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Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

pates for Yeour Diary,

Details

Date
Dear WSS Parents, Open
We would like to wish | January

the rulers & people of |2025
the UAE a very happy &
blessed Eid Al Etihad 53

The online registration system for new seats for
the next Academic Year 2025-2026 has opened.
Enrollment assessment will start from January
2025, on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis. Since
seats are very limited, please register early to
avoid disappointment if you want new seats.

UAE National Day.

Mon.2/12/2
4 & Tues.
3/12/24

School closed for Eid Al Etihad (National Day)
holiday. Exams resume on Wed. 4/12/24.

From Wed.
27/11/24 to
Thurs.
12/12/24

T1 Exams

7:15am-12:30pm Exam Day Timings for full
school

Fri.
13/12/24 to
Sun. 5/1/25

Winter Break (3-weeks)

Mon. 6/1/25

First day of T2.
T2 fees due by latest first day of Term, thank
you.

Thurs. 26th
June

Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams

Thurs. 3rd
July, 2025

The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year.

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’
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The most important gifts
you can give your child are
a and the

that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey

Contents
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Find our updated Parent Hand-
book through this QR code.
Check-out school policies & pro-
cedures to be familiar & com-
fortable with our system.
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Whole School News; Meet the WSS Local Advisory Board

(LAB), 2024-2025!

WSS Local Advisory Body

(LAB)

Academic Year 2024-2025

Updated: 28/10/24
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M. Ranju Anand Mr. Darren Coulson Ms. Manal Thani
Senior Vice President LAB Chair WSS Parent Rep.
Schools Principal Sharjah Focus on Protection,
Focus on Achievement, Englizh School Care, Guidance &
Leadership & Focus on Teaching & Support
Curriculum Assessment

Mr. Ajit Moorkoth

Focus on Protection,
Care, Guidance &

Support

M. Aiysha Khan
WSS Parent Relations Executive

(PRE)

Focus: on Students’ Personal &
Social Development, Innovation
& Parents

AL. Christine McDermott
WSS Leaming Coach (LC)
Focus on Teaching

Mz. Valerie Thompzon
WSS Principal




Whole School News; Meet the WSS Local Advisory Board
(LAB) Role, Responsibilities & Function, 2024-2025!

1. ROLE and FUNCTION

The LAB functions primarily as an advisory board and holds an important strategic role in overseeing the
achievement of the school’s strategic aims and objectives, The LAB will:

e understand and uphold the school’s and GEMS vision and values.

e monitor, advise and support the school on matters of strategy and policy.

¢ help monitor the school’s standards and performance.

e support the school and the Principal and seek to provide wise counsel.

Members are a group of experienced and skilled individuals from diverse backgrounds, who add a great deal to
improve the school’s performance. Members are mindful of the role and responsibilities of the Principal, and
understand and appreciate the relationship of GEMS (the company) to the school.

The LAB is not involved in financial matters, appointing staff, the day to day running of the school, admissions,
individual issues or grievances, or any other matters which are the remit of GEMS or the school's leadership.

The school is a member of the GEMS Education group. The headquarters of the Group is located is Dubai, UAE
and operate through Premier Schools International LLC (the “Corporate Office “). The Corporate Office is
generally responsible for supporting the school financially and supplying human resources, legal support,
certain procurement and enrolment support.

The LAB assists with monitoring the activity and performance of the school by supporting the school's senior
leaders to be fully accountable for the school’s outcomes. Working in partnership with the school, the LAB
actively collaborates, engages and challenges the school through constructive dialogue at all times.
Confidentiality must be assured by all members of the LAB at all times,

4. RESPONSIBILITIES
The role of a governor is largely a thinking and questioning role, not a doing role
A governor is expected to :

a) contribute to the strategic discussions at LAB meetings which help determine:
¢ the vision and ethos of the school.
e clear strategic priorities and targets for the school
b) assist the school in the monitoring of their performance including:
e reviewing the outcomes of the school’s self- evaluation ( SEF)
e considering relevant data and feedback on school performance.
e listening to the school’s stakeholders ( i. e : students, parents, staff, local community, the
wider GEMS family ) to help inform advice and support given.
¢) upon request, serve on sub- committees, working parties, panels as appropriate, for example when a
new Principal is appointed.




Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad  (UAE National Day)
Celebrations, 26/11/24!
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad  (UAE National Day)
Celebrations, 26/11/24!
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad  (UAE National Day)
Celebrations—The Cultural Show, 26/11/24!

Huge thanks to the student leaders, student performers, parents, Emirati Team & Ms. Doaa Romih for working so hard to
make the WSS Eid AL Etihad show an entertaining & special treat for us all.

-




Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad  (UAE National Day)
Celebrations—The Cultural Show, 26/11/24!
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Whole School News; WSS Participation in the GCS Eid Al
Etihad (UAE National Day) Celebrations, 27/11/24!
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GEMS Education celebrates and recognises its Emirati
staff on occasion of Eid Al Etihad

The event, honouring the Cluster Emirati team with special service awards, was graced by the presence of GEMS Group
CEO Mr. Dino Varkey, SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn Stanbridge, GEMS Group Chief Education Officer Ms. Lisa Crausby OBE, a
MOHRE dignitary & Cluster school Principals. Our students performed a very nicely choreographed dance.




Sustainability Superstars; Junior Section ECO Report!
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GEMS Westminster School

SHARJAM

Junior Section ECO Club activities

We are focusing on
developing healthy

eating habits.

Sustainability goal: 3

We are actively
engaged in
conservation efforts.

Sustainability goal: 7
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Raise awareness about the importance of protecting
the environment.




Environment, Sustainability & Life Skills Superstar Champions!

With him.

B o
2 -

| cleaned the place
| | With my father and Cooperated

| placed the plastic
Materials in the
Designated
Place for recycling.

ility

to maintain Cleanliness.

IS our responsi

It

I Watered the rose | helped the cleaner
. Then, | him dat d
With water. N T

15 Sila (Y2F1)




Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

Thak you for brining in a big bag of empty
water bottles for recycling!

Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

EXAM PREPARATION AND WELLBEING

Thank you teacher for sharing these
Yes, teacher. | utilize the PowerPoint tips. We_are cqnhdent that t_hese
presentations, revision sheets, and It's crucial to take care suggestions will help us navigate

home learning worksheets for my . of your wellbeing too! through our exams smoothly.

preparation.

Make sure you get your daily dose of
exercise.
A healthy diet will provide energy to study
effectively.
Additionally, take time to relax your mind
and find happiness.
Don't forget to get adequate sleep, as it will
help your body rejuvenate.

T ™7

Students, I'm sure all
of you have already
begun preparing for
your Term  exams,

|

J
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KALEB RADIL PARANAYAPA-RANASINGHE
you won the Title of
v ¥ Gold Topper

()
(%) &
£,

at the
Dubai International Competition

Congratulations to Kaleb Para-
nayapa Ranasinghe (Y2F1), who
took part in an Abacus Competi-
tion on 23/11/24 and was award-
ed as a Gold Topper!

@ Brainobrain International Abacus Competition Festival
t Dubai, UAE

Dear Ms Fozia.,

Thank you so much for your email, it is well noted.

Iwanted to take a moment to express my sincere appreciation for your incredible support during Ms. Jennifer's absence.

Your patience, dedication., and ability to manage the classroom were truly commendable.

The kids responded so positively to yvour guidance, and I'm grateful for the nurturing environment you created during that time.
Your hard work did not go unnoticed, and it made a significant difference in the students’ experience.

Thank you once again for stepping up and ensuring everything ran smoothly.

We are fortunate to have you as part of our team!

