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Message from the
Principal/CEO
Ms. Valerie Thompson

Dear WSS Parents,

Thank you for your ongoing
support & hard work sup-
porting your children’s re-
vision & exam prepara-
tion—only a few more days
to go!

pates for Yeour Diary,

Date Details

Monday Term 1 exams. Whole school on exam timings

17/11/25- 7:15am-12:15pm until end of Term.

Thursday

27/11/25

Thursday WSS celebrates UAE National Day. Students

27/11/25 may come dressed in UAE national dress or fl g
col urs & bring traditional food to share with
friends (optional). As per the Authorities, no
flags to be represented on food. Thank you.

Monday School closed for UAE National Day.

1/12/25 &

Tuesday

2/12/25

Thursday Last day of T1. Students are expected to attend

4th Decem- until last day.

ber

Monday First day of Term 2.

5/1/26

T2 Fees due, thank you.

as part of our Anti-Bullying Week. This cele-

brates individual differences!

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwor

& | | WSS celebrated Odd Socks Day on 19/11/25

Success For All’
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The most important gifts

you can give your child are

d

and the
that will guide them
through life

Sunny Varkey

Newsletter Contents

Thank you Nabia
for sharing your
singing video. We
loved the confi-
dence-building per-
formance!

Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.
Check-out school policies & pro-
cedures to be familiar & com-
fortable with our system.
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone!

Noticing someone's effort inspires
them to keep giving their best.

keep going.

How can | show others that their efforts mattar? How can | make saying thank you a regular part of my day?

Y Said Whole School News;,
ou Said, p o

Many parents requested increased awareness and arent VOIce You
more proactive measures to address bullying. Salod We Did [Y)

WSS successfully organised Anti-Bullying Week across the
school, engaging students through a variety of meaningful
activities. These included special assemblies, Odd Socks
Day, poster-making sessions, debates, and class
discussions.

Together, we are committed to building a safer, more,
supportive, and inclusive environment for every child.




Whole School News; Safeguarding Awareness Flyer!

EDUCATION

ENERGY &
NICOTINE

POUCHES

WHAT PARENTS
NEED TO KNOW?

WHAT ARE THESE POUCHES?

Energy and nicofine pouches have become increasingly popular among teenagers. These small white pouches are placed
under the lip and absorbed through the gums. Although they may look harmless, many contain high levels of caffeine or
nicotine—both unsafe for children and adolescents.

NICOTINE POUCHES TWO MAIN TYPES ENERGY OR CAFFEINE POUCHES

» Confain nicotine, the same
addictive substance found in
cigarettes and vapes.

» Marketed as “tobacco-free” or
“smoke-free,” which may create a
false sense of safety.

» Can lead to addiction, mood
changes, difficulty concentrating,

and increased risk of heart and :
gum issues. d

» Contain high amounts of caffeine or
stimulants like taurine, guarana, or

vitamins.

» Advertised as “energy boosters” or
“focus enhancers.”

» May cause rapid heartbeat, anxiety,
restlessness, and sleep disturbances—
especially in young people.

» Often sold online with little or no
age restriction.

WHY ARE TEENS DRAWN TO THEM? IMPACT ON HEALTH & WELLBEING
» Heavy promotion on social media Nicotine and high-dose caffeine can affect
platforms such as TikTok and Instagram. the developing teen brain, influencing:

» Seen as a “trendy"” or “safer” alternative
to smoking or energy drinks.

» Offered in appealing flavors like mint,
citrus, coffee, and fruit.

» Focus and atfention

» Sleep patterns

» Heart rate and blood pressure

» Mood regulation and stress response

» Peer pressure and curiosity about new

stimulant products. These effects can interfere with leaming, emotional wellbeing, and overall health.
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP?

» Start the conversation early. Ask if » Stay aware, Keep up with OUR SHARED RESPONSIBILITY
your child has seen or heard about online trends and speak We value our partnership with parents
these products with school staff if you have in promoting student health, wellbeing,
» Share the facts. Explain that these concermns. and safety. By staying informed and Q_
pouches are not safe or approved » Seek support, School nurses, keeping open conversations at home,
for teens, counselors, and safeguarding we can help students make healthy,
» Model healthy habits. Encourage staff can offer confidential responsible decisions. For support or A
sleep, hydration, balanced eating, guidance more information, please reach out to
and exercise for natural energy. the school counselor or Designated
Safeguarding Leads.




Whole School News; WSS is a Health-Promoting School!




Whole School News; Odd Socks Day, 19/11/25
Celebrating our Differences as Part of Anti-Bullying Week!




19/11/25

Day,

Whole School News; Odd Socks

Celebrating our Differences as Part of Anti-Bullying Week!
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Whole School News; Odd Socks Day, 19/11/25
Celebrating our Differences as Part of Anti-Bullying Week!

