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Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

A very warm welcome! The
start of a new academic
A year is always extremely
busy, with lots to organise
3 & queues to navigate. I
i would like to thank all our
dear parents for your tre-

mendous patience & support as we work together to
settle our students as quickly & smoothly as possible.

Please note the following:
[ ]

Please send a backpack-style bag only (no trolley
bags)

Please listen to, respect & support all our staff—
they are here for your child’s safety. Thank you.

From Day 3, only Junior parents with their par-
ent ID card may enter the school building for
pick-up & drop-off of their Junior child only, not
into any other corridor. Other parents, please
meet the Reception for support.
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31st August, 2023 EDUCATION
Date Details

Friday e 8am-lpm
1/9/23 e Cashier Office open
Saturday e 8am-2pm
2/9/23 e  Cashier Office open
Week of e Meet your child’s Teacher; home-school Teach-
25th-28th er ‘Meet-&-Greet meetings. Details to follow.
September
Wed. 18th- |e  Mid-Term Break. School closed for students.
gh;;rs. 19th |4 School opens on Monday 23rd Oct.

c
Mon. 18th (e  School closed for Winter Break.
11\)/[ec_d - School opens on Tuesday 2nd January 2024.
] G ENES T2 Fees due by 121/24. Thank you.
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Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts Whole School News
you can give your child are

a and the
that WIu gllide the m Newsletter Contents
th rou g h l.l fe Page | Includes:

1,2 Dates for Your Diary
e  Message from the Principal; general notices

Sunny Varkey Contents

3 o Contents Table & important notices
'Whole School News

4 e SPEA VIP Visit to WSS, 30/8/23

5

— e  Backpacks
Late Rejoining e  Welcome back to school!

g e SPEA approved holiday dates
As mentioned in NL#36 (June) & 7 o Celebrating Onam
NL#1 (24/8), we are holding un- 8 e Storyboard Top Tips; Settling into School
claimed seats until Monday 4th 8 e Uniform
September. After this date, ‘No- 9 e ‘A’ Level Toppers
Show’ seats would be given to i(l) e WSS Superstar Champions
the Waiting List. e  Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions
12 e  Week One Pictures
If your child is joining back late 13 e  Happy Birthdays
(after 4/9) & you have not yet
arranged a deadline extension, Junior Section News
do please email the Principal 147"16 *  Welcoming Your Children to WSS
about your child’s expected re- 18 * Learning Fun with FSI
turn date, so that we know to *  Learning Fun with FS2
hold the seat beyond 4/9/23. 19 * Leamning Funin Y1
20-22 |* Learning Fun with Y2

Primary Section News

23 e  Welcome to the new academic year
%g v [ Learning Activities in Y3 & Y4

e Learning Activities in Y5
Secondary Section News
Find our updated Parent Hand- 28 e  Welcoming New Joiners
book through this QR code. 29 °  Welcome to Week |
Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system.

WSS Safeguarding Policy

Please note FYI, that our WSS Safeguarding Policy 2023-2024 can be found on
our school website.:

https://www.gemswestminsterschool-sharjah.com/For-Parents/September-Re-
opening-plans



https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gemswestminsterschool-sharjah.com%2FFor-Parents%2FSeptember-Re-opening-plans&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C173794b708ad4ff6b56d08dba917a8bf%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gemswestminsterschool-sharjah.com%2FFor-Parents%2FSeptember-Re-opening-plans&data=05%7C01%7Cvalerie.t_wss%40gemsedu.com%7C173794b708ad4ff6b56d08dba917a8bf%7Cd2b3a7dcd57e417f90ad149b872e9aa1

Whole School News; SPEA VIP Visit to WSS, 30/8/23!

We would like to thank our esteemed SPEA dignitaries who spent
time in WSS on 30/8/23, touring the Junior Section. They also
enjoyed a beautiful song by singing sensation superstar Sheinya

(Y1S1).

Teamwork & communication are key to the success of any organ-
isation, so we very much appreciative SPEA’s engagement & sup-

port.

The mstinge
Jaucangiveyr




Whole School News; Backpacks!

Many thanks to parents who have
supported us with the ‘No Trolley
Bag’ policy by purchasing nice
neat backpacks for your chil-
dren’s school supplies.

As you can see from the picture,
trolley bags are too large for the
cubby holes & classrooms. They
are a trip hazard & dangerous
when dragged down the stairs.

