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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #16 

5th January, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Teamwork; Safety & Wellbeing 
WSS and parents together make 
the best team for the progress & 
achievement of our children. 
There may be misunderstandings 

or mistakes at times, but we are on the same side—we 
want what is best for our children. We are all role 
models for our students. It is our responsibility to 
reflect the values and character that we want our 
children to develop. It is critically important for both 
parents & staff to model respectful, safe and respon-
sible behaviour in school. For safeguarding, it is ab-
solutely not allowed to engage/speak with or in any 
way touch any  children other than your own, or to 
shout at staff. Such behaviour is a serious discipli-
nary matter. If you have any issues, do please bring 
them directly to the PRE/school management, & we 
will support you to resolve them. Thank you. 
 
Facemasks on Buses 
Please note that students & staff using BBT bus 
transport are no longer  required to wear face masks 
while using the bus. This is now optional. Parents, 
thank you for all your support throughout COVID. 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

2nd Jan. 
2023 

• First day of Term 2. 

• T2 fees due, thank you. 

Mon. 16th 
January 

• Re-enrollment for September 2023 opens. 

• Re-enrollment may only be completed once full T2 
fees have been cleared. 

Thurs. 19th 
Jan 

• 8am-2:30pm; F2F Parent-Teacher Meetings in school. 
Details will be sent home shortly. 

• This will be a non-instructional day for students (no 
lessons). Students should attend PTM together with 
their parents dressed in their uniform, to discuss their 
T1 progress, achievement & next steps. 

• T1 Reports will be published shortly (subject to fees 
being cleared & no pending docs. 

Wed. 15th & 
Thurs. 16th 
Feb. 

• Mid-Term Break (2 days) 

27/3/23 to 
6/4/23 

• Spring Break (2 weeks) 

• Term 3 starts on Monday 10/4/23. T3 fees due, thank 
you. 

17/4/23 • Mid-Term Break (1 day) 

29/6/23 • Official last day of the academic year. 
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Whole School News 

The WSS science team is 
collaborating with our sister 
school WIN, Jebel Ali, via 
TEAMS to innovatively 
share expertise. We thank 
the WIN Principal Ms. 
Meenakshi & her team for 
their helpful & supportive 
collaboration. 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Item Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary & gen-
eral notices 

•   

3-5 Whole School News • WSS-WIN Collaboration 

• Slices Canteen Menu 

• Story Board Top Tips (Code of 
Conduct & The Joy of Giving) 

 6 Whole School Environmental 
Recycling Superstar Champi-
ons 

•  

7 Whole School Superstar 
Champions 

• Outstanding Leadership Award; 
Ms. Sreeja 

8 Whole school Birthdays for 
the week 

•  

 9-10 Junior Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Winner of the NASA Commercial 
Crew world Art Competition, An-
gel (Y2H1) 

11-13 
14-15 

Junior Section News • Student Leaders Investiture 

• Learning Activities 

16-17 
18 

Primary Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Class, Dojo & Reading Champi-
ons 

• Football Champion 

19-20 
 
21-24 
 
25 

Primary Section News • Assembly Time with Y5D1 

• Assembly Time with Y3F2 

• Community Service 

• WSS Radio Station & learning 
Activities 

 26 Secondary Section Superstar 
Champions 

• Noetic Notebook Awards 

27-28 
29 

Secondary Section News • Community Service Initiative  

• Y7 & Y8 Trip to Ski Dubai 
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Whole School News; Slices Canteen Menu 
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Whole School News 
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WSS environmental Recycling Superstar Champions! 

Alaqmar is with his grandparents from India who helped him with 
this recycling task  
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WSS Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Secondary Assistant Principal Ms. 
Sreeja on achieving the highly prestigious ‘Outstanding 
Leadership Award' for her significant contribution to 
‘Educators and Educational Leadership groups online’. 
She was one of 40 leaders across the globe to receive this 
award at the recent 'Education 2.0' conference. This is a 
well-deserved acknowledgement of her contribution to our 
WSS students’ learning & achievement, & beyond. 

Ms. Sreeja joined a panel along with other educational experts 
to share expertise. 

For speaking with confidence about the progress they have made and being optimistic about their next 
steps: 

• Nicole Hycinth Y2 F1  ID 20995 

• Nahyan Faraj Y4 S1  ID 17321 

• Usman Ahmed Y4 H2 ID 13365 

• Viswajeeth Biju Y7 BD  ID 2830 
• Thiviru Dilmith Nethasinghe Y10 BH  ID 517 
 
Well presented work in Mathematics accepting the teacher’s challenge and demonstrating their progress: 

• Sumaiya Umar Yr 5H2 

• Sait Bahadar Khan Yr 5H2 
Thanks to Ms. Syeda Razvi for the meticulous marking and feedback.  
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Whole School News; Happy Birthdays!

Happy Primary Birthdays celebrated in Assembly! 



9 

 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions; 1st Place in the NASA Commercial Crew Art Competition! 

Congratulations to  creative superstar Angel 
Maity (Y2H1) who won 1st place in the NASA 
Commercial Crew world-wide Art Contest from 
192 countries. She is the only contestant who 
won first place from the UAE, Age 4-6 group in 
the NASA Art Contest. NASA printed her 
painting titled ‘The Colours of Life’ in the 2023 
calendar where her painting was published on 
the first page (month of January) We love your 
gorge0ous picture, Angel! 



10 

 

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 5/1/23! 