Regards,

Sana
Saif's mother
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Junior Section News
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Thank you for your
super Life Skills vid-
eo. We love the mes-
sage, “Become a

Eiefi (,1,er of your own Adam (Y2F1) shared a super video about using posi-

tive words. The video shared some important character
traits too. Thank you Adam, good job!

e dOXTACAT
1 g At From Chidhood that T
N h.\uwn-u-*..b

Thank you to Naimal (FS2H1) for the super cute video relating the story ‘The
Very Hungry Caterpillar’ to the theme ‘Growth Mindset’. We learnt that the
caterpillar persevered until it became a beautiful butterfly!
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Junior Section News

Did you guess? That
hardworking and kind bird is
actually me, Adam Tarek!! | love
swimming, helping others,
spreading happiness, kindness
in the world, and face any
challenges bravely.

I’m happy to tell you this lovely
story!!

-~

Thank you to Adam Tarek (Y2F1) for sharing a super

project on ‘The Power of Words’.

g
ik S Every s*org [ fell has a litfle bit of me in it-
Adam Tarek Thank You for reaa/ing.’
Thank you Kinda (Y2F1) for Y2 Fl

your motivating video on
‘Positive Words’.

The Power of Helping Wings

This Trail
is steep!
Are you
okay back

Here, fake
my wing.
Il help
you up!

It's a bit
tricky. but I'm
trying my best!

The view is
beautiful

Thanks for
helping mel

Great job!
you're doing
Almost amazing!
therel I
can see the
top!

IT+'s for youl T
saw how hard you
worked today

Kindness makes

Really? That's so kind
everyone happy!

of youl

Celebrating UAE Day e || e || [y,
Ayza Nasir FS2S2
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Junior Section News; FS1H Learning Activities!

FS1 H Reading adventure with
parent

20




Junior Section News; FS2S2 Learning Activities!

UﬁE Celebratlon
. &'a 3l |

\
" B JPIEEO L LA

UAE Landmarks *
made by our kittle
stars! COLLAGE

FS2 S2 celebrating UAE National Day with Ms. Sarah and Ms.Maria
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Junior Section News; Y1 F Learning Activities!

Y1D1 with Ms. Beena and Ms. Rahna
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities!

Y1F1 with ,_M;S Aisha and Ms Jamila

Phonic lesson
. LE j“"":
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Junior Section News; YI1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!

Y1S1 with Ms. Mariam and Ms. Nadia.
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Junior Section News; Y2D Learning Activities!




Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities!

E> AL ETIHAD
WITH MS SABINA




Junior Section News; Y2HI Learning Activities!

You're a Superstar
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WSS Wellbeing Champion
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Junior Section News; Y2H?2 Learning Activities!

Happy irthday

M o
Lk
R1¥

r

2 Spell Check Champions L

{UNIMx

LB Teddy Goes Home =




Junior Section News; Y251 Learning Activities!

Y251 With Ms. Sara & Ms. Fiza
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Special thanks to Ey-
ad’s parents, who
sponsored special tro-
phies for our choir,
after their excellent
performance at the
Music  Festival. We
very much appreciate
teh positive teamwork
& thoughtful gesture.

| want to thank you and the entire WSS team for all the amazing activities and efforts put into the students’ learning and well-being.

Therecent Science Exhibition was wonderful. Both of my children enjoyed taking part, and the idea of using daily waste to create eco-friendly projects was very inspiring. It taught them the importance of sustainability§
in a fun and practical way.

We really appreciate the hard work and teamwork behind such events.
WSS is truly nurturing the students in every way, and we are proud to be part of this school.

Wishing you and the WSS family a Happy Eid Al Etihad!

Regards,
Parents
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

|

17/11/24, Alagmar participated in the 10th National Abacus Competition, organ-
ised IPA UAE an interschool event held at Crescent English High School Dubai.
He achieved the 3rd Runner-Up position and was awarded a trophy for his com- el
mendable performance considering the high level of competition at the national \JP(SEE “

2411 . 2029 =2

CI%BTIF ICATE

"My

Huge thanks to all our superstar students & parents for the magnificent Science &
Sustainability projects for teh exhibition this week. It really was an impressive event,
especially as the students were able to talk to confidently & knowledgeably about
their projects. It really was a reflection of our school vision, ‘Excellence Through

Teamwork; Success for all!’
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions!

