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Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie
Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

Wishing our Emirati
families & team a very
happy Emirati Wom-
en’s Day this Friday &
to our families who
celebrate it, a very
happy Onam.

We are ready to wel-
come back our students to WSS from 31/8/26 (new
students) & 1/9/26 (returning students). We have
missed their smiles & positive energy! We hope that
you have had a restful, fun & happy summer shar-
ing quality time with friends & family, & that your
children are well-rested ready for a challenging &
learning-rich new Term. Learning is hard work, so
do please help your children to settle back into their
school healthy lifestyle routines

BBT Buses

Dear bus parents, please note that due to the
‘current situation’ that is out of our hands, BBT is
facing some unavoidable & sudden driver shortag-
es. Rest assured that this is a temporary situation
(possibly through September) & they are working
very hard to resolve route, timings & bus disrup-
tion as soon as possible. We regret any temporary
inconvenience & very much appreciate your pa-
tience. Thank you.
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pates for Yeour Diary,

Date

Details

Saturdays
from
22/8/26
through
September

The WSS Cashier & Registration Offices open
8am-1:30pm

Please clear Term 1 fees before proceeding to
collect Primary (Y3-Y6) books

Monday
31/8/26

8am-12pm. First Day of the new Academic Year
for New Joiners. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee
must be cleared before any child has a class
confirmed to join for the new academic year.
No T1 Payment Plans. Thank you.

Advance Fee Payment Discount deadline (with
FAB Credit Card)

OT drop-off by parents in the morning. Bus
service starts from afternoon drop-off for
booked & paid students

Tuesday
1/9/26

First Day of the new Academic Year for return-
ing students. Full T1 Fee & Assessment Fee
must be cleared before any child has the class
confirmed to join for the new academic year. No
T1 Payment Plans. Thank you.

Thurs.
1/10/26

2:30-4:30pm; Parent-Teacher Meet & Greet to
meet your child’s teachers

1/2 day for students who will finish at 12:30pm
on this day.
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Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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WSS Superstar Champions—°‘A’ Level Board Exam Toppers!

A-levels

Ms. Walerie Thompson
WSS Principal/CEQ

Congratulations to our AS and A Level students on your excellent results.
Your success is a testament to your resilience, determination, and hard work
in overcoming unprecedented challenges. We are immensely proud of your
achievements and the character you have demonsirated. Wishing you every
success as you embark on the next exciting chapter of your journey.

Alfred Franklin | Assistant Principal
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As Principal, 1 extend my heartfelt congratulations to our AS and A Level
students on their brilliant results. Your dedication, perseverance, and
commitment have been truly commendable. 1 also thank our staff for their
unwavering support, guidance, and hard work. Together, you have achieved
a milestone that makes our entire school community proud.

LEEN NAEL ABDEL LATIF SULEIMAN ZEINAH JAFAR MOHD SADEQ ODEH SALI OMAR BADRAN

YOUSEF MOUFID ABOU ALHOSON BHIPESH SUNEEL KUMAR
3

Huge congratulations to
these superstar students
each achieved three A*
Grades at ‘A’ Level!

Four are going on to Uni-
versity to study Medicine.
We wish them all every
continuing success.




WSS Superstar Champions—’A’ Level Board Exam Toppers!

A LEVEL TOPPERS

OF JUNE 2026 EXAMINATION
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<  “Success is the sum of small efforts, repeated day in and day out.”
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WSS Superstar Champions—A/S Board Exam Toppers!

AS LEVEL TOPPERS

OF JUNE 2026 EXAMINATION

Rising Stors Today, Tomorrow's Leaders - Shine On’!
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WSS Superstar Champions; Outstanding IGCSE Exam Results!

e 245
ter School

ENTRIES
ACHIEVING

GRADE 9-8 (A*)

43%

ENTRIES
ACHIEVING

Congratulations o our

GRADE 9-7 (A*-A)

64% || 68% 83%

ENTRIES ENTRIES ENTRIES
ACHIEVING ACHIEVING ACHIEVING

GRADE 9-6 (A*-B)| | GRADE 9-5 (A*.B) | | GRADE 9-4 (A*-C)
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WSS Superstar Champions; Toppers in IGCSE Board Exams!

