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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #2 

 1st September, 2022 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Welcome Back to WSS for 2022-
2023! 
We hope that you & your chil-
dren enjoyed some happy, fun, 
quality family time over the 
summer break, & that our stu-

dents are now rested & refreshed ready for a busy 
Term 1 full of learning adventures, hard work & ac-
tivities!  To keep yourself up-to-date, please check 
through our weekly Newsletter for ongoing im-
portant guidance, news & deadlines. Thank you. 
 
Book Sales 
Thank you so much for your patience as we manage 
book sales & late supply. For your convenience, the 
school will be open this Friday & Saturday, 8am-1pm 
for Fee Payment & Book Sales (only). Please note 
that MOE book purchase is compulsory. Thanks. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
29/8/22 
 

• Please note that T1 Fees need to be cleared in full be-
fore any student joins.  There are no T1 Payment 
Plans. 

• It takes one working day for  a child’s name to appear 
on the Classlist for the Teacher to accept the child into 
class. Therefore, to avoid delays of admission into 
class, we recommend that T1 fees are paid in advance. 

Mon. 29th 
August (new 
students) 

• First day of new Academic Year  2022-2023 for new 
students. 

• All Students over age 12 must bring (or email to Class 
Teacher in advance) a 96-hour valid negative PCR 
Report 

• Timings 8am-12pm 

 
Tuesday 30th 
August 
(returning 
students) 

• First day of new Academic Year  2022-2023 for Re-
turning students. 

• All Students over age 12 must bring (or email to Class 
Teacher in advance) a 96-hour valid negative PCR 
Report 

• Timings for FS1-Y1; 7:30am-1:15pm 

• Timings for all Y2-Y13 students; 7:30am-3:10pm 
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WSS Board Examination Superstar Champions! 

Below please find some of our Board Examination WOW! stories from the summer of 2022!  More details will follow shortly. 

165% increase in the number of entries from 
2019 

In 2019, 123 entries were recorded in AL; in 2022, 203 entries 
were made. 

10% increase in overall attainment (A*-B) 
compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 33% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 43% students 
scored A*-B overall. 

100% increase in Science attainment (A* - B) 
compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 23% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 46% students 
scored A*-B in Sciences. 

More than 100% increase in Mathematics at-
tainment (A*-B) when compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 24% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 61% students 
scored A*-B in Mathematics. 

50% increase in Economics  (A*-B) 

14% increase in Business studies in (A*-B) at-
tainment when compared to 2019. 

In 2019, 50 % students scored A*-B; in 2022, 100 % students 
scored A*-B in Economics. 

In 2019, 40% students scored A*-B; in 2022, 54 % students 
scored A*-B in Business studies. 

Headlines IGCSE Results, 2022 

 

Computer Studies 78% scored A* - B 

English as a First Language 73% scored A* - B 

English as a Second Language 72% scored A* - B 

Arabic as a First Language 70% scored A* - B 

All Sciences 56% scored A* - B 

Headlines A Level Results, 2022 
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Whole School News; ‘Care to Share’! 
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Whole School News; Useful Parent Handbook! 

Find our useful Parent 

Handbook through this QR 

code.  Check-out school poli-

cies & procedures to be fa-

miliar & comfortable with 

our system. 

p2 
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Whole School News; Useful Parent Handbook! 

p4 

p18 
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Whole School News; Useful Parent Handbook! 

p22 

p48 
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Whole School News 

WSS is working on being a 
sustainable, environmentally 
responsible school! We have 
a tradition of recycling, so 
please continue to bring in 
your clean water bottles & 
outdated IT Devices for recy-
cling. 

Booksales 
 
Parents, kindly note that the 
following times will be as-
signed to our students to visit 
the Book Store. Parents are 
requested to avoid these times, 
thank you: 
 

10:15am to 10:44am 
12:15pm to 12:44pm 

We are very honoured & grateful to receive the regular support of Emiri Guards, who have been assigned to WSS to help 
keep the roads & parking around school safe for our children, as well as help students cross the road safely. We thank them 
for their important help, & request parent cooperation with them. Thank you. 

Welcome back to our Recycling, 

Environmental Champion Super-

stars!! 

Let’s keep recycling our bottles! 
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Parents showing the Al Hosn Green 
Pass. Thank you! 

Whole School News;  Welcome back to School! 

Super smart 
in perfect 
school uni-
form! 

It was lovely to see so many smiling faces 
& families returning together  to WSS to 
share in their children’s first day! 
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Whole School News;  Welcome back to School! 
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Whole School News;  Welcome back to School! 
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Whole School News;  Welcome back to School! 
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Whole School News;  Welcome back to School! 

