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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #15 

 14th December, 2023 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear WSS Parents, 
 

Thank you very dear parents for all 

your support of your child’s learning & 

to WSS over T1. Your engagement 

with your child & your support of 

school is so important to their success. 

Wishing you all a wonderful festive 

season. Happy Christmas to those who 

celebrate, & a very blessed, successful, 

healthy & Happy New Year 2024 to 

all!  

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 

 

Date  Details 

Sat.30th 
Dec. 2023 

• Online fee payment of T2 fees is strongly recom-
mended to avoid queues. However, the Cashier 
will be open for parent convenience, 8am-2pm 

Mon. 18th  
Dec—Mon. 
1st Jan. 
2024 

• School closed for Winter Break (2 weeks). 

• School opens on Tuesday 2nd January, 2024. 

• T2 Fees due by 2/1/24. Thank you. 
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Whole School News 

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 

 
3 

Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 
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10-12 
12 
 

13 
 
14-15 
 
 

Whole School News 
WSS Superstar Champions  

• UAE IGCSE Toppers for Maths, & Art & Design 

• PIRLS International Benchmarking Assessment  Champions 

• Century Tech Champions 

• Support Staff & Admin. Term 1 Superstars 

• Principal’s Selection for the SPEA Principals’ Council for 23-25 

• Admin Staff, Drivers & Safecor Superstar Champions of T1  

• Recycling Competition Superstar Champions 

• Staff CPD (Training) 

• Storyboard Top Tips; 1) The Joy of Giving, 2)  Making the Most 
of Winter Holiday Time 

• Happy Birthdays 
 

 
16-18 
19-20 
21 
22 
 

23 
24 
25-30 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions 

• Junior Superstar staff of Term 1 

• Junior Section Wellbeing Report 

• Learning Activities (General) 

• Learning Activities in FS2 

• Fun Party Day with Y1S2 

• Learning Activities with Y2 
 

 
31 
31 
31-32 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Superstar Champions 

• BRAINOBRAIN Gold Champion! 

• Primary Teachers Term 1 Superstars  
 

  
33-35 
35 
36 
 

37-38 
39-40 
 
41 
 

Secondary Section News 

• Century Tech Winners  

• KS4 Girls celebrating UAE National Day 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions (Class Superstars) 

• Secondary Teachers Term 1 Superstars 

• Preparing for Future Success; Mock 1 Examinations in full exam 
conditions 

• KS4 celebrating UAE National Day, 29/11/23 
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We are super-proud of Humayra (Top in UAE for IGCSE Maths) and Nameer (Top in UAE for IGCSE Art & Design) re-
ceiving Cambridge Outstanding Award at a special ceremony hosted in Dubai by the Cambridge Board. Congratulations to 
these superstar students, their parents & teachers! 

WSS Top in UAE Cambridge Board Toppers! 
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WSS International PIRLS Benchmarking Assessment Champions!
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WSS Century Tech. Superstar Champions! 
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During the final week of the Century Tech. Winter Cup com-
petition,  WSS KS2 and KS3 students answered around 
104,000 questions on the platform. This means, throughout the 
whole Winter Cup  competition, our students answered a fan-
tastic 588,000 questions! 
 
Based on WSS user-base, an average of 329.0 questions were 
answered per student, which puts WSS at 5th place overall in 
our category across the world — a magnificent effort indeed! 

Here is the Social media badge that was awarded to WSS stu-
dents as shared by the Century Tech team. Congratulations to 
the entire KS2 and KS3 team, & great teamwork between Pri-
mary & Secondary to share resources & ideas!! 

WSS Superstar Century Tech. Champions! 

On 13/12/23, SPEA hosted a 
meeting of Sharjah Principals 
to select the next Principals’ 
Committee. The Principals’ 
Committee works closely with 
SPEA & colleagues as an advi-
sory body & schools’ voice. 
Candidates presented their vi-
sion for the role to other Princi-
pals, followed by a vote. We are 
happy to share that  WSS Prin-
cipal Ms. Valerie was selected. 
 
We thank SPEA for their com-
mitment to engaging schools in 
dialogue relating to educational 
development & providing the 
opportunity for Principal voice. 

WSS Support Staff Term 1 Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Admis Staff Term 1 Superstar Champions! 

WSS Support Staff Term 1 Superstar Champions! 
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WSS BBT Drivers Term 1 Superstar Champions! 

WSS Safecor Security Term 1 Superstar Champions! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Well done & thank you to this 
little Sustainability Superstar, 
Seerat Rawal (FS2S2) who 
collected bottles from the 
roadside to clean up her envi-
ronment & help save the Plan-
et! 
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Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 
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Some of our MLT have signed up for the pres-
tigious UK-qualification NPQSL, designed for 
Middle Leaders to further hone leadership 
skills ready for career development. This was 
Module 2 on Evaluation for Change and Im-
provement which was held at GEMS Interna-
tional School on 7/12/23. 

The PD was insightful and helpful to increase 
awareness on personal style, and how to max-
imize situation flexibility.  

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions! 

Whole School News; Staff CPD! 
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips! 
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Happy Birthdays!
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Happy Birthdays!

Happy Birthday Nabia! Thank you for brining healthy fruit treats for your friends to support our healthy 

lifestyles policy! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Champions! 

Congratulations to swimming Superstar Ibrahim Mohd  
(Y1H1) who has achieved first place in a Swimming com-
petition! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Teacher & AT Champions! 
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WSS Junior Section Superstar Teacher & AT Champions! 



21 

 

Junior Section News; Wellbeing Report! 
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Junior Section News 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities with FS2D1! 
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Junior Section News; Fun Activities with Y1S2, 14/12/23! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities with Y2D1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities with Y2D1 & Y2H2! 



27 

 

Junior Section News; Learning Activities with Y2D2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities with Y2F2! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities with Y2H1! 
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Junior Section News; Learning Activities with Y2H2! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Champions! 

Arbiya Hasan (Y4F2) won a Gold certificate 
in the 25/11/23 BRAINOBRAIN Abacus 
competition.  2,000 children from 14 coun-
tries participated & she won Gold!! Arbiya, 
we are very proud of you! 

WSS Primary Section Superstar Teacher Champions! 
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WSS Primary Section Superstar Teacher Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Century Tech. Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Century Tech. Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Century Tech. Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Century Teacher Superstar Champions! 
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WSS Secondary Section Century Teacher Superstar Champions! 
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Secondary Section News; Preparing for Future Success; 

Mock 1 Examinations! 

Mock exams serve as an invaluable tool in the preparation process for Cambridge Board examinations by providing students 
with a realistic testing experience, helping them identify weaknesses, and allowing for targeted improvement in both 
knowledge and exam-taking skills.  

Ensuring that school maintains a high level of examination practice helps school protect its Examination Board Centre Ac-
creditation for the benefit of our students & convenience of our families.  To maintaining the important status of a Cam-
bridge Examination Center, they require full adherence to best practice guidelines, protocols, integrity and standards set by 
the Cambridge International Examination Board & others. 
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Secondary Section News; Preparing for Future Success; 

Mock 1 Examinations! 
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Secondary Section News; WSs Celebrates UAE National Day, 29/11/23! 

As a part of UAE National 
Day celebration at WSS on 
29/11/23, KS4 boys created 
a UAE corner in their form 
class to express their love 
& respect for UAE. 


