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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #17 

 8th January, 2026 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2! 
We hope that you had a 
lovely Winter Break.  
 
We are looking forward to 
meeting you all at PTM 
next Thursday 2-5pm to 
celebrate your child’s suc-
cesses & to discuss their 

next steps. Students will leave school at 12:30pm on 
that day. Thank you. 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
5/1/26 

• First day of Term 2. 

• T2 Fees due, thank you. 

Saturday 
10/1/26 

• School Cashier open 8am-1pm for convenient 
fee payment. Please clear T2 fees, if not already 
done, thank you. 

Thursday  
15/1/26 

• T1 Report Cards & PTM, 2-5pm (subject to 
cleared fees & Registration on Daleel 2). 

• Students leave school at 12:30pm. 

• We request students attend PTM with parents 
to discuss next steps with their teachers.  

• Students should wear smart school uniform to 
give the meeting formality & gravitas. 

Saturday 
31/1/26 

• WSS Family First Carnival, 10am-2pm. (all 
WSS families invited) 

• Entrance fee AED5/- pp, including 2 free games 
tickets 

Monday 
16t/3/25 to 
Sunday 
22/3/26 

• Spring Break 

• T3 Fees due by latest Monday 23/3/25. Thank 
you. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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5-7 
 
 
8 
9-10 
11 
12 
 
12 
13 

Whole School News 

• Family First Carnival Flyer 

• WSS Superstar Champions (Celebrating Lean Nael, our Sheikha 
Fatima Scholarship Winner, Celebrating Staff of Term 1 Awards, 
Saying thank your & farewell to BBT Mr. Thomas) 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Family First Secondary Recipes 

• WSS Winter Break Upgrades  

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Leading with Reflection—
Moonstone) 

• Week 1 ECA Report 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) Another Term to Sparkle, Learn & Grow,  
2) Grit & Perseverance   

 

 
14-16 
17-18 
19 
20 & 
24 
21-24 
25-28 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Assembly Time with Y1S1, 8/1/26 (Resilience) 

• Welcome back for T2 

• Wonderful Winter Projects  
 

• Y1 Learning Activities  

• Y2 Learning Activities 
 

 
29-30 
 
31-32 
 
33 
34 
35 
35-37 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions (Tennis & Abacus 
Brainobrain) 

• Assembly Time with Y4H1, 7/1/26 (Teamwork Makes the Dream 
Work) 

• Wonderful Winter Projects 

• Primary Art 

• Y3 Learning Activities 

• Y6 Learning Activities 
 

  
38 
39 
39 
40-41 
42 
43-44 
45-47 

Secondary Section News 

• Family First Parenting Tips 

• KS3 Assembly with Ms. Laneetha (Be A GEM Briefing) 

• Sustainability Meets Creativity  

• KS3 Leadership GEMStones 

• KS4 Leaders & Trainees’ Volunteers Badging Ceremony 

• KS4 Reflection & Growth 

• Sixth Form News (Welcome Back session by VP Mr. Suj, Winter 
Break Memories, Celebrating the Arrival of the Sixth Form Jacket  
& Be a GEM Recall Session) 

 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR
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Whole School News; Family First Carnival!
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WSS Superstar Champion; Celebrating our Sheikha Fatima 

Scholarship Winner for 2025-2026!!
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WSS Superstar Staff Champions of Term 1!
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WSS Superstar Champions!

We say thank you & farewell to BBT Assistant Service Delivery Executive Mr. 
Thomas Rajan, who has been promoted to a new role within BBT/STS as Assistant 
Service Delivery Manager, for all Sharjah BBT schools. We thank him for his sup-
port & dedicated service to WSS over 13 years since joining in 2012, managing up to 
42 WSS buses with 1,455 bus users plus additional responsibility to multiple schools. 
We wish him every success with his new professional venture. 