- |

Odd Socks Day was a fun way to reinforce the importance of valuing our dif-
ferences, & that individual uniqueness should be embraced & celebrated.
Often bullying occurs when someone is perceived as ‘not fitting in’ or
‘different’, so Odd Socks Day shares an important message of acceptance.




Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!

WSS Be a GEM Superstar Champions—Parent Voice!

Dear Teachers,
Good day.

We sincerely appreciate your recognition of Jeshwika's positive behavior in class and the behavior points added in the classroom app. Seeing her efforts acknowledged with such thoughtful comments truly means a lot to us. You
encouragement, patience, and support are helping her grow with confidence and kindness each day.

Thank you for the time and care you dedicate to her progress and for creating such a nurturing environment.

Warm regards,

Parents of Jeshwika

10



Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!

Mohamed,
have you
prepared

already for our Our teacher sent the
Term 1 a1 Yo N S . assessment topics A
assessment? | o N and timetable for
~ £ guided and be informed

' our upcoming
”‘.I_. > / 11 | accordingly about exams.
= ‘ & | i | e A | recieved the following:

= |5 Didyoucheckthe |
emails?

Here are the tips:

1. Make sure to check the
e teacher's email and
o4s__| uploaded study materials
in the phoenix classroom
for the exam contents and
schedules.

I’ What do you
think are the
strategies or
study tips to

- o The teacher sent emails to
ve—] our parents for us to be

2. Create your own study
guides and ask questions
during revisions.

and T1 Final exam topics.

2. Revision materials.
3. Make sure not to miss
revision lessons and start
revising at home.

3. Home learning
worksheets.

4, Reorganise your notes
and prioritise your study
time according to schedule.

Fuel for my mind and
body, a healthy snack,
and then it is playtime.

vou're developing important life
skills - time management, and
discipline. Il pay off, not just in

0 exams but in everything you do.

It's time to defve into the revision g
PowerPoints, tackle the home learning Thanks, Mom, Dad.
worksheets, and go through the related Alex, Your dedication to your I want ‘°":"°¥°"
topic-specific PowerPoint presentations, studies and maintaining a proud.

ensuring completion within the designated routine is commendable.
time frame I've set. -

11
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Whole School News; Staff CPD!

cllest S

UPSKILL YOUR STAFF WITH

NCFE CACHE COURSES
£ CPD WORKSHOPS
o O

n-

CHILDCARE TRAINING
FOR HOME & NURSERY

The Medical Team attended GEMS Annual Medical Team meeting on 15/11/25 at DAA led by Dr. Mirrah and Mr. Nauman
Ali Khan, who appreciated the dedication, care and efforts by medical teams across GEMS schools.

WSS SLT joined other Sharjah schools’ SLT for a Strategic Leadership CPD session at the School of Creative Science on
19/11/25.

13
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~\Xk Family First Junior News; ‘Read Like a GEM’

[AMILY TIRS | Ambassadors!

Vﬁ il e AT \v"

Y

2 ad

Many thanks to amazing super-mums of Anaya (FS2S2), Archer (FSD1), Rayan (FS2H1) & Ibrahim (FS2H2), some of our
‘Read Like a GEM’ Ambassadors. The children are thoroughly enjoying their interactive reading sessions.

15



~\Xk Family First Junior News; ‘Read Like a GEM’
&y Ambassadors!
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Many thanks to amazing super-mum of Kayan for her enthusiastic participation in Odd Socks Day on 19/11/25 & mum of
Balaj (FS2S2) a ‘Read Like a GEM’ Ambassador. The children are thoroughly enjoying this parent participation!

Team Lead

hank you to our WSS (FS) parents fdl:Joining us for the Reaing
Adventure and for giving your valuable feedb@ck about [‘ 1

z 4 od . . '
experience ‘ 0, o R i ¢
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Junior Section News; F'S2 Learning Activities!

FS2 D1 with Mr. Shuj talking about odd
socks: that even though we look
different, we are the same, and we
respect each other.




Junior Section News; YID Learning Activities!

Y1 D1 WIth’MS Beena and Ms Rahna




Junior Section News; YI1H Learning Activities!

P

Y1 H1 with Ms. Mariam and Ms. Nadia

Odd socks day 'r : "
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!

Y151 with Ms. Rajina and Ms. Mani

Learnlng in'class!
%f\" '4 '“
Al
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Junior Section News; Phase One Teachers & Y1 Leaders
attended the Eyes CPD!

Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!

P——e— WA >

Y2S2-Class act|V|t|es with Ms Sabiha and Ms Benll

Rewswn . =




Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!

Y2F with Ms. Mangala & Ms. Fiz
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We got Teddy this
time
A WSS Wellbeing Champion

Jun 2Ction SLT Special Award

gratulations!

coming homeLue
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!

