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Chm\g/h@ lives ﬂwqg/; education

GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH

Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

¥#'F4 Thank you for a Successful PTM
A huge thanks to most of our par-
ents who joined us for F2F PTM on 19/1/23. It was
such a pleasure to welcome you back into school & to
share your child’s progress, achievement & next
steps as a positive team. If you were unable to make

PTM, do please feel free to contact the Teacher of

ORE so that we can arrange another meeting for you.
Working in partnership is critical for your child’s
success!

FS1 practicing pouring skills to improve their fine
muscle motor control.

¢ . Newsletter Issue #19 ﬁ i :‘:,;’E
“SCHOOL
26th January, 2023  [EDUCATION
Date Details
Eri)day 17th |e  Re-enrollment for September 2023 opens.
eoruary e  Re-enrollment for Sept. 2023 may only be completed
once full T2 fees have been cleared.

e Deadline to click re-enroll online with intentions
is Friday 17th February (re-enrollment fee pay-
ment not required until 10/4/23)

K[O‘fi 10th e Deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is Monday
pr 10th _April (please ignore any other system-
generated letter dates, & apologies for any confusion)

e  Un-booked & unpaid seats beyond the given deadline
would be given to the Waiting List. Seats are limited,
so to avoid stress & disappointment, do please com-
plete re-enrollment & re-enrollment payment by the
given deadlines.

Wed. 15th & e  Mid-Term Break (2 days)
Thurs. 16th

Feb.

27‘:/32%3 to e  Spring Break (2 weeks)

e  Term 3 starts on Monday 10/4/23. T3 fees due, thank
you.

e  Re-enrollment fee payment deadline to reserve seats
for Sept. 2023. After this deadline, unpaid seats would
be given to the Waiting List.

17/4/23 e T3 Mid-Term Break (1 day)
29/6/23 e  Official last day of the academic year.

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts
you can give your child are
a and the

that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey

Whole School News

Newsletter Contents

Find our updated Parent Hand-
book through this QR code.
Check-out school policies & pro-
cedures to be familiar & com-
fortable with our system.
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eral notices
4-5 Whole School News e WSS Acronyms FYI
S e PPP-VP SEF Meeting
6-7 e WSS Inter-School Quran & Had-
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28 ® Y6 Buddy teaching in Y3
e Primary Class Champions
29 Primary Section News e Assembly Time with Y6GH;
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30 e  Assembly Time with Y4H2;
Equality
3 ° Magic Maths; Y6-Y3 Peer Men-
toring
e  Primary Learning Activities
32 Secondary Section News e Y10 Leadership; Positive Learning]
Environment Presentations
33 e Y10-13 Careers Fair, 23/1/23
34 ° Teambuilding in KS3 to Reduce
Bullying; Wacky Wednesdays!
3536 e  Thoughtful Thursdays; Wellbeing

Initiative




Whole School News; WSS Acronyms

See pqg.g of
[ i our Pa,
WSS Acronvms ent
A andpgq,
Meaming
A |+ ALC=Armabic Leaming Coach (for Arabic, Islamic APT, APP, APS = Assistant Primerpal
Studies & Social Studies for Arzbs Teams) Junzor Primary/Secondary
«  AMSF = Assistant Manager School Facihfies ASF = After School Programme {Actwvifies, Intervention
Programme, sporting feams, competifions)
B * BASE =aRecephon Baseline Assezsment
C |+ CAT4=Cogmtve Abihities Test CPD = Continming Professional Development (or PDN)
¢ [NL = Clazs Newsletter (publizhed Temmlv) CV = GEMS 4 Core Values (Global Cifizenzhip, Growmg
¢ (Conf = Conference room (Fm) by Leaming, Pursming Excellance, Leading Through
*  Coord = Coordinator Innovation)
[ |+ DHoP = Deputy Head of Primary DF = Development Plan
# DOJ = Date of Joimng D5L = Desnignated Safeguarding Lead (1e. Head of Inclusion
& Pnncipal)
E |+ EID=Emirates Identity Card ENC = English Nahonal Comeulum (*Brtsh’ Cumcnlom)
# FELL =Englich Language Learners
¢  FOH = Froot of House (Feceptiomsts, PRE,
Fezistration Team)
& |* GC=0GCumdance Counselor {Inclusion, careers, Ahimmi, GEMS = Global Education Management Systems {our
counseling, IEPs) parent company)
« U0 = GEMS Corporate Office G&T = (afted & Talented
GEE = Government Felatons Executive (Arabic Secretarv)
H |+ HB =5taff Handbook Hol = Head of Inclusion {(was SENDCO)
¢« HI =Home-learming (formerly HW) HOD + Head of HE = Human Resources
Department (secondary subject leader) H&S = Health & Safety
I « [CTOT = Information, Commumeaton Technology IGCSE = Intermatonal General Cerhficate of Smdies mm
{computer studies) Education
# [BP = Individual Behaviour Plan (for ongomg IR = Incident Report
behaviour concerns) IRV — Improvement Feview Visit (SPEA)
+ [EP = Indrvidual Educatnon Plan (for Wave 1-3 SofD
SEND students)
J * JD} = Job Description
E | =
L |+ LC=LeammgCoach L5A = Learming Support Assistant (for Wave 3 SofD
* LF( =Leammg Focus Question (WALT) students)
# LM =Line Manager {TL, LC, HOD, Supervisor, SLT) LW =Leaming Walk
¢ L0 =Lesson Observation LWD = Last Working Day (in school)
M|+ MC=MAECOM, Marketing Coordmator MOE = Mmistry of Education
« MNIT=DMkiddle Leadership Team (Phase Leaders, M5S0 = Manager School Operations (Admin Officer)
Coordinators, HOD, TL) Mig. = Mesting
M |+ ND=2MNational Day (UAE celebration) NL5 = National Literacy Strategy (UK NC)
¢ NI = Newsletter {for Parents) NNS = National Numeracy Strategy (UK NC)
O .
P P = Pnncipal PPT = Powerpoint presentation (or ppt)

