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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #20 

 1st February, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Optimus Award Wellbeing 
Survey 
Many thanks if you have al-
ready completed the short 
wellbeing survey emailed to 
you this week. The survey aims 
to give us your valuable in-

sights so that we can continue to improve wellbeing 
provision at WSS for your children. If you have not 
yet completed the survey, may I request that you do 
so this weekend. Many thanks. 
 
 
 
Term 2 Fees 
As educators, we really hate having to discuss pend-
ing fees with our dear parents. However, the reality is 
that fee income is our only source of finance, & criti-
cal in ensuring payment of staff salaries & bills for 

the smooth operation of 
school. Many thanks to all 
the parents who have 
cleared their T2 fees in a  
timely manner. However, 
unfortunately there are 
around 600 students still to 
clear their fees.  This is a 
really critical situation for 
us, so please clear pending 
fees as applicable, so we can 
operate school & open the 
re-enrollment facility for 
September 2024 seats. 
Thank you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

Date  Details 

Mon. 
15/4/24 

• Deadline to book seats online & pay the re-
enrollment fee to guarantee seats for September 
2024 is Mon. 15/4/24 

• Regardless of any system-generated email, the 
re-enrollment fee is non-refundable for any rea-
son, as per the Sharjah Authority Circular. 

• After the given deadline, any un-booked/unpaid 
seats would be given to the Waiting List., so to 
avoid inconvenience/disappointment, do please 
stick to this deadline. 

Wed. 
14/2/24 & 
Thurs. 
15/2/24 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break (2 days) 

• Admin offices open (timings TBC) 

Friday 
29/3/24  to 
Sunday 
14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• T2 exams will run 1-2 weeks before Spring 
Break (exact dates TBC) 

• Admin Offices open on working days through-
out  the Break for Enrollment & Fee Payment 
(timings TBC) 

• Online fee payments recommended to avoid 
queues. However, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 

Mon. 3/6/24 
to Thurs. 
13/6/23 

• T3 Final, compulsory promotional Exams. 
School timings for all students will be 7:30am-
12:30pm. 

• These dates are subject to SPEA approval & 
change. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 

 
4-7 
 
8 
9 
 

10 
11 
 
12 

Whole School News 

• WSS Inter-School Northern Emirates U11 Soccer Super Cup 
Tournament, 30/1/24 to 1/2/24 

• WSS Wellbeing  

• WSS Superstar Environment & Sustainability Champions  

• Staff Networking & Training 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Reading Workshop Impact & Implemen-
tation, 2) Positive Reinforcement of Students 

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
13-16 
13 
17-18 
 

19 
20 
 

21-22 
23-28 
 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Kinda’s Take Home Teddy Report 

• Assembly Time with Y2H1, 1/2/24 

• Junior News (General) 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
 

 
29 
30 
31 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Learning Activities (General) 

• Primary Parents Reading Workshops, 31/1/24 

• Y5 Learning Activities 
 

  
31-32 
33-34 
35-36 
 

37-39 
40 
41 
 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• Y8 Learning Journey  

• Y9 Learning Journey 

• KS5 Metacognition Session 

• Maths Poems 

• Literacy Poem 
 

Player of the Match! WOW!! 
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6 Northern Emirates schools participated in our first ever 
Northern Emirates Football Tournament for U11 this week! 
Thank you to Mr. Deepak & team for a well-organized event. 

Whole School News; WSS Inter-School Northern Emirates U11 

Soccer Super Cup, 30/1/24 to 1/2/24! 
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Whole School News; WSS Inter-School Northern Emirates U11 

Soccer Super Cup, 30/1/24 to 1/2/24! 

At the Award Ceremony on 1/2/24. 
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WSS Inter-School Northern Emirates Soccer Tournament 

Champions, 1/2/24! 

U11 first Place!! 

