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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH

Gw.ueﬁ Newsletter Issue #16

Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

Wishing all the WSS family
a very happy, successful,
healthy & blessed 2025!

2020

WISHING YOU
HAPPY NEW YEAR

To our families who celebrate it, a very merry, fes-
tive Christmas!

FAMILY FIRSI
Date Details
Open Enrollment assessment will start from January
2025, on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis. Since
January seats are very limited, please register early to
2025 avoid disappointment if you want new seats.
Thurs. 7:15am-12:30pm Exam Day Timings for full
12/12/24 school
Last Day of T1
Fri. Winter Break (3-weeks)
13/12/24 to
Sun. 5/1/25
Mon. 6/1/25 First day of T2.
T2 fees due by latest first day of Term, thank
you.
Thurs. 3-6:30pm; T1 Report Card Parent-Teacher
9/1/25 Meeting (PTM) (F2F in WSS)
Thurs. 26th Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams
June
Thurs. 3rd The last official day for students for this aca-
July, 2025 demic year.

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts
you can give your child are
a and the

that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey
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Whole School News; Term 2 Extra-Curricular Activities (ECAs)

26/11/24

Dear Parents,

Lt LBl g ae i bp o] i LKL

GEMS Westminster

SHARIAH

Subject: WSS Optional Term 2 Extra-Cuorricular Activity (ECA) Programme

MR, W

School

Our term 1 ECA programme was a great success with over 260 students enjoying a range of activities. We are now
registering students for our term 2 ECA Programme as it will begin in week 2 due to the holy month of REamadan

starting in March_

We wounld like to thank vou for yvour support as we make provisions to enhance our students” personal and social
development and their innovation skills. Youwr feedback is wital, and we really appreciate our WSS Family. Term 1

was a huge success, please do forward any feedback and suggestions to your child’s

form tutor who will share this with onr ECA Coordinators.

Dietails gf the ECA activity opfions are balow:

Day:
Time:
Transport:

4:15pm

Dates:

19/02/25

Cost:
Registration:
Options:

Football

250 AED per term
On GEMS Parent Portal then complete htips://forms. office.com/r/3
One option each term from:

Badminton

Wednesday after school
2:30pm to 4:15pm
BET students will be dropped by bus, OT students can be picked up at

Mixed Sports

Term 2: 6 weels, every Wednesday, starting from 15/01,/25 until

glnhDVhZ6

Theatre

W55 Talks

Al | Coding
| Robotics

\[[2
w

BAMES.

& vk foathball
coaching progam with

4wk badminton
caaching pragram
with games.

Fined sports
induding cricket,
basketball as weell 2
yoga dasses.

Activities leading taa

perfromance during
o
the term.

fincludes, singing,

doncing, musior!

imstriments and
droma)

PEL task leading ta

[debates, Teadk, AL,

presantotions]

resentations by E week program using

students.

&

a range of educational -

rescurces enhanoe
kreowl edge of Al,

covmpetitions, Coding and Robotics.

week art project
enhance students
knowiedge and

SO,

BAMES.

& vk foathball
coaching progam with

4wk badminton
caaching pragram
with games.

Fined sports
induding cricket,
basketball as weell 2
yoga dasses.

Activities leading taa
perfromance during
the term.

fincludes, singing,

PEL task leading ta
presentations by
students.

[debates, Teadk, AL,

E week program using
a range of educational
rescurces enhanoe
kreowl edge of Al,

1o enhance studerts

6 week art project

knowiedge and

doncing, musior!
imstriments and
droma)

presantotions]

covmpetitions, Coding and Robotics.

SO,

W55 Foodies

W55 Media

Zumba
[girls only)

Action Research

Project

Flameless cooking,
nutrition supEort
ared rac pee
creations.
fmox 25 students)

[¥7-13 ooniby)
Students develop skills
which will suppaort them to
create mecdlia content. There
will b 3 focus om the
planning and design of
media campaigns ad
stsdents will be part of 2
team that will create
content for our school.
fmax 20 stualereis]

Fumiba ks a latin inpined,
fun, effective dance
workoart for students of all
ages. Each week a different
theme will be introduced
and the class will for girls
anly in our Junicrs Sparts
Hall
frrrax 20 students)

5 waeek Drogram where
students reseanch and
review 3 topic. This
ncludes writing a mind
research paper to prep for
University.
fF¥i1-13}

Junior Talks

Junior Al

72 only)
Supporting Junior students
o bl tiheir
communication, debating
and public speaking skilis. Tis
willl devalop stusdents’
confidence as well as critical
thinking and problem soking
sadlls.