Soclks Day

— i 6 = . Pt B

ey ’

oy

1 \2B1 With M. Uzn‘l ant‘Vl ’ — am

MS. MILLICENT & MS. TAHIRA

*_.‘ ““ ' TR 5 ‘
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to superstar gymnast Karmen (Y5D2),
who recently participated in the Dubai Open Gymnastics Acade-

my Competition and achieved First Place in her category!

24

Congratulations to swimming superstar Mira (Y3D1)
who wone multiple medals in a recent swimming com-
petition.




WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions!

) | ashliyl Glelil] cLis 6592
KALBA BEACH GAMES

Congratulations to Adam Elsawy (Y6BS), who represented the UAE in an international beach karate championship held in
Kalba. He impressively earned second place in the competition! We are super proud of you, Adam!




Primary Section News; Y5 Anti-Bullying Activities!

Year 5 participated in the Anti-Bullying Campaign by creating posters promoting kindness and
respect. Students also wore colourful, mismatched socks to support the message of celebrating
differences and standing together against bullying.
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Primary Section News; Y6 Anti-Bullying Activities!

| Y6 BD took part in a meaningful Anti-Bullying activity,
| promoting kindness, respect, and positive behaviour among

As part of our school’s Anti-Bullying initiative, Year 6 GF
participated in activities that promoted awareness, compassion, and

27



Primary Section News; Y6 Anti-Bullying Activities!

Anti-Bullying activity
- Y6 GH & Y6 GS e




WSS Secondary Section GEM of the Month Superstar Champions!

GEMS Westm nster S(hool
- l -

}ls: Gemomuemi }m cemomnmm7 szs cemom.emns }ss cemomem{ }m cemomnm{

‘ = ‘
Omar Hassan Mohamed- Y8BH R LA Karas Ayman Fekrey- Y8BF
[ — (g — (N — ~ (N —

v

gfj\/l of the montﬁ
@kRs3

_ KS3-Gem of the month _ KS3-Gem of the month  KS3-Gem of the month

iy =
rl-l-oor Mahmoud Jehad- Y7GH A Abrish Naveed- Y7GS 1
. KS3-Gemof the month  KS3-Gem of the month
~ 7 -

\ cshal Mariyam Fizal- Y7GF :I \ ‘rA-I_een Batool YOGH |
4 S— 4 1
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Kenisha Vikram Parekh - YBGH 1>




WSS Secondary Section GEM of the Month Superstar Champions!

rsm? FadIH ha vses \> = x—-”"*\
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rFarhan Ahmed Ra

Maied Maid Amin- YoRH s
AR T TN,

: \ rEmad Khan Muhammad-
r
Shayan Haroon Moeen- Y9BS | VR =
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Ganatalla Shady- Yg GD ‘>

"m'Gemoflheth::i

Karas Ayman Fekrey- Y8BF )‘
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WSS Secondary Section GEM of the Month Superstar Champions!

GEM of the month @TERM 1 @KS3 Teachers

Month of September Month of October

Month of November

00 AN ks gl Uk Asisre
GEMS Westminster School
¢ Wee:

~
}Kss-oemom.emonm?

GEMS Westminster School
' suadh

~
" KS3 - Gem of the month

rBincy Poovull;thi o

aryradlé.zﬁ'oms

< "N
GEMS Westminster School
' ol

S v
" KS3-Gem of the month
£ (Teacher) EN

rRoopa Nair Sajeev \ :I
—_— - ~
‘ aryra té tonf ‘
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Family First; KS3 Parent Voice!

TAMILY FIRS I

MOHAMED MAHMOUD MOHAMED ABDALLA FAHD ABOELAZIM ELSAYED MOHAMED
ELENANI-Y3BH = < SHABAN-YSBS

Dear Ms. Ambika
SINCETEl Tyt JOUTEFOTS & orahneyS eceiving o concerns i such paence and undersending, Il appresatethevwayjou handlessuesand ol

0 Support e stugents,

Dear Mr. Steaphan,

Thank you so much for your kind letter and continued encouragement of Mohammed. | am delighted to
hear that he is demonstrating positive behaviour and maintaining respect and cooperation at school, ourdcicaton and Kind atcech ki fftence, and ey el oryourcontiuous suppor
Thank you for your efforts and ongoing support. We wil continue to reinforce the values and habits that

. Thank you somuch for sharing the file. Really apprciate your effort and support —you're always so kind and helpful.
elp him progress and succeed at home,

FAHD ABDELAZIM ELSAYED MOHAMED SHABAN-Y3BS "
Dear Ms. Anaswara YﬂuR S“PPURT

Thank you for everything you have done for Fahd. | truly appreciate your dedication and effort. | know ) | ]NSPIRES “s
you will continue to guide him with care and excellence. You are truly inspiring and make a wonderful .

o EVERY DAY-
Dear Ms. Anaswara _’ THANK YI]I], K33

Thank you very much for your kind response and helpful guidance.
| truly appreciate your continuous support and dedication to Fahd’s learning. ) ARENTSI

Dear Ms. Anaswara
Thank you for everything you have done for Fahd. I truly appreciate your dedication and effort. [ know you will continue to guide him with care and excellence. You are truly inspiring
and make a wonderful difference.

