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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #19 

22nd January, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Have Your Voice—Parent 
Survey (from 26/1/26) 
 
It is that time of year again 
when GEMS invites parents 
to have their voice, & share 
supportive feedback with 

their school for ongoing school development. 
Competition between GEMS schools to do well in 
the survey  is fierce, with league tables & accounta-
bility. Let’s keep WSS top of the polls! We request 
our dear parents to take a few minutes to complete 
the survey once published next week with feedback 
relating to areas that school has control over such 
as your child’s progress, wellbeing & school 
achievement (for example, WSS Management has 
no control over fees, BBT, Threads or traffic, so no 
need to feedback on these areas). A score of 9/10 
means that, while we have targets, you are general-
ly happy with WSS. 
 
We thank you in advance for your ongoing support 
& look forward to a smooth Term 2. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
5/1/26 

• First day of Term 2. 

• T2 Fees due, thank you. 

Satur-
day24/1/26 

• School Cashier open 8am-1pm for convenient 
fee payment. Please clear T2 fees, if not already 
done, thank you. 

Monday 
26/1/26 to 
Friday  
13/2/26 

• GEMS Parent Survey. Kindly complete  to have 
your voice! Your positive, constructive team-
work is much appreciated. 

Saturday 
31/1/26 

• WSS Family First Carnival, 10am-2pm. (WSS 
families invited) 

• Entrance fee AED5/- pp, including 2 free games 
tickets (Ts&Cs) 

• Entrance with a WSS ID card only 

• Students below Year 7 must be accompanied by 
a parent 

• Parents are responsible for their children’s safe-
ty & behaviour 

Monday 
16/3/26 to 
Sunday 
22/3/26 

• Spring Break 

• T3 Fees due by latest Monday 23/3/26. Thank 
you. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News; It’s Time for the Parent Survey Again!
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Whole School News; It’s Time for the Parent Survey Again!
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Year 2-Year 9 News; Join an Additional External (ESM) ECA 

Sports Programme!
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Y2 to Y9 News; Opportunities to Join an Additional External 

(ESM) ECA Sports Programme!
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Whole School News; Parent Voice 

Top Tips—KS5 Parenting Tips!
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Whole School News; Parent Voice 

Top Tips—KS5 Parenting Tips!
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Whole School News; Family First Carnival!
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Whole School News; Parent Voice 

“You Said...We Did…”!
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Whole School News

The Principal Ms. Valerie welcomed Ms. Pooja,  Founder & Marketing 
Director at School'OClock, to WSS on 19/1/26 for a podcast session for 
the series ‘Women in Education Leadership’.  The Q&A podcast ses-
sion will be published shortly on the YouTube channel below. We 
would like to thank Ms. Pooja for her  inclusion of WSS in her thought-
provoking & inspiring podcast series. 

Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 
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WSS Superstar Champions!

Thank you dear parents for your 
encouraging best wishes!  
 
Together we can do so much! 
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Happy Birthdays!

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Dear Ms jinitra, 

I hope you’re having a chance to get some well-

deserved rest after such a long and active day! 

I am writing to express my gratitude for all the 

hard work and dedication you’ve shown over the 
past two weeks. We, as parents, truly appreciate the 
incredible effort you put into supporting and encour-

aging the children. It doesn't go unnoticed. 

Thanks from my heart ❤️  

Warm regards, 

Parent of Soufian  
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Junior Section News; Y2 Sports Day, 21/1/26!

Thank you for the cute Sports Day invitation, 
so confidently presented by our students! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Sports Day, 21/1/26!

Thank you to the Y2 team of Teaching team, leaders, students & parents for a wonderfully cute, invigorating & UAE-linked 
Sports Day on 21/1/26. Your SLT thoroughly enjoyed the speeches, presentations & gymnastics. What a talented team! 
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Junior Section News; Y2 Sports Day, 21/1/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Sports Day, 21/1/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Sports Day, 21/1/26!
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Junior Section News; FS Sports Day, 22/1/26!
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Junior Section News; FS Sports Day, 22/1/26!



24 

 

Junior Section News; FS & Y1 Sports Day, 22/1/26!
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Junior Section News; Y1 Sports Day, 22/1/26!
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Junior Section News; Y1 Sports Day, 22/1/26!
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Sports Day!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Sports Day!
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Junior Section News; Learning Projects!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

‘Read Like a GEM’ Champi-
ons (RLAG) superstars of the 
week! 



33 

 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

‘’Be a GEM’ (BAG) superstars 
champions of the week! 

Primary Section News; Week 3 ECA Report!
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Primary Section News; Y6G Sports Day, 19/1/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6G Sports Day, 19/1/26!

Primary Section News; Y6B Sports Day, 21/1/26!
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Primary Section News; Y6B Sports Day, 21/1/26!
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5D2, 21/1/26 

Believe in Yourself & Never Give up!
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3F1, 21/1/26 

Respect!
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Primary Section News; Y3-6 Times Tables Competition!
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Primary Section News; Y3-6 Times Tables Competition!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Islamic Projects!

Primary Section News; Y5 Creativity With Ms. Surbhi!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

KS5 ‘Be a GEM’ 
GEM of the 
Week Champi-
ons! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

KS3 ‘Be a GEM’ Awardees—
special congratulations to Nabia, 
who has achieved 300 BAG points 
already, partly for her creation of 
wonderful projects & ongoing en-
gagement with her learning! 
Thank you to her parents for their 
support & encouragement.  
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Secondary Section News: Innovation EXPO, 19/1/26!
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Secondary Section News: Innovation EXPO, 19/1/26!

Secondary Section News: KS3 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!
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Secondary Section News: KS3 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!

Students enthusiastically presented their projects to attendees on the sustainability themes of ‘Closing the Plastic Loop’, 
‘Food to Facades’ & ‘Mars Space City 2117’.  The topics were both interesting & inspirational! Ms. Valerie thoroughly en-
joyed listening to the students’ project presentations. Thank you Ms. Laneetha & team, & parents for your support. 
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Secondary Section News: KS3 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!
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Secondary Section News: KS3 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!
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Secondary Section News: KS3 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!
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Secondary Section News: KS3 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!



57 

 

Secondary Section News: KS3 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!
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Secondary Section News: KS4 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!
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Secondary Section News: KS4 SPARK-X, 20/1/26!
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Secondary Section News; Assembly Time with Y8GS, 19/1/26  

The Importance of Keeping Fit!

Y8GS presented 
a clear, through-
provoking & im-
portant Assem-
bly on the theme 
of the im-
portance of keep-
ing fit. Super 
job!  
 
Thank you to all 
the dear parents 
who attended. 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 BAG Awareness Sessions!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 BAG Awareness Sessions!
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Secondary Section News; FNT Club—Matters of the Heart!
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Secondary Section News; Learning Projects!

Secondary Section News; Islamic Projects!