Inviting the Principal, Ms. Va-
lerie, to the ceremony. 

Below are the Junior Section 
Leadership roles, plus Inclusion 
Champion. 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 5/1/23! 
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Junior Section News; Student Leaders Investiture Ceremony, 5/1/23! 

Amazing, confident speeches by our JS Head Girl & Head 
Boy. 

Many thanks to all the per-
formers, supportive, enthu-
siastic & proud parents who 
helped their children to pre-
pare & attended, & to our 
dedicated team who put the 
show together in only 3 
days! 
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Junior Section News 

‘We are learning about measurement, to tell the time, about the solar system, superheroes, famous UAE landmarks & our 
emotions!’ 

Wonderful confi-
dent Quran reci-
tation. 
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FS2S1 with Ms. Jobelle 

Junior Section News 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y5 Class, Dojo & Reading Champions  

Y6 Class, Dojo & Reading Champions  
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Y4 Class, Dojo & Reading Champions  

Y3 Class, Dojo & Reading Champions  
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y5D1! 

An awesome  Assembly 
by Y5D1 on the theme 
‘Save the Earth’. We 
learnt that what we do 
can help to reduce cli-
mate change, such as re-
cycling, saving water & 
electricity, & re-using 
shopping bags. 
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Primary Section News; Assembly Time with Y3F2! 

A really confident & helpful  As-
sembly by Y3F2 on ‘Having a Posi-
tive Mindset’. We learnt that we 
will achieve more & be happier if 
we have confidence that with hard 
work, practice & perseverance, ‘We 
Can Do It!’ 
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Primary Section News; Community Service! 

Thank you Nabia for your video 
showing the application of Islam-
ic values to your real life. Your 
community service is a wonderful 
example to us all! 
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Primary Section News; Community Service! 
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Primary Section News; Community Service! 
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Primary Section News; Community Service! 
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Primary Section News 

Thanks to Yomna (Y5H1) for 
sharing her clear & interesting 
video on solubility. 

With Ms. Anju Kumar 

This week our fabulous WSS Radio Station broadcast was hosted by Zainab & Zoha. 
Key takeaways related to having a clear new year goal/resolution to help us focus on 
personal development. 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Community Service! 

COMMUNITY SERVICE  

 

“My father Dr Ajit Moorkoth is a rehabilitation practitioner by profession and is cur-

rently working as the Chief Consultant at SEED Special Education Centre that provides 

special education and related services to children and adolescents with special needs. My 

father talks to parents, understands the child’s/adolescent’s requirements, parental con-

cerns and what the school wants. He conducts psychoeducational assessments, vocational/

career assessments and guidance along with his multi-disciplinary team. Counsels the 

parents about the findings of the reports, plans the intervention and support for the 

child/adolescents. Provides recommendations and strategies for the school to support the 

child further. 

 
Involvement of my father’s line of work to the community is by providing training pro-

grammes for professionals (Teachers, special educators, counsellors), parents of children/

adolescents with special needs, students by means of lectures, PowerPoint presentations, 

hands on training, workshops. He is a keynote speaker in international and national fo-

rums 

 
Spending a day with my father in his clinic made me understand that SEED is an organi-

zation which helps shape the future of children/adolescents with special needs by diagnos-

ing and providing required interventions and training professionals and parents on how 

to take care and make sure they are doing the best for their child. I am proud of my fa-

ther for what he is doing to help children/adolescents overcome their difficulties and suc-

ceed in life.” 

By Akarsh Ajit Moorkoth (Year 9 BF1) 
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Secondary Section News; Community Service! 

 

“My Parents’ Profession and Community Services -  My Learning journey Through Observation and Experience 

 

My Mom:  My mom is a teacher. She plays a vital role in the community by educating and preparing the next generation of 

leaders, problem-solvers, and engaged citizens. Some specific benefits of teachers in a community include: 

Improving student outcomes: Teachers work to help students achieve academic success, which can lead to higher levels of 
education, better job prospects, and increased economic stability for the community. 

Promoting social and emotional development: Teachers help students develop important social and emotional skills, such as 
empathy, teamwork, and communication, which are essential for building strong and healthy communities.  

Providing resources and support: Teachers often act as resources and support systems for students and families, providing 
guidance and assistance with academic and personal challenges.  

My Dad: My Dad is Self-employed (Senior Manager/ partner of Marble Company). There are many ways in which he and 

his marble company are helpful to the community.  

Job creation: A marble company can provide employment opportunities for members of the community, stimulating the lo-
cal economy and improving the standard of living for those who are employed. 
 
Economic development: By operating a successful business, a marble company can contribute to the economic development 
of the community by generating tax revenue and supporting local suppliers and service providers. 
 
Community involvement: A marble company can also get involved in the community through charitable donations and spon-
sorships, volunteering, and other forms of community involvement. 
 
Education: A marble company may also be able to provide educational opportunities for members of the community, such as 
through internships, job training programs, or other initiatives. This can help to enhance the skills and knowledge of local 
residents and prepare them for future careers.  
 

 
My Learning from the experience: Linking community services to jobs can provide a healthy boost to our self-confidence, 
self-esteem, and life satisfaction. We become more aware of issues in the community and develop a sense of responsibility to 
address those issues.” 
 
By Alman Ahmad (Year  8BH1) 
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Secondary Section News; It’s Trip Time! 

Y7 & Y8 Girls’ Trip to Ski Dubai 


