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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #15 

 27th November, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
 
Wishing all our dear families a 
very happy, safe & blessed 
54th Eid Al Etihad National 

Day weekend & Winter Break. It has been a long 
Term, but together we have made it though success-
fully & your children have enjoyed some amazing 
learning & leadership experiences. Happy New 
Year 2026! 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
1/12/25 & 
Tuesday 
2/12/25 

• School closed for UAE National Day 54th Eid 
AL Etihad holiday. 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1. Students are expected to attend 
until last day. 

Monday 
5/1/26 

• First day of Term 2. 

• T2 Fees due, thank you. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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Whole School News; UAE Eid AL Etihad 54th National Day  

Celebration Entertainment by Students, 27/11/25!
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Whole School News; UAE Eid AL Etihad 54th National Day  

Celebration, 27/11/25!
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Whole School News; UAE Eid AL Etihad 54th National Day  
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Whole School News; UAE Eid AL Etihad 54th National Day  

Celebration, 27/11/25!
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Whole School News; UAE Eid AL Etihad 54th National Day  

Celebration, 27/11/25!

This amazing painting was created by our very talented 
artist & was part of our special Reception display to mark 
National Day Eid Al Etihad celebrations on 27/11/25.! 
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Whole School News; UAE Eid AL Etihad 54th National Day  

Celebration, 27/11/25!
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Whole School News; 100 Days at WSS Celebration, 26/11/25!
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Whole School News; 100 Days at WSS Celebration, 26/11/25!
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Whole School News; ‘We Promised...We Delivered…’  

The WSS T1 Excellence Plan Report!
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Whole School News; ‘We Promised...We Delivered…’  

The WSS T1 Excellence Plan Report!
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Whole School News; GEMS Youth Parliament, 25/11/25!

GEMS schools Youth Parliament  reps. Attended a session on 25/11/25. The session began with a briefing for students, fol-
lowed by a panel discussion on bullying and wellbeing led by Dr. Funke, the Corporate Head of Wellbeing. The senior session 
focused on discussing anti-bullying strategies and solutions to overcome bullying. Meanwhile, the Junior session was engaged 
in conversations on ‘Teach Like a GEM’ and ‘Stand Up-Speak Out’ initiatives. Both groups then presented their discussions 
and suggestions to the entire audience. The session concluded with an introduction to the next session on Artificial Intelli-
gence, followed by closing remarks and next steps delivered by Ms. Lisa, the Chief Educational Officer. 

Well done to Airah Nawaz (Y6GS) & Qazi Ali (Y12BS) for their contribution, & thank you to Ms. Swarupa for accompa-
nying & supporting. 



18 

 

Whole School News; Threads Offer!
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Whole School News; Staff CPD!

WSS is participating in SPEA’s AimHigher initiative, promoting meaningful links with local Higher Education providers. 
This is being supported by our dynamic School Improvement Advisor Ms Lynn, who is facilitating school-Higher Education 
links. Ms. Swarupa attended the HTC session  last week. The initiative aims to promote work-readiness, joint research & 
other projects to challenge our young learners beyond the classroom. 

On Friday 21/11/25, the Principal Ms. Valerie joined other 
GEMS Principal & Management at the GEMS Principals’ Exec-
utive. The Agenda included a review & share of best practice 
around the leadership of school development & Principals were 
addressed by The Education CEO Ms. Lisa & the Founder & 
Chairman, Mr. Sunny Varkey. 

WSS SLT attended another of Ms. Lynn’s Sharjah 
British School Cluster CPD leadership sessions  on 
25/11/25, this time hosted by SIPS & SES. The 
Agenda was around Curriculum Development & 
Enrichment to meet Individual Learning Needs. 
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WSS Admin Staff of Term 1 Superstar Champions!

Well-deserved special appreciation certificates for Admin members who have consistently gone ‘Above & Beyond’ this 
Term. 
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WSS Support Staff of Term 1 Superstar Champions!

WSS Admin Staff of Term 1 Superstar Champions!
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Congratulations FS2 S2, Y1 D2, Y1 H2, Y2 F, Y2 H2 and Y2 S2! You are the Pizza Party winners of this Term!  

Great job on consistently following the ‘Be a GEM’ expectations and positive behaviour management policy. 

Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

WSS Superstar Champions!
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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Happy Birthdays!

Junior Section News; Y1# Learning Activities!
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions—Teacher of T1 Awards!

100% Attendance! 

Special T1 Awards! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to our swimming superstar for 
winning 3 medals & 2 trophies! This reflects a LOT 
of hard work & dedication to excellence. Well done! 

This young su-
perstar learner 
is taking his 
first steps with 
reading & writ-
ing. He is work-
ing hard at 
home practicing 
with his Mum 
too! Well done 
Alauddin, Mum 
& Ms. Sharon 
for the perse-
verance, hard 
work & team-
work ! 

Assistant Teacher & Teacher of T1 Awardees! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions!
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Junior Section News; 100 Days at WSS Celebration, 26/11/25!

Our new joining families have now completed 100 days at WSS. We welcomed them to a special celebration on 26/11/25, to 
mark this ‘first of many’ mile stone. Thank you dear parents for your trust, teamwork & positivity! 
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Junior Section Leaders Reflection Breakfast, 25/11/25!

Our superstar young leaders reflected on what they have learned so far about leadership, WWW & EBI for next Term’s 
actions. Congratulations to all our Junior Leaders for their effort & hard work with their responsibilities so far! 
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Junior Section Leaders Reflection Breakfast, 25/11/25!

Our superstar young leaders reflected on what they have learned so far about leadership, WWW & EBI for next Term’s 
actions. Congratulations to all our Junior Leaders for their effort & hard work with their responsibilities so far! 
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Junior Section News; UAE National Day Celebration, 27/11/25!
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Junior Section News; UAE National Day Celebration, 27/11/25!
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!



36 

 

Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2D Learning Activities!

Y2D2 
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2H2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2S2 Learning Activities!
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WSS Primary Section Arabic Superstar Champions!

Certificate presentation to the students who won the Arabic Language Com-
petition, in recognition of their excellence and outstanding efforts in showcas-
ing their linguistic skills and creativity in using the Arabic language . 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions—T1 Special Awards!

Congratulations again to swimming superstar Mira on winning 
more medals. 
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Primary Section News; Learning Activities (General)!
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions—T1 Special Awards!

Congratulations to Za-
yan Ruhul (Y6BH) who 
participated in the Du-
bai Run 2025. He ran 
an impressive 16km! 
Well done Zayan, we 
are proud of your ef-
fort! 
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y5 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Learning Activities!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions—Special T1 Awards!
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions—Special T1 Awards!

Congratulations to Ms. Ayesha 
Aslam & Ms. Ghousia, Teachers 
of Term 1! 

SLT appreciated all our hard-working & committed Middle Leaders, without whom school would not move forwards. Thank 
you dear team for all you do! 
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Parent Voice!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Parent Voice!
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Secondary Section News; KS3 Parent Voice!



53 

 

Secondary Section News; KS4 UAE Eid AL Etihad National 

Day Celebrations, 27/11/25!
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Secondary Section News; KS4 100 Days at WSS!