If you are concerned about the
weight of your child’s school bag,
please sign up for a locker (a letter
will be sent home shortly). Thank
you.

L T
GEMS Westminster School

SHUARG AN

NO© Trolley Bags

SaAeay Peoldayy

Mﬁmwwmawmammmsmmuwu
school from the next academic year (2023-2024).

In Junior Section, itudent: will not be expected to carry heavy booln to and from ichool every day,
they will not need huge bags. Instead, the notebooks/ writing boolks will be hept in the school and the
home learning booki/ practice boolrs willl be rept at home to reduce the bags' weight.

Primary-Secondary students will be offered a Locher to store their books.




Whole School News
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Whole School News; Celebrating Onam!




Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

Welcome Back!!

Good morning, everyone!
Are you thrilled about
your new class?

= Absolutely, teacher! I've worn my new
uniform and have my brand new books,
They're all covered and clearly labelled,
I'm ready to learn!!

Starting your day a bit earlier helps in
being punctual. Ali, you seem calm and
ready to dive into today's lessons!

I'm delighted to have made some
new friends. I'll assist them in

‘ getting accustomed and inform

them about our school's rules.

That's heartwarming, Eric! Welcome back, students,
Let's unite and uphold our school's motto:
"Excellence Through Teamwork, Success For All"

reached school on time and it
feels so good. Punctuality has
always been a challenge for me,

[T T° I

Whole School News; Uniform
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WSS Superstar ‘A’ Level Toppers, June 2023 Series!

Ayesha Shahid Shahid Shamsher 2AT1A
Arshag Ahamed Mohamed Ashthag ZA*1A
Natiela Ashebir Alemu 1A*1A1E
Gatika Suneel Kumar 1A®1A1B
Arafa Amjad Ali Mir Amjad Ali 3A

Wiz are extremaly proed of our
succeisiul team of students,
parents, and staff, Academic
SUCCESS is nof a given; il
takes tremendous hard wark
and respansive, innovalive,
and sirabegic provision, B8
wall a3 warwark, Addsional
ragilipnoe was requined s e
adaphed o post-Covid bearning
and managed the educational
disruption that had been
caused. Throughaut it all, the
team remained commited i
acolloncs, was ambatious for
success, and gver focused
on developmaent. My hearty
congratulations so all?

WALERIE THOMPSOH (i
Frincipal /{CEQ Y

I appreciate the school and my teachers for helping me achieve my goals and

providing all the support | needed throughout the vear. From the beginning of my

journey, I had a dream that [ wanted to achieve, and so I had to work very hard to

reach this dream. I'd also like to thank my mom for supporting me and providing

the best environment to study at home. Time management and planning my studies
' beforehand has also helped me a lot this year,

Jana Hanv Ibrahim Awad Aboueid

there's life, there is hope.™

First praises to the almighty, myv parents, my teachers and finally myself They are
the key reasons that | am here saying this nght now, There were certain points in
my life where [ felt that nothing 15 going myv way and learming seemed one of the
hardest things to do in my dayv-to-day life. But then [ learned something very
important from nothing but a book named “brief answers to the big questions” by
Stephen Hawking. His one quote 15 stll stuck with me till this day even after I
graduated which goes by

"However bad life may seem, there 15 abways something vou can do, and succeed at. Whale

If vou have the right mindset and vour goals fixed, you can achieve anything with proper
determination, even the hardest organic chemistry problem!!!

Arshag Ahamed Mohamed Ashthag

My successful journey was to begin with, a gift from Allah SWT, and today, 1
can confidently say that | have succeeded in thas stage of my academic journey
because of his blessing upon me. I would be remiss if | don’t thank my teachers
who helped me on this path to brilhance by their reassurance, encouraging
parents as well as my two brothers who were my pillars, supporting me both
emotionally and educationally. They will always be the ones to elevate me
towards higher levels of success in the future,

Mayass Abdul Salam Al Shummari




WSS Superstar Champions!

GEMS Education
& Unifrog Awards
Champion AY23

UAE & Qatar

This certificate is presented to

GEMS LoESTMINGTER SCHOOL , SHARJAH

runner up for the Embracing New
Tools: Psychometric Testing Award

A/
/yj L,{_\.KL_,.,\ 29th August 2023
Alex Kelly ‘ Date
Director, Unifrog

unifrog SE% oolks

Congratulations to Secondary GC Ms. Anisha, who was
awarded a special certificate by Ms. Gwawr Tagg, Univer-
sity Partnerships Programme Director — GEMS for Life
and Ms. Josie Allison — International Area Manager —
Unifrog. This was for WSS being runner up in the rate of
Unifrog engagement. Unifrog is an extremely useful online
resource for students researching & planning their Higher
Education options.