(Y2 oniy]

& wank program
using KLFE0, VR
and DU o
Indroduce
stsdents to Al and
Raoiotics.
mox I0 shudents )

[max 20 stedents)




Whole School News; Term 2 Extra-Curricular Activities (ECAs)
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GEMS Westminster School
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Please complete the payment on the GEMS Parent Portal by 12:30pm on Wednesday 15® January 2025, This
will allow ws to distribute the students into groups for the various activities. Please note students will be allocated
groups on day one and requested to continue with their choice to complete the 6-week sessions planned.

*  Once classes with maximum student mmbers are filled, the option will be removed, or we may ask students to
choose an alternative.
*  Only complete the ECA choice link once payment has been made.

Key Points:

1. Parents pay on GEMS Parent Portal noder “Activities™. (please do not pay in tuition fees).

2. After pavment parents can use this link to enter thew child’s siudent details and ECA Choice:
hitps:/forms office com/t/3gUnhDVhZ6 fnse child’s eLearning acconnt details fe access the form).

3. Smdents will be allocated activity groups on the first day of ECA Programme.

4. Every Wednesday of the 6-week ECA programme, students will be guided to the Aunditorinm at the end
of the school day.

5. Teachers will come to the auditorinum; register and then escott their students to the allocated activity
area (maxmmum 25 students per teacher).

6. Students participating in sports can either wear their P.E kit to school or bring it with them and change at
school (younger students are advised to wear their P E kit and come).

7. Our ECA activities end at 4:15pm. At this point BBT sindents are taken to the anditorium and malke their
way to the bus area once they are ready. OT students will be dispersed from the OT areas as usual (please
do not come into the avditorivm).

g. Please note we expect students to continue with their chosen ECA activity for the 6 weeks as each
programme is designed with learning outcomes over this period.

9. Some of the sessions (e.g. Foodies or Al and Robotics etc.) have limited spaces. Once these are filled, we

will remove this option on the form.

‘Excellence Through Teamwork, Success for All°




Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

THE JOY OF GIVING

(') shall share the pictures taken )

have to donate the amount old toys and clothes to my class teacher. | am sure

A"'i;lyo::: g::l ur'eeazet:?gvt;:o l ' | would like to donate my 1 during the donation drive with I I
|[]

children who need them, when shared my classmates
B ' would be motivated too.

lam proud of |

you Amy.

Storyboard on Term 1 Assessment Preparation |,°
()
. *
‘ ﬂmlhmsmntom } 5| s
Mohamed, are you nce last week so that | will be |1 10 you ¢
ready for our Term 1 S o got goed mark thie Torm. |~ emails? What do you
0 Our teacher sent the think are the
| assessment topics The teacher sent emails to || || strategies or [,
\ and timetable for us | our parents for us to be study tips to [\
tobe aware of our | guided and be informed prepare for &
upcoming exams, lc;:;ﬂl:'m about our exams?
schedules.

| recieved the following: N

1. Assessment timetables —
and T1 Final exam topics.

2. Revision materials,

3, Home learning
__| worksheets,

Here are the tips:

1. Make sure to check the
teacher's email and
uploaded resources in the
phoenix classroom for our
revision purposes and
study guides.

2. Create your own study
guides and ask questions
during revisions.

3. Make sure not to miss
revision lessons and start
revising at home,

4, Reorganise your notes
and prioritise your study
time according to schedule.




Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

| will treasure 1 like the winter " So, during these Exactly, Lenon!
I:I; mwmf ﬁ mso'r; and we can Amazing thought, Lye:zr:l.lllalﬂ:eu::lyyo:u winter holidays we Y Yes, yoﬂ:;e right, ‘, Thank you for the
= = reflect many " . i can spend our ideas, | can also do
- ; by "ﬂﬂl"! my things happened llyl::! || zt 'l‘t'::'elm‘“ '::m”::d‘:::ﬁ g“ time with our We can read more | physical activities to
JLG} un i el to our lives. EeCicas o7 sertie. something great family and do the books, practise and keep myself active
Welcome to the Winter enough this year. under your teacher's best things to memorise the and healthy. Let's
break celebration! supervision, | am improve ourselves multiplication table, not forget to prepare
\‘ *‘; impressed of your to be ready to be and write a dia ourselves for the
Please tell me the 3 f! \‘ performance this term, back to school Loy upcoming GEMS re-
possible things that you r| )| You were able to next year. about our daily life's view of the school
can do during your o a4 complete most of your experiences. next year. We should
iday...... 1 tasks with an awesome = familiarise our CAT 4
o 3 presentation of work. | .« data, stanines, and

targets in different
subjects

Enjoy and have fun
to both of you!

Happy Holidays!!

That is nice to hear!! Do
pleasant, my family is ,\ % remember to complete your

planning for an adventurous ‘@Y% | home learning links and keep in

trip with family friends. )\ touch with the Read Theory.

As the weather is getting

Hello Students,
what are your
plans for the
A winter holidays? |

I am travelling to my
A home country to meet |z
my Grandparents.

\

= A
] <




Whole School News; Celebrating Eid AL Etihad 53, 26/11/24!




Whole School News; Celebrating Eid AL Etihad 53, 26/11/24!




Whole School News; Staff CPD & Wellbeing!

Staff Wellbeing Event, 28/11/24

” SLT-led Teacher CPD; Preparing for Inspection. |

(/4 The team unpicks WSS strengths & the evidence
LGl for this in relation to the Inspection Framework.




WSS Superstar Super SAM Champions, 29/11/24!

e SAMIAY i3

.
S Aem v (ooy e /\

Many thanks to our dedicated Inclusion Team & Mr. Deepak, who accompanied WSS students to the WSD ‘Super SAM’
fun event on Friday 29/11/24, over their weekend. Students had a great time engaging in creative & sporting activities.

Atthe end of this smeste, would ke o thankyou veny much for yourunmite suppart for our chilen and providng themwithan attectv school enironment and wonderulteachers! &

11
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WSS Superstar Yalla Schools Amazing Teacher Award Champions!

Congratulations to HOD
English Ms. Ayesha Aslam,
Ms. Maha Abdallah & Jun-
ior Teacher Ms. Kishwar
for being awarded an
‘Amazing Teacher Award’
at the Yalla Schools Amaz-
ing Teacher Award ceremo-
ny on 6/12/24. We  Are
proud of our teaching su-
perstars for ongoing contri-
bution to WSS students’
success!

N =
" 7 <1 ) )
6th December 2024
DUBAI - UAE.

G FRATERNITY IN UAE

nOF CELEBRATING TEACHIN
—







WSS Junior Section Term 1 Superstar Champions!

Thank you Ms Val
from Kinda. Sila & Kaleb.

Dear Miss Ringamphi,
Greetings!

First of all I weuld like to say Heartiest Congratulations to Miss Valerie and all WSS team for completing first term successfully. &
We appreciate all the hard work you do every day. The work that is seen and the work that is less apparent. We couldn't have asked for a better mentor.

The impact you have had on Kashaf is immeasurable. You have imparted so much more than knowledge you made her enthusiastic about learning. Your wisdom has been an inspiration to her
and to us.

Thank you for always holding her to the highest standard she could achieve. Teachers are irreplaceable heroes. @
Thank you so much to all WSS teachers and management team for all your hard work for this term| May you all rock and shine always! &
Wishing all of you joyful holidays &

Regards,
Sadia Farhan

15



WSS Junior Section Term 1 Superstar Champions!

Dear Ma'am,

Ihope you are all doing well. As my son, Muhammad |brahim Ali(Y1H2), ID-34843, prepares for his last day at GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL this Thursday, December 12, 2024, | wanted to take a moment to thanlk
all of you from the bottom of my heart for everything you've done for him and for us during this time.

A big thank you to Ms. Kishwar, his class teacher, for your dedication and kindness. You have been such a positive influence on him, and | truly appreciate the love and care you've shown. Ms. Mani, thank you for
all the support you've given. You have both made his learning experience so special, and | couldn’t have asked for better teachers for him.

To Ms. Shamail, | want to thank you for the lovely, encouraging stickers that my son loved so much! They always put a big smile on his face. | also want to say how much | enjoyed the activities you organized for
the kids and parents it brought us closer and made his school journey so much fun.