Year 6 student Gerard proudly showcased his creative project, 'WSS Life Skillz,’
highlighting his thoughtful goals for the future and emphasizing the importance of
Gerard planning and perseverance.

Dojo Champion

United for Well-Being and Success!

Empowering the Future: Meet Our Year 6 BS Council Leaders!
This inspiring team of leaders is ready to make a difference, embodying responsibility and teamwork at its finest.

33



Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—
Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24!

WSS Primary Science Exhibition
2024-25 S

-
- -

Green Horizons: Science Driving Sustainability

25th November 2024

Venue: East playground
Time: 8:00am - 11:00 am

NABIA ASIF
Water Purification
Model
GR5Y6GS
SIR DHAYANCHAND
PAUL
SUSTAINABILITY
BEST OUT OF WASTE




Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—
Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24!




Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—
Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24!

Huge thank you to all
participating students
& parents for the

- fantastic Science &
Sustainability pro-
jects. Students were
able to talk about
their project confi-
dently & enthusiasti-
cally to other students
& staff. The Science

@ | Exhibition was an

3 impressive event,
showcasing students’
understanding of sus-
tainability goals &
scientific & practical
solutions.




Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—
Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24!




Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—
Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24!

7. WSS
W\' PRIMARY &0
SCIENCE EXH




Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—
Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24!
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Primary Section News; Social Studies!

/.

Social Studies Project

) §ooo MR
g gasaRast mi\\!--\ﬂ: ’

Y3 H2 With Ms. Saranya Prasad
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Primary Section News; Y5 & Y6 Cultural Activities!

Y5F1 students joyfully celebrated UAE National Day (Eid Al Etihad) at
WSS. They wore the colours of the UAE flag and shared traditional Emirati
food with their classmates and teachers.

FEARIAMAAN

Year 6 students enthusiastically celebrated UAE National Day, showcasing their pride and
appreciation for the nation's rich heritage through vibrant performances and creative
activities. Form Tutor Ms. Iram Y6 BS
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Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition!

Year 6 students in the science exhibition
displayed exceptional creativity and a strong
commitment to sustainability. Their projects
included innovative waste management systems,
recycling stations, and models of sustainable
cities and villages, offering practical solutions to
environmental challenges. The students explored
renewable energy through solar, wind, and
hydroelectric power and emphasized water
conservation with initiatives like rainwater
harvesting, drip irrigation, and wastewater
treatment. Projects such as zero-waste lifestyle
zones and sustainability posters promoted eco-
friendly living and raised awareness about global
warming. These young innovators truly embodied
the spirit of building a sustainable future.

* Year6
"Future
Scientists in
Action!"




Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition!

ental Sustainability

B ==
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Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition!

O -

‘ Science Exhibition Y6 BS
Green Horizons- Science driving Sustainability

"‘




Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition!

Year 6 students showcased their innovative ideas and scientific curiosity at the
Science Exhibition, 'Green Horizons—Science Driving Sustainability,” demonstrating
their commitment to building a greener and more sustainable future.
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions!

Dear Siji Ma'am,
| hope this email finds you well. | wanted to take a moment to express my gratitude and appreciation for organizing the recent quiz competition at school. It was a wonderful initiative that not only engaged the

students but also encouraged them to expand their general knowledge in a fun and interactive way.

Competitions like these are instrumental in fostering a sense of curiosity and learning among students. They provide an excellent opportunity for children to explore new topics, develop quick thinking skills, and
boost their confidence. It was inspiring to see the enthusiasm and teamwork displayed by my daughter and her team preparing for that competition.

I sincerely hope the school continues to organize such events in every term, perhaps even in other areas like debates, creative writing, or science challenges. These activities play a significant role in enhancing

students’ overall development.
Thank you once again for your effort in making learning so enjoyable.