F'a v}

Many thanks to our dedicated Amiri Guards who support us with the traffic
outside school every morning & afternoon for our children’s safety.

v




Environment & Recycling Superstar Champions!

Be an environmental recycling superstar—bring in your clean water bottles
to be recycled & do your part to help preserve our planet! Thank you

11



Whole School News; Week One, From 28/8/23!
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Junior Section News; Preparing to Welcome Your Children!

23-08-23
JS Induction & Orientation Meeting

Induction of the new joiners and orientation of FS1,
FS2, Y1 & Y2teachers and assistant teachers.

" PD on JS Positive
‘ Bgﬁhavioural
- Management

&

® bﬁ/ls..Shamail & Ms. Raghi




Junior Section News; Preparing to Welcome Your Children!




Junior Section News; Our First Week!

WELCOMING THE NEW JOINERS IN JUNIOR
SECTION WITH THEIR PARENTS

{'.’7’ 2 \_ Y ) /
glindVSS & & JA




Junior Section News; FS1!

Havmg Fun@West Play area g
V ‘\




Junior Section News; FS2!

| Qhan“ng i can‘ng.(FQQm with MsChristing and Ms Maria)

& '8

TR

PIC*COLLAGE

Dear s Shamail andt Ms Rahi,

Good afternoan! How are you? | hape you are doing well| cempleted my juior saction progress, now | entered the primary section. I would like to thank all my teachers: Ms Shai, Ms Tahira, Ms Ashika, Ms Sheema, Mr Jowie, Mr Dinaich, M Sara, Ms Geraldine, Ms Nadia,
s Ayt Vs Asma, Ms Mariam and &ll my junior section teachers who made me came across all the way through this incredible learning journey. | would asa fike to thank Ms Shamail and Ms Raghi forleting me have an opportunity to have an amazing experience of this
leadeship as a Head Boy. Pray for me to have a fabulous future, [ il always remarnher all my beloved teachers and | will never forget these momentous memories.

Have & nice day!

{Best wishes,

lazib AlHayat Y3H2

18



Junior Section News; Year 1!




Junior Section News; Year 2!

CLASS ACTIVITIES Y2S$S2

FS2DI enjoyed

creating log portrait




Junior Section News; Year 2!

na =
With Ms. Nikhat
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Junior Section News; Year 2!

Year 2 51

Welcome Meeting

WRH WELCOME TO NEW STUDENTS OF 0291 - WITH

Os. QARAAND 0. QATHEMN ¥ Bt

Recap in Y281 with
M. Sara and Ms. Catherin * B

It’s story time in Y2571
with Ms. Sara and
Ms. Catherin




Primary Section News; Welcome to the new Year!




Primary Section News; Y3 & Y4!

\‘ Healthy eating in Y3S1 w1th Ms Saranya

‘\\‘;

Lol BORA |}

Y4 H2 : How we enjoyed the first week with fun
illed learning actnvntlei‘
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 With Ms. Anju_|
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Primary Section News; Y5!

Y5F2 Interactive Learning with Ms Sameena to promote collaboration, critical thinking, and
active participation.

With Ms. Sameena

26




Primary Section News; Y5!

A Warm
Welcome from
Qur Vice
Principal

Mr. Suj

YSF2 Mr Arvie English Lesson displays Teamwork, communication, and the exchange of diverse perspectives.

Challenging students to apply their knowledge creatively

With Ms. Sameena

27




Secondary Section News; Welcoming New Joiners to WSS, 28/8/23!

YEAR 8BH1- DAY1 (WELCOMING NEW STUDENTS TO WSS)

Welcome to GEMS Westminster S
Sharjah  ( YS8BHI)

\\ \\v[ \\\“
\ l\

W

makﬂ ane
«‘nend

3 /’

Welcome to
GEMS Westminster School -
Sharjah
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Secondary Section News; Week 1, From 28/8/23!

203813

Choose any 3 words from this and
find synonyms

Uptimism
Perseveranc

Loving the new Sixth Form Uniform—so
distinguished & professional-looking!
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