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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #15 

28th November, 2024 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
We would like to  wish 
the rulers & people of 
the UAE a very happy & 
blessed Eid Al Etihad 53 
UAE National Day.   

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Open 
 
January 
2025 

• The online registration system for new seats for 
the next Academic Year 2025-2026 has opened. 

• Enrollment assessment will start from January 
2025, on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis. Since 
seats are very limited, please register early to 
avoid disappointment if you want new seats.  

Mon.2/12/2
4 & Tues. 
3/12/24 

• School closed for Eid Al Etihad (National Day) 
holiday. Exams resume on Wed. 4/12/24. 

From Wed. 
27/11/24 to 
Thurs. 
12/12/24 

• T1 Exams  

• 7:15am-12:30pm Exam Day Timings for full 
school 

Fri. 
13/12/24 to 
Sun. 5/1/25 

• Winter Break (3-weeks)  

Mon. 6/1/25 • First day of T2. 

• T2 fees due by latest first day of Term, thank 
you. 

Thurs. 26th 
June 

• Last day of compulsory T3 Promotional Exams 

Thurs. 3rd 
July, 2025 

• The last official day for students for this aca-
demic year. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News; Meet the WSS Local Advisory Board 

(LAB), 2024-2025! 
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Whole School News; Meet the WSS Local Advisory Board 

(LAB) Role, Responsibilities & Function, 2024-2025! 
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) 

Celebrations, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) 

Celebrations, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) 

Celebrations, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) 

Celebrations, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) 

Celebrations, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) 

Celebrations—The Cultural Show, 26/11/24! 

Huge thanks to the student leaders, student performers, parents, Emirati Team & Ms. Doaa Romih for working so hard to 
make the WSS Eid AL Etihad show an entertaining & special treat for us all.  
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Whole School News; Eid Al Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) 

Celebrations—The Cultural Show, 26/11/24! 
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Whole School News; WSS Participation in the GCS Eid Al 

Etihad 53 (UAE National Day) Celebrations, 27/11/24! 

The event, honouring the Cluster Emirati team with special service awards,  was graced by the presence of GEMS Group 
CEO Mr. Dino Varkey, SPEA SIA Ms. Lynn Stanbridge, GEMS Group Chief Education Officer Ms. Lisa Crausby OBE, a 
MOHRE dignitary & Cluster school Principals. Our students performed a very nicely choreographed dance. 
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Sustainability Superstars; Junior Section ECO Report!
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Environment, Sustainability & Life Skills Superstar Champions! 

Sila (Y2F1) 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Thak you for brining in a big bag of empty 
water bottles for recycling! 
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Happy Birthdays!

WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to Kaleb Para-
nayapa Ranasinghe (Y2F1), who 
took part in an Abacus Competi-
tion on 23/11/24 and was award-
ed as a Gold Topper! 

Happy Birthday! Thank you so much dear 

parents for bringing healthy fruit treats 

to share with friends to support our 

‘Healthy Lifestyle’ Policy. 
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Junior Section News 

Adam (Y2F1) shared a super video  about using posi-
tive words. The video shared some important character 
traits too. Thank you Adam, good job! 

Thank you for your 
super Life Skills vid-
eo. We love the mes-
sage, “Become a 
Leader of your own 
Life”. 

Thank you to Naimal (FS2H1) for the super cute video relating the story ‘The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar’ to the theme ‘Growth Mindset’. We learnt that the 
caterpillar persevered until it became a beautiful butterfly! 
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Junior Section News 
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Thank you Kinda (Y2F1) for 
your motivating video on 
‘Positive Words’. 
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Junior Section News; FS1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; FS2S2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 



24 

 

Y1H1 Eid AL Etihad Celebrations, 26/11/24 

Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2D Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2F1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H1 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y2S1 Learning Activities! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Special thanks to Ey-
ad’s parents, who 
sponsored special tro-
phies for our choir, 
after their excellent 
performance at the 
Music Festival. We 
very much appreciate 
teh positive teamwork 
& thoughtful gesture.  
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Huge thanks to all our superstar students & parents for the magnificent Science & 
Sustainability projects for teh exhibition this week. It really was an impressive event, 
especially as the students were able to talk to confidently & knowledgeably about 
their projects. It really was a reflection of our school vision, ‘Excellence Through 
Teamwork; Success for all!’ 

17/11/24, Alaqmar participated in the 10th National Abacus Competition, organ-
ised IPA UAE an interschool event held at Crescent English High School Dubai. 
He achieved the 3rd Runner-Up position and was awarded a trophy for his com-
mendable performance considering the high level of competition at the national 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 
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Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—

Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24! 
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Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—

Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24! 
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Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—

Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24! 

Huge thank you to all 
participating students 
& parents for  the 
fantastic Science & 
Sustainability pro-
jects. Students were 
able to talk about 
their project confi-
dently & enthusiasti-
cally to other students 
&  staff. The Science 
Exhibition was an 
impressive  event, 
showcasing students’ 
understanding of sus-
tainability goals & 
scientific & practical 
solutions. 
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Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—

Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24! 
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Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—

Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24! 
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Primary Section News; Science Exhibition ,’Green Horizons—

Science Driving Sustainability!’ 25/11/24! 



40 

 

Primary Section News; Y3H2 Learning Activities! 

Social Studies Project 

Primary Section News; Social Studies! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 & Y6 Cultural Activities! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition! 
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Primary Section News; Y6 at the Science Exhibition! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 



47 

 

Secondary Section News; English Dept. Character Day Awardees! 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Library Winners! 
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Secondary Section News; Flameless Cooking Winners! 
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Secondary Section News; Fibonacci Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Fibonacci Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Fibonacci Day! 
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Secondary Section News; Secondary Library News! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities! 

As part of our Eid AL Etihad 53 
UAE by coding with ‘’’Hour of 
Code’ to create digital representa-
tions of the UAE flag.  

Students also created exciting pro-
jects with micro:bit.  
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 (Y8) Learning Activities! 
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Secondary Section News; KS4 Parent Engagement Workshop! 
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 



59 

 

Secondary Section News; KS5 Learning & Leadership! 


