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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #19 

 25th January, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Optimus Award Wellbeing 
Survey 
Many thanks if you have al-
ready completed the short 
wellbeing survey emailed to 
you this week. The survey aims 
to give us your valuable in-

sights so that we can continue to improve wellbeing 
provision at WSS for your children. If you have not 
yet completed the survey, may I request that you do 
so this weekend. Many thanks. 
 
Safeguarding; Privacy 
Please note that it is illegal to post pictures of other 
people on a public platform without their permission 
(such as on Social Media, YouTube, etc). This in-
cludes posting videos/photos of school events that 
include other people’s children, for example Sports 
Day or an Assembly. If you have posted such videos, 
kindly take them down & avoid doing this in future. 
Many thanks. 
 
Term 2 Fees 
As educators, we really hate having to discuss pend-
ing fees with our dear parents. However, the reality is 
that fee income is our only source of finance, & criti-
cal in ensuring payment of staff salaries & bills for 
the smooth operation of school. Many thanks to all 
the parents who have cleared their T2 fees in a  time-
ly manner. However, unfortunately there are around 
800 students still to clear their fees.  This is a really 
critical situation for us, so please clear pending fees 
as applicable, so we can operate school & open the re-
enrollment facility for September 2024 seats. Thank 
you. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

Date  Details 

From Wed. 
24/1/24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon. 
15/4/24 

• System re-enrollment opens for Sept. 2024 seats,  
subject to T2 fee payment & no serious behav-
iour issues (students with WLs are ‘On Proba-
tion’) 

• Online re-enrollment is required, but is a non-
binding indication only. Seats would be con-
firmed once the re-enrollment fee plus T3 fees 
have been cleared in full, by the given deadlines. 

• Regardless of any system-generated email, the 
re-enrollment fee is non-refundable for any rea-
son, as per the Sharjah Authority Circular. 

• The deadline to pay the re-enrollment fee is 
Monday 15th April. After this date, any un-
booked seats would be given to the Waiting List. 

• To avoid any inconvenience & disappointment, 
do please keep to the given deadlines to secure 
your child a seat if required. Thank you. 

Wed. 
14/2/24 & 
Thurs. 
15/2/24 

• School closed for Mid-Term 2 Break (2 days) 

• Admin offices open (timings TBC) 

Friday 
29/3/24  to 
Sunday 
14/4/24 

• School closed for Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• T2 exams will run 1-2 weeks before Spring 
Break (exact dates TBC) 

• Admin Offices open on working days through-
out  the Break for Enrollment & Fee Payment 
(timings TBC) 

• Online fee payments recommended to avoid 
queues. However, the Cashier will be open in 
school on Saturday 13/4/24, 8am-1pm for con-
venient fee payment 

• Term 3 fees due by latest Monday 15th April. 
Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News 

• Parent Wellbeing Survey 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) The benefits of Reading Aloud, 2) The 
Power of Reading 

• WSS Superstar Champions  

• Environmental & Recycling Superstar Champions 

• Colin the Character Camel 

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Junior Wellbeing Report 

• Assembly Time with Y2D2 on ‘Respect’, 25/1/24 

• Assembly Time with Y1F1 on ‘The Four Seasons’, 25/1/24 

• Assembly time with FS2F1 on ‘Community Helpers’, 25/1/24 

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities 
 

 Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• Primary Wellbeing Report 

• Assembly Time with Y4H1, ’Resilience’, 24/1/24  

• Assembly Time with Y6BD; ‘Everyday Superheroes!’, 24/1/24 

• Learning Activities in Y3 

• Sustainability & the 3R’s; Making Pen Holders From Water Bot-
tles. 

• Making Working Models of Simple Circuits 
 

  Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions 

• Boys’ Sports Day, 24/1/24 

• Girls’ Sports Day, 25/1/24 

• Secondary Wellbeing Report 

• Study Skills Workshop 

• Y8 Learning Journey 

• Tech Minds Unite! 

• Y10-13 Girls’ trip to Aquaventure Water Park 
 



4 

 

Whole School News; Parent Wellbeing Survey! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

At WSS, Secondary school students are cultivating a 
vibrant learning environment through hands-on gar-
dening activities. Engaging in the entire cultivation 
process, from sowing seeds to nurturing plants, these 
green-thumbed students are fostering a deeper con-
nection with nature. As the seasons change, the dedi-
cated Eco club at WSS eagerly participates in the joy-
ous ritual of harvesting, reaping the rewards of their 
hard work. The bountiful harvest not only provides 
fresh, organic produce for the school community but 
also instills a sense of pride and accomplishment in 
the students. Through this enriching experience, WSS 
students are not only cultivating gardens but also cul-
tivating valuable life skills and a profound apprecia-
tion for sustainable living. 
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Ms. Vandana, Primary English Coordinator & Ms. 
Ayesha, HOD English attended our SPEA SIA Ms. 
Lynn’s ‘Stretch & Challenge—English CPD ses-
sion on  18/1/24.  The session related to the use of 
CAT 4 data & was hosted by Sharjah English 
School. Here they are pictured with Mr. Fahd 
Kahlaoui, Vice Principal of The international 
School of Creative Sciences, who ran the session . 

