi-
tion Winner 

12-16 
18-20 
21-22 
 

Junior Section News • Superhero Dads’ Day, 31/1/23 

• Fun Learning in Y1 

• New Learning in Y2 

 23 Primary Section News • Al Mantar Reserve Afforestation 
Campaign 

 25 Secondary Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Environmental Champions; The 
UAE;s Year of Sustainability 

26 
27 
 
28 
 
29-31 
32-33 
34 
 
35 
 
36 
37 
38 
 
39 
 
 

Secondary Section News • Waste Management Superstars!  

• Assembly Time with Y8GS; ‘Self-
Care’ 

• Assembly Time with Y8BH1; 
‘Respect’ 

• BLOOMS Race! 

• GWA MUN Event, 27/1/23 

• TWS MUN Event, 28/1/23 

• KS3 Wellbeing Initiative; 
‘Morning Vibes’ 

• WSS Career Fair 

• EMSAT Guidance Session 

• KS3 Practical Science Activities 

• Profit & Loss Pizza Project 
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Whole School News; SPEA Parent Survey  
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Whole School News! 

Our Teaching & Learning Coach Dr. 
Lisa & Principal Ms. Valerie visiting 
classes for joint Lesson Observations 
as part of our cycle of professional 
development for Teachers  

Beautiful displays from our very 
successful Inter-School Quran 
competition, held on 26/1/23. 

The Principal Ms. Va-
lerie attended the 
ZOOM SPEA Strategy 
Meeting on 2/2/23 along 
with other Sharjah 
Principals. SPEA 
shared ‘next steps’, such 
as a new Authority 
Wellbeing Framework. 
WSS has already intro-
duced the Oxford Inter-
national Wellbeing Cur-
riculum & will align this 
with the  new frame-
work once published. 
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Thank you to our amazing Amiri Guard, who 
help us outside school daily at morning drop-
off & afternoon pick-up to help support road 
safety for our community. This is a perfect 
example for our children of community service 
in practice! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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WSS Environmental  Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Community Service Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Dad’s Day, 31/1/23! 

Thank you to our 
parents who sup-
ported with su-
perhero dress-up 
& attended our 
Superhero Dad’s 
Day on 31/1/23. 
Our children 
have been learn-
ing about com-
munity helpers & 
everyday super-
heroes, like their 
Dads! 
Our children 
were very happy 
to share their day 
with their special 
Dad. 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Dad’s Day, 31/1/23! 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Dad’s Day, 31/1/23! 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Dad’s Day, 31/1/23! 
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Junior Section News; Superhero Dad’s Day, 31/1/23! 
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Junior Section News 

Thank you Haniyah for 
your super confident & 
cute Arabic video. 

EAL Lesson 
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Junior Section News; Fun Learning in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Fun Learning in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; Fun Learning in Y1! 
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Junior Section News; New Learning in Y2! 
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Primary Section News; Al Mantar Reserve Afforestation Campaign! 

Al Mantar Reserve Afforestation Campaign was organized at Al Bataeh by Sharjah Education Council. WSS student reps 
from Primary section participated in the programme this week. Thanks to  parents for their support & to the teachers who 
went along to support this important initiative . 
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Primary Section News; Al Mantar Reserve Afforestation Campaign! 

Al Mantar Reserve Afforestation Campaign was organized at Al Bataeh by Sharjah Education Council. WSS student reps 
from Primary section participated in the programme this week. Thanks to  parents for their support & to the teachers who 
went along to support this important initiative . 
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Primary Section News 

Thank you Nabia for your thought-
provoking video on ‘Truthfulness’. We 
love to see important Islamic character 
values applied to your real life, & how 
these same values are shared across our 
other community religions too! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Environmental  Waste Management Superstar Champions! 

The UAE’s Year of Sustainability! 

As a part of our Eco Club Programme, 
WSS KS3 students conducted an aware-
ness session on  Waste management. 
Thank you Ms. Laneetha & her team of 
active echo warriors! 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time With Y8GS! 

The important theme was 
‘Self Care’. We reflected 
on our own responsibility 
for making smart choices 
to care for our health, 
sleep & diet. 
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time With Y8BH1! 

The important theme 
was ‘Respect. Respect 
is a pillar of character 
development & essen-
tial for a supportive 
learning environment 



29 

 

Secondary Section News; BLOOMS Race! 
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Secondary Section News; BLOOMS Race! 
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Secondary Section News; BLOOMS Race! 
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Secondary Section News; GWA MUN Event, 27/1/23! 
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Secondary Section News; GWA MUN Event, 27/1/23! 
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Secondary Section News; TWS MUN Event, 28/1/23! 

Seven schools participated in the TWS MUN (MODEL 
United Nations) event held there on 28/1/23. 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Wellbeing Initiative; Morning Vibes! 
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Secondary Section News; WSS Career Fair! 
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Secondary Section News; Preparing Students for EMSAT! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Practical Science Activities! 

Practical, hand’s-on activi-
ties in KS3 Science Les-
sons.  
LFQ : How can you illus-
trate on the working of 
lenses? 
LFQ:  How can you ana-
lyze the structure of bone 
through model-making? 
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Secondary Section News 

A project created by Fathima Zahra Liyakath (Y11GD) using a verbal tool suitable to connect the terms & calculations ap-
plicable for preparing accounts for a Limited Liability company. This was a challenging topic where students were required 
to improve through solving questions with the help of this tool. 