P.S. Children are eagerly waiting for their prize.

Best regards,

Aneela Syed

BEST READER AWARD BEST CLASS AWARD (READING)

B Ty mw A
ép‘ﬁé Sy M ﬂ.a

PERIODICAL SEC.

.uu; ST R

Contidicans o
s Bevdon o Trvwd
———

Y8GD

Alya Tarek YS8GD
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Secondary Section News; English Dept. Character Day Awardees!
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Library Winners!

LIBRARY QUIZ COMPETITION WINNERS
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Secondary Section News; Flameless Cooking Winners!

‘KS3 CHEFS, FUELED BY FAMILY’
WINNERS OF FLAMELESS COOKING

Vitrw‘

L

|
L

5,4

Omar Imad, 1% Prize (KS3 Boys) YS8BD Fathima Aaqifa,1* Prize (KS3 Girls) YBGD

Hana Ahmed,2" Prize (KS3 Girls) YSGH Aleen Fatima,3™ Prize (KS3 Girls) YSGH
49




Secondary Section News; Fibonacci Day!

The Secondary Math Department of
WSS celebrated Fibonacci Day on 25tk
November 2024 with engaging
activities, including interactive sessions
and creative poster-making,
kighlighting the Fibonacci sequence’s
beauty in nature, art, and
mathematics. The event inspired all to
appreciate the karmony of Math in the




Secondary Section News; Fibonacci Day!

H{j ' ,{g
‘ FIBOMRGE
| e DR - , -
' - ’ Fibonacei Day in WSS celebrates
© e o) math's beauty through activities
P Y like creating and exploring
e 4 natures patterns, fostering
e ' creativity, curiosity, and
F%:.* FEh | g appreciation for mathematies
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Secondary Section News; Fibonacci Day!

| Fibonacciday

B Ul.\.'.:‘dia’,‘l ' | celebration in class

- || highlighted the
beauty of the

through engaging
activities creating
projects and
exploring its real
world applications




Secondary Section News; Secondary Library News!

DARY LIBRARY NEWS

BEST READING CLASS
AWARD BOYS -Y8BF

BEST READING CLASS
AWARD GIRLS -Y8GD

53



Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities!

KS3 students celebrated
UAE National Day with hands-on micro-bit coding activities.

™ = B

Teacher Incharge: Ms Seema Altaf

As part of our Eid AL Etihad 53
UAE by coding with ¢’Hour of
Code’ to create digital representa-
tions of the UAE flag.

Students also created exciting pro-
jects with micro:bit.

Y9BH students celebrated National Day
by coding creative digital representation of UAE Flag ==

54

with Hour-of-Code.

Teacher Incharge: Ms. Seema Altaf



Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Parent Engagement Workshop!

Ms. Sherin kick-started
the workshop with an
engaging and
interactive session on
effective strategies to
support students in
managing exam stress.

=t Ms. Anisha

to support
teenagers
effectively

~OMMON SOCIAL ISSUES AND
PROBLEMS THAT '?%o L
TODAY'S TEENS

AN

discussed how

pL— gl S——  f— teenage

Y11 PARENT ENGAGEMENT WORKSHOP

¥
’

An interactive
session enabled
the parentdss
to discuss their
concern

Ms. Rema gave
valuable insights
on "How to handle

and navigate

challenges”.




Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership!

[ SIXTHFORMGIRLS |

"A nation's greatness lies in its unity, its
strength in its diversity, and its heart in
the people who come together to
celebrate its story”

National Day Celebration

Galaxy S24 Ultra

Congratulations to
our Coupon Winners!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership!

N | B U A | R o

KSS NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATION (BOYS)

On 26th November, the KS5 boys enthusiastically
celebrated the 53rd Eid Al-Etihad.

This event was a meaningful tribute to the nation’s
unity and a memorable opportunity for the students
to honor the UAE’s rich heritage and achievements.
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