8 

 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

Here is Haya’s entry into our latest sustainability initiative, the Photography Challenge ‘My Eco-Action’. The family photo is 
of their visit to the Hanging Gardens, where they chose to walk instead of taking the train inside as part of their eco-friendly 
action. In the 2nd picture Haya is putting trash in the correct recycling bins, demonstrating responsible waste disposal. Well 
done! 
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Whole School News; Family First Recipes!
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Whole School News; Family First Recipes!
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Whole School News; WSS Winter Break Upgrades!

Thank you to our dedicated MSO Ms. Sera, AMSF Mr. Davis & the Support Staff Team for the smart new Reception Male 
washroom upgrade, completed over the Winter Break. Gentlemen, we hope you enjoy the improved facility! 

We are sure that our Junior children will enjoy these new play facilities in their garden play area. 



12 

 

Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Whole School News; Week 1 ECA Report!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

(Sheikh Zayad Painting Competition Winners, Be A GEM, Class & 

Wellbeing Champions)



15 

 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

(Sheikh Zayad Painting Competition Winners, Be A GEM, Class & 

Wellbeing Champions)
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

(Sheikh Zayed Painting Competition Winners, Be A GEM, Class & 

Wellbeing Champions)

Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1S1 (Resilience), 

8/1/26!
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Junior Section News; Assembly Time with Y1S1 (Resilience)!

Y1S1 put on a super assem-
bly with very clear, im-
portant messages & practical 
strategies. 
 
We learnt that resilience is 
the strength to carry on & 
try again & again, despite 
challenges, mistakes or fail-
ing. 
 
Thanks to our dear parents 
who attended & special 
thanks to those parents who 
participated with ideas. 
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Junior Section News; Welcome Back for T2!

 

“During my winter break, I went to the uni-
versity library in Sharjah and thoroughly 
enjoyed myself, reading many enriching 
stories. Thank you to my wonderful teacher 
and my beautiful school, WSS which always 
encourages us to read and be crea-

tive! ❤”️  

Happy to be back into learning activities! 
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Junior Section News; Wonderful Winter Projects!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Wonderful Winter Projects!

Junior Section News; Y1F1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities!
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WSS Primary Section Y4 ‘Be a GEM’ Superstar Champions!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to  
tennis superstar Olisha 
Grizzelle Herath 
(Y5H2), who has won 
the UAE Junior Elite 
Badminton Champion-
ship, securing first po-
sition.   Wonderful to 
see her dedication to 
excellence! 

Congratulations to Aba-
cus superstar Muhammad 
Taha (Y4S1) who recently 
participated in the 
15th International Abacus 
Competition Brainobrain-
fest 2025 in Dubai, win-
ning a coveted Champion 
position. We love your 
hard work & persever-
ance Muh’d! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4H1 (Teamwork 

Makes the Dreamwork), 7/1/26!

We learnt how collaboratively working together in our daily lives 
helps us to achieve  our goals more effectively. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y4H1 (Teamwork 

Makes the Dreamwork), 7/1/26!
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Primary Section News; Welcome Back for Term 2!

“During my winter break, I went to the university library in Sharjah and thor-
oughly enjoyed myself, reading many enriching stories. Thank you to my won-
derful teacher and my beautiful school, WSS which always encourages us to 

read and be creative! ❤”️  
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Primary Section News; Primary Art!
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Primary Section News; Y3& Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Whole School News; Family First Secondary Section 

Parenting Tips!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Assembly, ‘Be a GEM’ Briefing 

with Ms. Laneetha, 5/1/26!

Well done Nabia for your 
creative, hand-crafted sus-
tainability project, making a 
sea turtle with recycled mate-

Secondary Section News; Creativity Meets Sustainability!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Demonstrating the Leadership 

GEMStones!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Demonstrating the Leadership 

GEMStones!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Leaders’ Badging Ceremony!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Reflection & Growth!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Reflection & Growth!
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Secondary Section Sixth Form News!
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Secondary Section Sixth Form News!
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Secondary Section Sixth Form News!