Dear Mrs. Valerie,

Alhamdulillah, | am pleased to share that my daughter Fatima Nawaz (Y11 GD / ID: 3595) has received her IGCSE results. She has been a proud part of the WSS community since KG1(since 2013), and we are
absolutely thrilled with her achievements, she has received 4A*s,1A and 1B, along with all A* in the Ministry of Education subjects(Arabic, Islamic and Moral Education)

| want to extend my deepest gratitude to you and the entire school team for the continuous care, guidance, and support provided to Fatima throughout her journey here.
The dedication of her teachers has been instrumental in shaping her success, and we are truly thankful for everything the school has done for her over the years.

| am attaching her results along with this email.

Warm regards,

Mother of Fatima Nawaz

IGCSE TOPPERS- MAY JUNE 2026

ABUL KHAIR M MUSTAFA ALI YASSEN AHMED MOHAMED
ABUL KHAIR NAGUIB



WSS Superstar Champions; Toppers in IGCSE Board Exams!
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WSS Superstar Champions; Toppers in IGCSE Board Exams!

DANIYAH REHMAN SYEDA
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WSS News; Important Updates for Day 1 & Day 2!

Dayv 1;: Monday 31/8/26

Timings:
e Primary and Secondary : 8:00am to 12:00am
Juniors: 9:00am to 12:00am

Arrival Arrangements:

e Primary Girls, Secondary Girls and Juniors — Access from West lobby
Primary Boys and Secondary Boys — Access from East lobby

ID cards and parent lanyards:

e OT - Form teachers will handover the student Id and parent Id
BT — Must be collected from MPH after the induction

MPH (Auditorium):

e 8:00am to 8:30am — Reserved for Secondary induction
8:30am to 11:00am — BBT drivers and conductors will be available for the meet and greet and cards distribu-
tion.

Day 2 — Tuesday 1/9/26

Timings:
e Primary & Junior—7:15am to 2:05pm (regular timings)

Arrival Arrangements:
e Juniors : Students will go to the MPH at 7:00am

e Primary : They will wait in the East and West forecourts
Secondary : They will wait in the East and West forecourts

ID cards:

e OT - Form teachers will hand over the student Id
BT — They will receive the ID cards upon boarding the bus.

Book Distribution:

e Primary — Parent should visit the counter available in the East lobby (8:00am to 1:00pm) for the books. We
will not be handing over heavy book bags to students.

e Secondary Form tutor will distribute the book bags to students.
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WSS News; Important BBT BUS Updates!

1. For New BBT Bus Transport Registration:
The new registration deadline was 15th August. However the application Link is still active.

e Any parent who registered /is registering after 15 August will receive an auto email informing they
are on waiting list.

e BBT Service Delivery Executive will review the bus application based on seat availability and route
coverage.

o Please note that approval is subject to seat availability and route coverage, and placement on the
waiting list does not guarantee a seat on the school bus service.

2. First Day of School for New Joiners— 31* August 2026 (who booked the bus before 15/8/26)

e Transport service will not be available in the morning. Parents must drop their children at school.
e Parents are requested to meet bus drivers in the school auditorium to;

0 Collect Parent/Guardian ID cards
0
0

Confirm pickup/drop-off locations and timings

Request any required changes immediately
Afternoon transport (school to home) will be available on the same day.

W

. ID Cards (Critical for entering school)

New Student ID Cards will be distributed by the class teacher on 31* August 2026.