U8 Runners up! 
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The WSS teams played enthusiastically & energetically, achieving 2 trophies plus ‘Player of the Match’! We are very proud 
of all our young sporting superstars. We thank Mr. Deepak & his hard-working team for organizing this highly successful, 
first ever Primary soccer tournament. We look forward to this becoming an exciting annual event. 

WSS Inter-School Northern Emirates Soccer Tournament 

Champions, 1/2/24! 
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Whole School News; Wellbeing at WSS!  
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Whole School News; Staff Networking & Training! 

Guidance Counselling Training & Networking 

Guidance Counsellor Ms. Anisha  attended the IC3 
regional forum on Wednesday, 24th January 2024 held 
at the GEMS New Millennium School, Al Khail. It was 
an enriching atmosphere focused on mindfulness, & 
career counselling being a pivotal aspect in school ca-
reer fair and majorly networking.  

Ms Rema and Anisha attended the Cluster Counsellor 
forum on  26/1/24 at Winchester School, Dubai. Coun-
sellors from our Cluster joined to activate the network 
by providing quality content from Counsellor to 
Counsellor. The event was dedicated to fostering col-
laboration and networking among School Counsellors 
within the GEMS Cluster. The event  brought us a 
platform for meaningful interaction, sharing best 
practices, collaboration, the exchange of valuable in-
sights and, most importantly, strengthening the sense 
of community and providing peer support.  

GEMS Head of Government Relations Brigadier Hamdan Al 
Raisi & the Head of Safecore (security services) Mr. Aamir 
Bukhari visited WSS on 29/1/24. GEMS Department Heads 
regularly visit GEMS schools for Audit, support & network-
ing purposes. 

Ms. Sonia, Ms. Sreeja & Ms. Emelia were awarded certifi-
cates in recognition of their delivery CPD to share expertise 
on ‘Use of AI to Promote Inspection Readiness’ at Al Ansar 
Private School. This CPD was arranged under the auspices 
of our SPEA School Improvement Advisor (SIA) Ms. Lynn. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions; Kinda’s Take Home Teddy Report! 

Teddy Goes Home winner Kinda (Y1F1) shared her weekend adventure 
with teddy in a super cute video & neatly presented diary. Well done Kin-
da! It looks like an amazing adventure! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Zaineldein Ramy (Y1D1), our 
aquatic champion, who is proudly displaying a well-
deserved medal earned in his swimming classes out-
side school. With unwavering dedication and a pas-
sion for excellence, Zaineldein has emerged as a true 
water enthusiast, making waves and conquering 
new milestones in every lap. This achievement not 
only showcases his aquatic prowess but also reflects 
the resilience, discipline, and determination that 
defines his journey. Join us in applauding this 
young swimmer, whose dedication to the sport sets 
an inspiring example for us all!  
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Sheikh Zayed Competition Winners! 

Superstar Class Champions 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H1, 1/2/24! 

Y2H1 presented a wonderful Assembly on ‘Healthy Habits’. 
We learnt to make smart, long-term choices to promote our 
own wellbeing. 
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y2H1, 1/2/24! 

Y2H1 treated us to some skits, a dance & some impressive 
gymnastics! We learnt a lot about making healthy choices of 
food, sleep patterns & exercise! 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S1 Learning Activities! 

Y1S2 
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Junior Section News; Y1S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F2 Learning Activities! 

Y2F2 with Ms. Fauzia & Ms. Benil 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Primary Section News 
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Primary Section News; Primary Parent Reading Workshops, 31/1/24! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to 
sporting superstar Bilal 
Sameh (Y8BD) for win-
ning a silver medal in a 
Karate UAE national 
competition held at the 
Sharjah Sports Club! 
This is a fantastic 
achievement reflecting a 
lot of hard work—well 
done Bilal! 

Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Secondary Section Y9 Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 Learning Journey! 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 Learning Journey! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Journey! 
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Secondary Section News; Y9 Learning Journey! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Metacognition Session! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Metacognition Session! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Careers Guidance! 
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Secondary Section News; Amazing Maths! 
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Secondary Section News; Literacy Poem! 