PASS = Performance Assessment of Self-care Skills
PE = Phvsical Education

FISA = Programme for International Student
Assessment

PEE = Parents Relations Executive

PET = Parents Eelanons team (FOH:; PEE, Eemstrar,
Feceptiomst, Admizsions Secretary)

PTh = Parent-Teacher Meeting

QAT = Quality Azsurance Team




Whole School News; WSS Acronyms

E |* Em=room .
! # SAR = Somal Academic Report # 51T = Semor Leadership Team (P, VP, AP, LC, Deputy
# S0P = School Development Plan Heads of Section, M50
¢ SFF = Saelf Exvaluation Form ¢  5ofl) = Students of Determination (SEND}
# SEMND = Special Educational Meeds & Dhsabilifies * S5PEA = Sharjah Private Education Authonty {our MOE)
(Students of Determinaton) ¢ 550 = Schools” Support Centre (GEMS Corporate Office)
¢« SENDCO = Special Educational Meeds & Dhsabilifies ¢  5t=student's
Coordinator (now called Hol)
T |* TA=Teachmg Assistant ¢ Tr.=Teachers
¢+ TBC =To be confimed ¢ Tchg = Teachmg
¢  TIMSS = Trends m International Maths & Science
Stady
U . .
YV | * VP=Vice Puncipal *
Wl WALT =We are learmung to... (the learming objectrve) | # WILF = What [ am lookmg for (What the st has to produce;
# WEB = Weekly Bulletin {staff notices, information, the learming outcome)
diary dates) * WL =Wamng Letter
¢ W55 = GEMS Westmmster School, Sharjah
b4 . .
% | * TIL=TYear Group Team Leader (was GTL) *
z . .

Whole School News; Positive Parent Partners (PPP)-VP SEF Session, 23/1/23!

Many thanks ot our wonderfully supportive PPP team, who met with the VP on 23/1/23 to review & unpick our school Self
Evaluation Form (SEF) to support parent engagement in & contribution to school development.




Whole School News; WSS Inter-School Quran & Hadith Competition, 26/1/23!

WSS hosted our annual Inter-school

Quran & Hadith Competition on

26/1/23. Despite the inclement

weather, 14 UAE schools participat-

ed—our biggest competition ever!

Respected Auqaf guests were our
¥ | VIP Judges.




Whole School News; WSS Inter-School Quran & Hadith Competition, 26/1/23!




WSS Environmental Recycling Superstar Champions!




Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

Hi mum, how was the parent-
teacher meeting?
| hope my teacher discussed to
you my progress and areas of
improvement in studies.

Hello my lovely daughter!
| met your teacher during
the PTM and we talked
about your progress in aca-
demics and behaviour.
| am happy to hear that you
really did a great job in
Term 1.

Is there any concerns
that my teacher said to
you for my improvement
in any aspects of life? )

She told me that you need to
strengthen your leadership.

You should develop your re-
lationship with others
through getting along with
your peers and classmates.
You can do it my dear!

As a parent and a partner of
your teacher, we are here to
support your studies and
wellbeing.

| am so happy that you support my
teacher, mum. | got points in a class
dojo because you have been so sup-
portive in all school activities as a
positive parent partner.