Existing Bus students will receive their ID cards on Tuesday 1/9/26 when they first board the bus or

from the Class Teacher

e Guardian ID Cards: new parents using BBT Bus

transport will receive Guardian ID cards directly
when they meet the driver in school on the first , BUS STUDENT NO'"CE

day. 2 )

e Guardian ID cards for new OT students will be is- '

sued by the class teacher. -------- GEMS Westminster School, Sharjah

o Existing Guardian ID cards are already issued. If (Q
any parents needs a new/ additional/updated ID (O 12:20 PM— Student Dispersal
card, the charges will be applicable for the new B A5350N - Pus Doors Close
card AED 10/-, add with an additional AED 10/- for B T e
a yellow lanyard and pouch (available at the school N e W“w
fee counter). P8¢ Regular Dispersal 3

o ID cards will be printed once the T1 fees have been © 2:05 PM - Student Dispersal

cleared & the child has been allocated a Class [ 2:20 PM - Bus Doors Close

L) 2:25 PM - Dispersal Drill

4. General Information

-
o BBT will share the bus number and driver’s con- € 15t - Verbal warning
tact number with all BBT parents and keep them &, 2nd-Parent call
informed of any further changes, if applicable. © 3rd - No boarding + Parent pickup + Warning letter
« Please note that timings & routes are flexible & W0 200 Hobshrdh+ Pus phdup + iy pendi
may need to be adjusted from time-to-time, accord- b Moboming Paret w2 Qe
ing to traffic issues & student route registration.
o Safety is a priority—please reinforce the im- . —
portance to your children of sitting safely & quietly Bus leaves on time for safety g
on the bus with their seat belt on whenever the bus safs Timely, Smart @

is moving.

STS Group
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WSS News; BBT BUS Updates!

On 25/8/26 WSS received an inspection visit of the BBT buses by SPEA, Sharjah Police & Tazjeel. Safe-
ty features, CCTV & other important safety issues were discussed in readiness for re-opening next
week. We thank the Authorities for their commitment to student safety & quality transport provision.

WSS News; Independent Exit With Purple Lanyard!

Parents of Own Transport Children please note:

e If you want your Secondary children to exit school independently (without adult pick-up) at the end
of the school day, you must sign a form & get a PURPLE lanyard from the BBT office.

o Approval of Independent Exit with the form must be done by parents each academic year.

e If you have already submitted the Independent Exit request by survey (done in June) we will give
your child a PURPLE Lanyard with their new ID card .
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WSS News; Your SLT Welcomes You Back!

The WSS Vision is
‘Excellence Through
Teamwork, Success For
All’. Our WSS family team
consists of  Students-
Parents-School, & each
has a specific role & re-
sponsibilities to ensure that
our children are safe, hap-
py & successful. These are
published in the WSS Par-
ent Handbook & Home-
School Contract. Please be
familiar with them to en-
sure that you are a posi-
tive, proactive & effective
member of your child’s
team.

Parents are welcome to
contact us in case of any
query, concern or to cele-
brate success.

Collection Time
Date

Monday, 17 August to Thursday, 20 August 8:30 AMto 1:00 PM
Saturday, 22 August 8:30 AMto 1:00 PM
Monday, 24 August to Thursday, 27 August 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM
Saturday, 29 August 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Important Information:
# Parents are kindly requested to collect the books during the designated collection timings.
* New parents must complete the admission process before collecting the books.
» Please note that book collection will only be possible once Term 1 fees have been fully cleared.

We encourage parents to collect the books within the scheduled dates and timings to ensure students are fully prepared for the start of the academic year.

Thank you for your continued cooperation and support.
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WSS News; Annual SLICES Meal Plan (For Y2-13)!

\

slices

Fuel Their School Day with
Healthy & Delicious Meals!

Subscribe to the Slices
Meal Plan Today

Nutritious, balanced meals prepared fresh
every day to keep your child energised,
focused and ready to learn.

Why Parents Choose Slices
@ Freshly prepared every day
@ Well-balanced meals designed by nutrition experts
@ Wholesome ingredients to support healthy growth
@ Convenient and hassle-free school meals

@ Delicious variety your child will enjoy

Serving 46 schools, 20,000 healthy meals everyday.

Early bird discount has been extended to Friday, 28th August

14




WSS News; Annual Meal Plan Subscribers (For Y2-13)!

slices

WIN AN
APPLE MACBOOK ¢ S
WITH SLICES!

@Y THE GOLDEN SLICE

\ FIND THE GOLD. WIN THE PRIZE.