Welcome to Mr. Suj, our new WSS 
Vice Principal 
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Whole School News;  Welcome to WSS! 

We are committed to ongoing teacher training to raise the professional and academic levels of our team.  We thank Mr. 
Alaaeldin, our Arabic Learning Coach, for his support & commitment in raising standards of teaching and learning across-
MOE subject Teachers. A huge ‘Thank you’ to Ms. Rana Nazzal (SPEA Development Advisor), for  accepting our invitation 
to conduct a special workshop under the title ‘Inspection Expectations for the New Academic Year’,  which was held at GCS 
School on 25/8/22 for all our MOE subject  teachers.  
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Whole School News; WSS’ 10th Birthday, October 2022! 

WSS’ 10th Birthday, October 2022 
 
We are very excited to share that it is WSS’ Birthday in October this year. To celebrate, we will be arranging some fun ac-
tivities throughout the first Term, & creating a WSS 10th Birthday Book. 
 
If you were a founding family in 2012, we invite you to share pictures & messages/articles for publication in our Newsletter 
& Birthday Book. Please send your Birthday Book material to the PRE Ms. Aiysha, aiysha.k_wss@gemsedu.com We look 
forward to hearing from you. Thank you. 

Whole School News; OT Pick-up Times 

Parent Pick-up Timings for Own Transport Students,  
From 30th August, 2022 

Year Group Pick-up Time 

FS1, FS2 and Y1 1:15 PM 

Y2 3:00 PM 

Y3, Y4 & Y6 3:05 PM 

Y5 2:55 PM 

Y7 to Y13 Girls 3:10 PM 

Y7 to Y13 Boys 3:10 PM 

Whole School News; Staff Training (CPD)! 
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Whole School News; Join the PPP! 
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Whole School News; WSS’ Positive Parent Partners! 
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Whole School News; Parent Induction Sessions! 

All our new staff were invited to the GEMS Awareness Day, the 
Atlantis, the Palm, on 25/8/22 for a welcome note from our 
Founder & Chairman Mr. Sunny Varkey and a briefing about 
the GEMS Vision of educational opportunity for all students. 

Y5 & Y6 Parent & student Induction Session, 25/8/22 

Welcome back activities 
for Wellbeing with Ms. 
Susweta in Y4F1 
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Whole School News; Slices Canteen for Y3-13! 

We are happy to share that our canteen, run by Slices, is now open for 
Years 3-13 (Junior children need to bring lunch & snack as usual).  
Please see below details of the cashless payment system that is most rec-
ommended. 
 
To support health & convenience, we recommend that children still 
brings a full, recyclable water bottle to school daily. Losing learning time 
through trips to the canteen mid-lesson will not be allowed. 
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Whole School News; Slices Canteen for Y3-13! 

Whole School News; MOH Vaccination Programme! 
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Whole School News; School Fees 
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays! 
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Whole School News; Superstar Champions!! 

   

Well done to superstar students N. Hirushnitha, Aadam Naji and Muham-
mad  Zayyan (Y3D1) for their good use of their imagination in their English crea-
tive writing activity. 

Thank you Ms. Ringamphi for giving the students the opportunity to express them-
selves so well in writing. 
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Junior Section News; Week 1, from 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Uzma 

With Ms. Uzma 

With Ms. Maria 
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Junior Section News; Week 1, from 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Maria 

With Ms. Nikhat 
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Junior Section News; Week 1, from 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Christine 
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Junior Section News; Week 1, from 29/8/22! 
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Junior Section News; Week 1, from 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Beena 

We use our ears for listening! 
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Primary Section News; Week 1, from 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Susweta 

Hala & Mustafa (Y4F3) translated the special 
message for their class that SPEA had asked 
schools to share with all students from the coun-
try’s leadership. The message related to achieve-
ment through hard work! 
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Junior Section News; Day 1, 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Sadiqa 
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Primary Section News; Week 1, from 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Tincy 
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Primary Section News; Day 1, 29/8/22! 

With Ms. Anju  

Y5D2 with Ms. Anjukrishna 
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Secondary Section News; Day 1, 29/8/22! 

Welcome & Induction on 29/8/22 with Mr. Franklin & Ms. Sreeja, Secondary SLT (Assistant Principals, Secondary).  
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Secondary Section News; Day 1, 29/8/22! 
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As part of our Careers Counseling programme to help prepare our students for their future in the work place, WSS hosted 
guest speakers on 1/9/22 to update our Sixth Form about ‘GEMS for Life’, alumni opportunities, scholarships and internship 
programmes. 

Secondary Section News; GEMS For Life! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 
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Secondary Section News; Y13 Graduation, 22/6/22! 