A special thanks to Ms. Valerie, the principal, and the entire school management for creating such a warm and welcoming environment. Your efforts have made the school a second home for my son, and we've
always felt that he was in safe and caring hands.

It's hard to say goodbye, but we will always cherish the wonderful memories from this school. From the amazing teachers to the friendly staff and his sweet classmates, everything about GEMS WESTMINSTER
SCHOOL, SHARJAH will always hold a special place in our hearts.

Thank you all once again for everything. Your hard work, love, and care mean the world to us.

Warm regards,
Aliza Rizwan.

Term 1 Superstar Awards for going
‘Above & Beyond!’




Junior Section News

Thank you Naimal (FS2H1) for sharing your cute videos. We love to see your developing
confidence, communication skills & character.

We have reached the last day of an incredibly busy, learning-rich T1. Happy holidays!




Junior Section News; FS2D1 Learning Activities!

FS2D1

Thankyou for your kind gesture " { e
i

N

- Thankyou for your token of ™
2 i ‘ r v b 3

with Ms. Nikhat and Ms. Afrox

FS2 D1 Term —
EndPartyDay 72 i

T L T ———ry -~
WSS Lovely Parent !! .

P NP P | CSCOLLAGE. .

18



Junior Section News; YID Learning Activities!

Y1 D1 wuth Ms. Beena and Ms Rahna

Y1 D2 with Ms. Sadiqga and Ms. Noora

,,,,

From teamwork to W
&\ creahvnfy-YlDZ
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities!

Y1F1 with Ms Alsha and Ms. Jamila

National day celebration .\ \=. ¥ u‘*"'. Sy % F@Eléy
i : \?) Vv g -

& .e, ; ng | .

_‘ -
N - ;
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Junior Section News; YI1H Learning Activities!

A T

Pk

] A (5%,
In this classroom every voice
matters and every idea
Learning beyond the counts!
four walls.

A" Learning about
'Because'

21



Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!

Y1S1 with Ms. Mariam and Ms. Nadia.

b *ﬂif el

‘; f fgfﬁﬁfﬁ
N WF

y/ > C.) ‘ /

® ,vy
‘é‘f/’ ’%E




Junior Section News; Y2D Learning Activities!

vith' Ms.Uzmatangl

\lc. Acl/ia
l\"/l )05 ,':-\\,;; i,vl e)

MS Millicent and MS Tahira Y2D2

et iy




Junior Section News; Y2HI Learning Activities!

Junior Section: Y2 H1 Learning Activities!

You're a Superstar

Amerded %

- = A
M a't

WSS Wellbeing Champion

Mordor Sacrion T Spwcwd Award

Crmgr s bt e

Energy conservation




Junior Section News; Y2HI Learning Activities!

Juniors Section News; Y2H1 Celebrations!

25




Junior Section News; Y251 Learning Activities!

Y251 With Ms. Sara & Ms. Fiza

26



Junior Section News; Y251 Learning Activities!

Yippee! Our marble jar is ptY
PP s

1252 wifhy bafiay
and ms. Catherin

--—-'--v- Afﬂ 7 7,. \
et L ) N g
"AY

a "“*{_'@xﬁ"‘ |
hS S ' Y

@PIC-COLLAGE
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WSS Primary Section Badminton Superstar Champion!

| @ WINNER @#Rs
eRUNNERUP TS S e e e

O

" LIONS SPORTS UAE mnumron},
GOLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 20%_ .
- Fy

B v ey - ‘

\ g f
U 9 GIRLS SINGLES U 11 GIRLS SINGLES
OLISHA GRIZZELLE HERATH

WINNER

WP MasTERS
=4 - .

o'e’ YONEX

2ND SUDHAKAR VEMURI UAE BADMINTON GOLD
JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP, DUBAI-2024

Congratulations to Badminton superstar Olisha
Grizzelle Herath (Y4H2), whose resilience & hard
~ work pursuing excellence in Badminton is paying off

in championship trophies!

Olisha is playing in UAE badminton ranking tourna-
ments & is currently ranked 1st (Champion) under
9s and ranked 5™ in the under 11s girls’ category. In
her recent tournament (November) held in Abu Dha-
bi, she was winner of the under 9s and runner up in
the under 11s. Her potential and passion for badmin-
ton are admirable & we are proud of her positive
mindset & resilience!