A new Slices experience for

Annual Meal Plan subscribers
in Academic Year 2026-2027

MONTHLY THE ANNUAL
GOLDEN HUNTS GOLDEN TICKET HUNT

Shortlisted students will come together for a
special final hunt at a participating GEMS school.

Every month,
4 lucky students
across participating

GEMS school

win exc;cin;o = One lucky student will find the
Educational & &y Golden Ticket and '
Activity Prizes. WIN AN APPLE MACBOOK!
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WSS News; Advance Fee Payment Discount with FAB!
GEMS

EDUCATION

—— IMPORTANT UPDATE ——

ADVANCE TUITION
FEE DISCOUNT

Take advantage oif the offer Gems
by the new deadline » EDUCATION

&

WSS News; Approved Uniform!

With the new academic year approaching, we know that many of you will have already started your
back-to-school shopping, including purchasing school uniforms.

As you prepare, we would like to remind you that Threads is the authorised uniform partner for GEMS
schools. To ensure the required standards of quality, safety and durability, uniforms should be pur-
chased only through Threads and the official channels communicated by your school.

Uniforms purchased from non-authorised suppliers are not official GEMS uniform and have not been
tested or approved against our required quality, safety and chemical standards. Concerns have also
been reported regarding fading and shrinkage.

Please note that GEMS and Threads cannot accept exchanges, provide refunds or address quality con-
cerns relating to uniforms purchased from other suppliers. Any such concerns must be raised directly
with the original retailer.

Thank you for your cooperation and we look forward to welcoming you and your children back for the
new academic year.
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WSS News; Uniform!

The New School Year
Is Almost Here

Uniforms. essantials and more =
your back-to-school destination

L T T T T T e - T Y

GEMS Westminster School

SHLA LA

fs the countdown to the new school year soon begins. we're looking forward to welcoming bath new and
returning Tamilies o Thresds

Whather youre prepanng lor your child's very Tirst day of returming far anather exciling Year our [am is

hgrg to help make getting ready for school a5 simple and stress-free as possible, We can® wait to
wiElcome you into our Stores and comemianity

Read on 1o discover whal's new for this back-to-school season, from easier ways to shop Lo exciting
Fevwdd ds and Comemianty ifelibines

THE THREADS APP IS NOW LIVE!

BOOK YOUR UNIFORM APPOINTMENT TODAY 0 Ot A N
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(@ mumzworld

Ordesr your uniform on Mumreorid
with mext-day dedivisry & free saty returng

Use code: MWT to gt 15% off school essent
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WSS News; Uniform!

Plant a tree with your back-to-school purchase @ evertreen

&) oveortreon

One Tree Per F aomly | Supporting & Gresener Fetare | Viait Our Tree Gifting Station - All Stores

SCHOOL UNIFORMS ARE AVAILABLE HERE

° Location : BurJuman Mall - Dubai
Sharjah Central Mall - Sharjah
Appointment Booking Mandatory
THREADS Open now!

STORES Parents can visst our Magship Threads store. where the full collection

of uniforms. acoossories. and additionad services are avarlable

Introducing Westminster School Bags

Spend
& Geta
Official School Backpack

Available from 15" Aug 2026

Your Dack-to-school statwonery destination

Find all your school stationery essentials
comveniently undar omne roof

Weo can also support schools and corpor ates with
stationery solutons and bullk supyly
roguirarmoants

THE TAILORING STUDIO
Premium Tailloring for Children & Adults

introducang the Threads Talormng Stude (tor
S vites deugned for madern famulie
Y4 N
Wit talorng
Sloarer alterotons
Undformm adjustment

Bespohe NHT1ings

r aftsmanship o

ORDER ONLINE

- .

. *

!
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WSS News; Uniform!

- 5 BACKPACK
GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOLS

Ergonomic Wide Shoulder Straps
Designed to distribute weight
evenly, reducing shoulder strain
and improving comfort during
extended use.

EDUCATION

USB char¥jing port

School logo

GEMS Branding on strap
ID Card Holder

Threads Branding

Padded Back Panel (Air Mesh Cushioning)
Provides ventilation and reduces sweating
during long wear.
Multiple Compartments
Organized storage for books,
personal items

NEW  Introducing Westminster
School Bags

Spend & Get a
Official School Backpack

Available from 15™ Aug 2026.