WSS hosted SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn’s 3rd Stretch & Challenge-Maths session on 25/1/24. 30 Maths leads from Sharjah British 
schools attended & participated in an interactive session on ‘The Personalisation of Learning; Duel Coding’ led by Ms. 
Christine, followed by a session focused on SPR inspection preparation with Ms. Valerie. Thank you to Ms. Lynn for attend-
ing. 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!

Thank you for 

bringing healthy 

fruit treats to 

share with class-

mates, to support 

our ‘Healthy Life-

styles’ policy. 

Happy Birthday song for cele-

brants of the week in our Prima-

ry Assemblies 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to these 
superstars for being the 
winners of the Sheikh 
Zayed Competition! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section Wellbeing Report! 

Celebrating WSS Junior Section Sports Day - January 2024 

The theme of Our Sports Day was Winter Sports Festival. Students from FS1 to Y2 participated in various races with zeal, vig-
our and team spirit. Large number of parents witnessed the event. Their presence was indeed a motivation for all the little 
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Junior Section: Assembly Time with Y2D2, 25/1/24! 

Y2D2 put on a super confident Assembly on the theme, “Respect’. We 
learnt about what we should do to show respect to others. 
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Junior Section: Assembly Time with Y1F1, 25/1/24! 

Y1F1 presented a 
cute & colourful 
Assembly on the 
theme ‘The Four 
Seasons’.  They 
spoke very well 
about each season 
& how we can 
take care of our 
health. 
 
Thank you to all 
our dear parents 
who attended. 
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Junior Section: Assembly Time with FS2F1, 25/1/24! 

FS2F1 presented an important Assembly about ‘Community Helpers’. We also talked about our WSS ‘community’ helpers, 
who are with us each day helping us to learn & to be safe in school. Ms. Shamail particularly appreciated the Assembly re-
sources, such as the bus, & the colourful costumes!  Thank you to the many parents who attended & enjoyed the Assembly! 
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Junior Section News 

Y2 students learning to express 
their feelings in a Moral Education 
lesson with Ms. Amira. 
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Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1 Learning Activities! 

Sports Day last week was so much fun! 
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Junior Section News; Y1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Safeguarding is a priority at WSS; 
congratulations to the 54 Y6 stu-
dents who successfully completed a 
Guinness Book of Records Cyber-
safety course, as promoted by 
SPEA. 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Primary Class, Dojo & Reading Champions 
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Primary Section Wellbeing Report! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4H1, 24/1/24! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y6BD, 24/1/24! 

The theme of this outstanding Assembly was ‘Everyday Superheroes!’. The skits were hu-
morous, well presented & the message very clear. Loved it! 
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Primary Section News; Sustainability & the 3 R’s—Recycle, 

Reuse & Reduce; Making Pen Holders from Water Bottles!! 

Proud Creators of a Working Model of a Simple Circuit!
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Primary Section News 

Thank you to Muzam-
mil (Y5S1) for sharing a 
nice video showing your 
Arabic skills. 

Y4F2 and Y4S1 & Y4S2 working collaboratively 
with Ms. Dalal. 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3D1! 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities in Y3D2! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to 
Muhammad 
Shahdal (Y10 BS ) 
who has won a silver 
medal in a UAE 
Kickboxing champi-
onship!  



34 

 

WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Boys’ Sports Day, 24/1/24! 

Congratulations to Scorpions, 
the winning House! 
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Secondary Section News; Girls’ Sports Day, 25/1/24! 

Congratulations to Dolphin House, overall Sports Day Champions, 2024! 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Wellbeing Report! 
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Secondary Section News; Study Skills Workshop! 

VP Mr. Shujahat, Section Leaders & Teachers worked with students 
on their study skills to support metacognition development (learning 
how they learn best) in preparation for board exam success! 
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Secondary Section News; Study Skills Workshop! 
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Secondary Section News; Y8 Learning Journey! 
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Secondary Section News 
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Secondary Section News 