T |

”‘r e RUNNER UP

=

"2

CHAMPION 28




WSS Primary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions!

3
Cortidicate
Tln s b resify vhow
AUHAMMAD TAILS ALEYASIS

Congratulations to Muhammad Taha Ali Yasin (Y3S1)
who participated in the 12th International Abacus
Competition - Brainobrainfest, 2024, held in Dubai.

Nl A LTI S TR W W LTI U SRR

Term 1 Superstar Awards for going
‘Above & Beyond!’




WSS Primary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions!
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"" Selim won the (€U L] in West Asia
Karate € federation WAKF championship
for individual kata season 2024.“ Y6 BS
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Primary Section News

SCIENCE
EXPERIMENT

VIHAAN & VIVAAN

Thank you to Vihaan & Vivaan (Y4F2) for sharing their exciting & in-
teresting science experiment video on inflating a balloon without breath-
ing into it!

We have reached the last day of an incredibly busy,
learning-rich T1. Happy holidays!

:) Thanks Nabia for sharing your enthusiastic song video. We
have enjoyed all your Term 1 contributions to the Newsletter &
your learning. Huge thanks to Mum for all the behind-the-
scenes support & valuable contribution .

31




WSS Secondary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions!

Term 1 Superstar Awards for going
‘Above & Beyond!’
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Secondary Section News; Attendance & Punctuality On Report

Programme; for Character & Life Skills Development!

L1 R TP P L ] MTTET
GEMS Westminster School
LHMARIAH

Dear Parents/Guardians,

1171224

Subject: Student Success: Leave, Attendance and Ponctuality

As a school, we believe that character development & life slalls are the comerstone of a student's success,
both now m school & beyond mto their future career. Accountability, responsibility, self-discipline, smart
time management & punctuality are some of the critical life skalls that lead to future success & are reinforced
m school.

To support our students to develop these critical life skills, in the coming Terms we are prioritizing
punciuality & attendance at school. Not only does coming to school late or taking invahd absences result
mn disrupted learming, but it also teaches poor character traits.

From January 2023 we will be implementing a ‘Punciuality & Attendance On Report’ policy that wall
align with our existing Behaviour Policy.

= Expectations of School Attendance and Punctuality

1. Regular Attendance: Studentz are expected to attend school regularly unleszs they have an
approved, valid excuse (2.g., medical certificate, bereavement, HajjUmrzh, or an authonty
appointment).

2. Class Attendance: Students must attend all scheduled lessonz on time, without exception

Punctuality: Students should amive at school no later than 7:13 AN

4. Early Exits: taking Early Exit disrupts learning & should be aveided unless in an emergency

e

Criteria for being put on “Attendance and Punctuality On Report’

» Attendance below the threshold of 5% (without valid reasons).

* Frequent Lateness: A student is late three or more times In two consecutive weeks.

* Unexplained Absences: Accumulates two or more days of unexplained absences in a month.
* Freguent Early Exits; More than two per Term.

‘On Report’ Programme Guidelines
Stdents placed on the ““Attendance and Punctoality On Report’ programme zre required to adhere to

the following:

. Wizt the Success Center at the start of each Break for a check and signature (non-compliance
may result in the loss of privileges (e_g.. PE or team practice) or break detention).

. Mamtain and complete the *“Attendance and Punctuality On Report’ form during each lesson.

. Parentz must sign the *Attendance and Punctuality On Report” form daly.

33



Secondary Section News; Attendance & Punctuality On Report

Programme; for Character & Life Skills Development!

. Show the “Attendance and Punctuality On Report’ form to the Section Leadership/as
designated Team each moming.

Getting to school on time takes teamwork; we kindly request your support in remnforcing these expectations
at home. Together, we can help our students leam from their mistzkes, take responsibility for their actions,
and grow mto better versions of themselves.

Thank you for your confinued cooperation and support.

Warm regards,

W33 Management

WSS Secondary Section Term 1 Superstar Champions!

Term 1 Superstar Awards for
going ‘Above & Beyond!’




Secondary Section News; KS4 Learning Activities!

PROSPERITY CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS
AND GROWTH BY THE KS4 STUDENTS
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Winners of Debate competition and Elocution competition