=] FOLLOW US FOR THE LATEST
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES @soo«msmumos) @ support@threadsme.com @m.mmdsme.m
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

EEG EMIRATES ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP

alucllodlJocdcgoan
EMIRATES ENVIRONMENTAL

./:a a.g. a 0& ;45 5 . aa
GEMS Westminster School - Sharjah

In recognition of volunteering 53 hours,
collecting 1,315 kg of paper waste, and securing 1 tree.

As part of the
“Recycle. Reforest. Repeat” Project
17.06 26 — 26.07 26

Ll

75, T e
Dr. Habiba Al Mar’a

o-Founder & Chairperson

Huge thanks & congratulations to Ms. Indira, Mr. Davis & the enthusiastic & proactive WSS environmental group for their
important sustainability & recycling efforts. We look forward to continuing commitment to sustainability in the coming aca-
demic year.
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WSS News; GEMS Family First Recipe Book!

FAMILY FIRS T

\

Congratulations to Zidan Reda Elsayed, who had his family’s
recipe for Bamia with Rice published in the GEMS Family
First Recipe Book 2025-2026 (see p65-66).

RECIPE NAME:

Bamia

* Tomato juice
* 1 tablespoon tomato paste
* Okra (fresh or frozen - 400 g
* Salt
* Pepper
* Garlie

Preparation:

"”m-'m

’.“odnoomvdw.'.'o o)

.mmn(ovd\n-l

E - m.‘“'ﬂ'
.m”.mmmw- -— o -
with Rice e
~~“
OM"”“."-M
o ASE T 1OMSE0 e
Ingredients: A
.mnu‘lm
« ASA the Chra and mest
4 For the rnce with vermicell « Add & Wt DR Of mest ouD
g * 1and /2 cups Egyption rice « AGQ Qarkc and sait
* U4 cup vermicell
* Water
« Sot
For the okra
e On
* Onion




WSS News; GEMS Family First Poetry Anthology!

Congratulations to Aleena Khan (YSH2) (p35)
& Tiffany Aimee(Y8GS) (p76) who were both
published in the GEMS Family First Poetry
Anthology ‘Through The Lens of My Family
Home’.
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WSS News; Family First Summer Fun!

23



WSS News; Family First Summer Fun!
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WSS Superstar TEDEX Champions!

| us Real
Where perspectives collide and realities shift.
Step into the unknown.

Find the talks from our event uploaded on the official TEDx
YouTube channel below!

Scan the QR code to view »

o
«

¥ 47

25

Congratulations to Arjun Sujeev &

our dynamic & proactive student
TEDEX team, who have got four
TEDEX videos published!

Scan the QR code to take a look on
YouTube!

/

Dear Ms Valerie,

Thank you for your support from the very beginning of this
initiative. Without your faith in us, this event may have

remained just another idea written off before it had the
chance to become something real.

Thank you for enabling and empowering us 1o find our voices
communicate with the world, and create a platform where

“ijdeas could be shared and heard.

; E'Thank you for believing in us, and for reminding us that
" “ometimes, ideas change everything.

With gratitude, ;
The TEDXGEMS Westminster School Sharjah Tean®




WSS Superstar Teaching Champions, 2025-2026!

WSS Learning Coach Ms. Chris-
tine awarded Teacher prizes to
our superstar teachers during
our first training session on
24/8/26. Congratulations!




Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions, 2025-2026!




WSS Superstar Champions!

Dear Ms. Ayesha,

| wanted to thank you for your exceptional guidance and support, which has been instrumental in Amana’s outstanding A level results. Your dedication and encouragement have made a lasting difference, and
we are sincerely grateful for your positive influence.

Regards,

Syed Faraz Ali Shah Bukhari

Dear Mrs Valerie,

I'would like to express my sincere appreciation for your outstanding leadership and dedication to every detail in the school throughout this year.