As a positive parent partner, it is
my responsibility to involve myself & v
in school activities whenever your
teacher or management needs my

services. | am happy to serve!

4 Thanks to WSS for establishing the
harmonious relationship between >
students, parents, teachers and
administrators.

| SUSTAINABILITY

Amazing Karim!! You have

Good Morning Ms Amy, shown an example of
| have recycled a waste sustainability using a

cardhoard box and recyclable resource,
made a skeletal system,

LB

Ms. Amy, | always switch off the
lights and the AC in classroom
when we are are away.

I do my hit to conserve energy.

I did my bit too! | took part in the

to help in keeping our
environment neat and clean,

|
clean up and plantation campaign i Wonderful | am pleased to see

you participate in activities
focusing on sustainability
which will make our planeta |
better place to live in. Keep up
the good work,




WSS Junior Section Wellbeing Superstar Champions!
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Well being champions of
Y2F2 ~ with Ms. Raquel
and Ms. Catherin -

First, | would like to thank Ms. Shamail and Ms. Raghi for their continuous guidance and support to the teachers in Junior.

Second, | want mention that | am as a parent so Lucky with Saif's teachers

So | find it good opportunity to thank all of them so

My thanks and appreciation to Ms. Shehwar for her support to my son, as | noticed a great development in his academic level in reading,
writing English and mathematics, as well as in his personality through the opportunities provided by her to express himself. All thanks and
appreciation to the virtuous teacher.

Thanks and appreciation to the Ms. Saida for her efforts in helping him develop his Arabic language, as | am satisfied. All satisfaction with
Saif's level in the Arabic language and confidence to represent himself and | would like to thank Ms. Saida a million times because his
development in the Arabic language helped him to develop in Islamic and SST through his ability to read

and great thanks and appreciation to MS Nancy and her high ability to simplify the difficult terminology of SST

Thank you for all and | wish all the best for all of you

Thanks & Regards,

Basma Albasuony




WSS Junior Section Sheikh Zayed Competition Superstar Champions!

Sheikh Zayed drawirﬂ
competition winners ~ Y2F2
with Ms. Raquel and
Ms. Catherin
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Service Leadership;
we are proud of our
young JS student
leaders, who thought-
fully perform their
= duties with an im-
pressive, professional
approach, in service
of their friends &
school.

Thank you to Mr. Abed, who took a lot of care & extra
time to prepare our JS students for their Quran Compe-
tition.

Dear Ms. Nikhat,

| take this opportunity to thank you for all the efforts you are taking to polish my son Alyan. I'm so grateful and blessed to have a
teacher like you for my son. | have seen great improvement in Alyan and that shows your and Ms. Afroz’s hard work. Alyan
doesn’t get enough of talking about you both at home. He loves to come to school every day and is more focused now in
studies. He was so happy to get the teddy home this week and kept on playing with it and even while sleeping he hugged the
bltedyy @) . All the thanks to you for giving so much of love , hard work and appreciation to him.

Best Regards,

Naheed Usman

12



WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher
explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The
great teacher inspires.”

— William Arthur Ward
JS Teaching Champions of the week!

Congratulations to Ms. Beena, Ms. Mani and Ms.
Monica for being this week's JS Teaching Champions!

Ms. Beena, for an outstanding lesson and highly
effective teaching strategies

Ms. Mani: Highly supportive teaching assistant.
Ms. Monica, for the support in the JS free-play

Y2F1; Teddy goes home...

Congratulations to Yasin Fernando and Theo Tian (Y1D2) for excellent skills in ICT and transfer-

ring their literacy skills to meet the challenge set by Mr. Jowie and Ms. Fozia. Thanks to Mr Jowie
for a well-planned lesson that allowed great transfer of learning and application of new ICT skills.




Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2D1!
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with FS2D1!

Mﬁ»«:?l\(‘Jl‘\(’_JIIFJ

FS2D1 Parents joining their children for Assembly
Time with Ms. Nikhat. Thank you dear parents for
taking the time to attend!

The Theme was on Healthy eating, linked with their
Term Literacy theme around the story, ‘The Very
Hungry Caterpillar”.

It was our first FS assembly since before COVID. The
children performed excellently and it was an extra
ordinary assembly. All parents showed great joy and
happiness to their children’s performance. The event
was appreciated by our parents with many apprecia-
tion emails.




Junior Section News; Moral Education Projects!