Your commitment to creating a positive, supportive, and inspiring learning environment has made a meaningful difference in the lives of students and families. Your hard work, vision, and care are reflected in
the school's achievements and in the confidence and happiness of the children.

Thank you for your continuous efforts to ensure that every student receives the best possible education and opportunities to grow both academically and personally. Your passion and dedication are truly
appreciated.

Wishing you continued success and happiness as you lead the school community. | hope you have a great vacation filled with love and happiness ahead .
With gratitude and respect,

Dr Mai Badre EL Dein

Dear WSS team,

I'm pleased to share that my daughter Fatima Zahra (Y11GD/ 11640) has received her IGCSE results. She has received 4A* and 2A. Alhamdolillah :)

| would like to sincerely thank you all for your guidance, encouragement, and support throughout her journey in WSS.

We truly appreciate the hard work and dedication of all her teachers and the school. Your efforts have played an important part in her achievement, and we are very grateful,
| am attaching her result.

Regards

Sidrah Aijaz

Dear Miss Keerthy,
| hope you are doing well.
As a new parent at GEMS Westminster School, | wanted to take a moment to express my heartfelt gratitude for everything you have done for Suleiman during this past year.

Among all the teachers we have met, you are truly exceptional. From the very beginning, you have supported us at every step, always responding to emails promptly and guiding us whenever we needed help. Your
kindness, patience, and dedication have made a world of difference.

Because of your care and encouragement, Suleiman never felt like he was a new student. You helped him settle into his class, adjust to a new environment, and feel comfortable and confident. This smooth
transition was only possible because of your genuine commitment to your students.

You are truly a gem of GEMS Westminster School. Your punctuality, professionalism, and unwavering support are qualities that every parent deeply appreciates. We are incredibly grateful to have had you as
Suleiman's teacher.

Thank you so much for all your hard work, care, and encouragement throughout the year. Your efforts have had a lasting impact on Suleiman, and we will always remember your kindness.
With sincere appreciation,

Arshia Asad
Parent of Suleiman
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WSS News; Staff Continuing Professional Development (CPD)!

All our teachers joined back on Monday 24/8/26, fresh & ready for the
learning adventure ahead.. Our dedicated Learning Coach Ms. Christine
started off Induction Week with a refresh of our TLAG principles & how
to add additional creativity into lessons.

Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility & our number
one priority.

All our staff must take the
Level 1 Safeguarding train-
ing delivered in-person by
our Head of Inclusion & Des-
ignated Safeguarding Lead
Ms. Rema, & also an online
GEMS-U course.




WSS News; Staff Continuing Professional Development (CPD)!

On 25/8/26 staff attended the compulsory Health & Safety training led by our dynamic Manager School Operations (MSO)
Ms. Sera. We will be holding Fire, Lockdown & Shelter In place drills throughout the year to promote readiness for appro-
priate emergency response.

B A GEM (BAG) training session led by Deputy Head of Juniors Ms. Raghi. Our whole school BAG framework promotes
character development through respect, leadership & positive values.

CPD session on Differentiation (how to
personalise learning) led by Junior Sec-
tion leaders Ms. Mariam, Ms. Kishwar
& Ms. Aneezah. Right; Risk Assessment
CPD led by GEMS Corporate HSE Lead

Mr. Khaled on 26/8/26.




WSS News; Staff Continuing Professional Development (CPD)!




Mr. Sunny Varkey

Chairman & Founder
GEMS Education

On 26/8/26 The Princi-
pal Ms. Valerie, Learn-
ing Coach Ms. Christine
& all new joining teach-
ers attended the special
annual ‘GEMS Aware-
ness Day’, where we
were  addressed by
GEMS Chairman Mr.
Sunny Varkey, the CEO
Mr. Dino Varkey & oth-
er  dignitaries.  The
theme was  ‘Family
First’, aligned to GEMS
vision to put a quality
education within the
reach of all learners
through the GEMS core
values of ‘Care’, ‘One
Team’, ‘Excellence’ &
‘Always Learning’.

Celebrating a Happy Emirati Wom-
en’s Day, at WSS on 27/8/26




WSS News; Happy Onam!

33