16 Wonderful ME (Arab) projects with Ms. Amira




Junior Section News; Learning in FS1!
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Junior Section News; Learning in Y2!
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Malek Ramy video

Thank you to Malek for sharing your super confident & clear video teaching us
about the concept of adding. We love how you have taken ownership of your own
leaning & linked addition to your real life & your topic of superheroes! Well done!




Junior Section News; Learning in Y2!
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With Ms. Sabiha & Ms. Krishnapriya

Ms. Aqueen engaging with Y2F1 students learning
about the classification of animals in a science lesson.

Thank you Noah for your §
practical video about saying
sorry & sensible problem-
solving.




Junior Section News; MOE Subject Learning in Y2!
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

Y2 D2 Ms, Jinitra & Ms Kavitha

Play mg’ lm.u'd ﬁ;& \ul h sl\lp
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Y2 D2 Ms.Jinira & Ms.Kaw

Dear Ms Thompson,
| hope this email finds you well. We attended the PTM yesterday, our first one at WSS as we have joined the school just last year.

| just want to appreciate the administration for holding this meeting in the school premises and organising it so well. While there
have always been ample opportunities to have online meetings with the teachers whenever the parents have desired so, this in
person experience was much needed and went so well.

| especially want to express gratitude to the wonderful teachers of both my children in year 7 and year 4. They were extremely
warm, encouraging, open to suggestions and offered valuable advice for further improvement of the students. We left the school
content with the knowledge that our children are in capable com petent and kind hands.

students.

Warm regards,

Sadia Sajad




Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

We have story time and roleplay We ake domg maths ClOCk aCthlf"y

Our Shetkh Zayed
drawirg
ompetition winner

Y2 H2 With Tr- Sabiha, AT - Priya
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities in Y2!

Play time in Y2F2 with Ms.

Raquel and Ms. Catherin
i

I.1_earlnink9 aboutf clockugiislandf ( 5 i
anti-clockwise turns ~ with £ . atone
Ms. Raquel and Ms. Catherin ’ PICc-COLLAGE §

PIC-COLLAGE

Streching time ~
with Ms. Raquel
and Ms. Catherin

Cearning about clock ~ YZFZ
with Ms. Raquel and Ms.
Catherin
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WSS Primary Section Y3 Community Service Superstar Champions!

Bhavesh Diva Kar

Mohame >l Shazil
Sarina Khan N‘luhd
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WSS Primary Section Y6 Class Superstar Champions!

Y6 Book Buddy Superstars have been reading to younger students during their Break times. Thank you & well done for this
great example of Community Service!

AT
4

7
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WSS Primary Section Y6 Break Time Book Buddies!

Literacy is one of the most critically important domains of education. Here we have Y6 Book Buddy Superstars have been
reading to younger students during their Break times. Thank you & well done for this great example of Peer-Peer support &
Community Service!

26



WSS Primary Section Y6 Lesson Buddies!

Superstar peer teacher Feranmi (Y6BH) has been Buddy Teaching with Ms. Anshy in Y3H2 during his Library periods. We
thank him for investing his time to help younger students. How cool is that!

The following Science initiative is named, ‘Wizard of Obs(ervation)!




WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Y3H1 Term 1 Achievers
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time With Y6GH; Goals in Life!
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Primary Section News
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Mr. Kashif is demonstrating the qualities & value of good friends to his Y4 class
during an Islamic lesson. These values are applied to our real life!

Abdul Rehman (Y4S2) is exploring his
creativity though drawing a sunflower
during his art lesson. Observation skills
are an extremely important life skill!




Secondary Section News; Y10 Leadership!

Year 10 class leaders presenting behaviour PPT to peers to reinforce a positive learning
environment.

JdL



Secondary Section News; Y10-13 Careers Fair!

Students Attended the Career Fair.

Students were eager to attend the career fair
held on 24/1/23. It was a true guiding light to
these inquisitive minds. The students
explored as many fields and universities as
they could taking away a handful of brochures
for further research into their options.
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Secondary Section News; Team Building in KS3 to Reduce Bullying—Wacky Wednesdays!

‘lfs‘«adqw =
Havea(‘mma,

It's Wacky Wednes
Have a Great Day o
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Secondary Section News; Thoughtful Thursdays Wellbeing Initiative!

Secondary are implementing
a range of additional initia-
tives to combat negative be-
haviours that detract form
our students’ wellbeing.
Through anti-bullying ses-
sions, ‘Wacky Wednesdays’
& ‘Thoughtful Thursdays’,
we aim to promote a positive
culture across the school.
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Secondary Section News; Thoughtful Thursdays Wellbeing Initiative!

: .
en / Books / Brain
sat down quietly?)