KASHAF ALl MUHAMMAD YDUSAF- KASHAF ALl MUHAMMAD YOUSAF-
YSBH . YSBH

k2l Teacher @Steaphan Jafhamna Dear all teachers
Thank you 5o mich for your ird roogrton of Kashat WS behevior and affude. N/ | amfaiher of Kashal A | Year 9BH | 5953,

Wevil vt o encnrae i athome gl ese v an row i atesonsle and e il warted o take a moment o express my hearte ratude forthe ncredibie dedicaton and efot
) b v you have put into teaching my child. Your commitment to their education has been truly remarkable,
Y support means ageatious. and | have seen significant improvements in both their academic performance and mental capacity.

Have a great g WE DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE TRUST

AND ENCOURAGEMENT FROM DUR K53
Heartfelt thanks to our K83 parents PARENT COMMIUNITY
for their unwavering support and
Kind words.

IBRAHIM AHMED-Y9BH WARD AYMAN HASAN-YSBH

J Thanks alot Mr. Steaphan.
Thank you for your kind message. - It works..
We're very happy to hear that lorahim is doing well and showing good behavior and leadership.
We truly appreciate your support and encouragement
|brahim's parent

Appreciate your care and support..

Regards

32



[FAMIT YIRS |

A MOVEMENT OF LOVE AND CARE

Family First; KS3 Parent Voice!

Mariam Ammar-Y7GH

Dear Ms. Biny, . )( ™ ! ; A

\\ = |
Thanky0u 59 much or your thoughfulmalandforapprecietng ur child'sefotsmscience. Ity means 21t know tht ther cunosty and ||!a‘|:n
s e being naticed. We i veryhappy 1 e them enjoying el Lassors, and welkow thatyour encours

ioein eeping them mitiated

Wil value he time, paence, and uidance eu ghe tyour students. Your support ool helpsthem grow i their studies but aso buidstheirconfidnce
andove oreaming. We il continue o enoousags ourchid at home so that they can keep buikdng on the poggess hey e making n class.

W smcerely thank you oeyourkinwords,and w ook Frwed 1 singourchildcontinue eam an ourishunderyour guidance.

Wam egards,

Hivaaza [parentof marizmammary7 )
REALLY TOUCHED BY THE

APPRECIATION FROM OUR K53
PARENTS

Vamshika-YoGH

Dear Ma'am,

Thank you so much for your kind words and encouraging fesdback. We sly happy to hear

that our daughter is doing well in Science and enjoying the learning process.
We deeply appreciate your guidance, support, and efforts in nurturing her interest and
confidence in the subject. Your recognition means a lot and motivates her to keep giving her
best,

Looking forward to her continued Erowtn under your mentorship, Thank you once again?

Sandhya Santhosh
Mother of Vamshika

Geet Kaur-YsGD

Dear Ms. Ouseph,

Thank you so much for sharing this positive feedback about Geet. We are delighted to
hear that she is settling in well, engaging actively in lessons, and growing in confidence.

Your encouragement and support mean a lot to us, and we truly appreciate the effort
you are putting into making her transition smooth.

Hoor Mahmoud Jehad -Y7GH
Dear Teacher, /

Thank you so much for vour kind message. Tirly appreciate your encouragement and the support you give my daughter. It means a lot
10 us to know that she is progressng well and enjoying ber time in class,

Thank you for your hard work and dedication. We are grateful for everything you do.

Regards,

Reem

33

Nouren Mohamed-YSGH

Dear Ms Bincy

Good moming thanks alot or this supportive,and mofivating words

Thanks for the explanation alwajs to Nouren toclarify er questions thet make hesub]ec more easyranden]u ahle
e really appreciate youreforts

Thanks once again and hope that Nouren will achieve the best eve!

Regards
Radwa Fahmy

FEELING TRULY GRATEFULFOR
THE KIND WORDS AND SUPPORT
SHARED BY OUR KS3 PARENTS

Shady-YoGD

Dear Mrs.Jini,

Greetings.

Hope you are doing well.

Thank you so much for your kind words and for acknowledging Ganatallah's eforts. We truly appreciate your
continuous support, guidance, and encouragemaent, which play & huge role in her progress. We are grateful
for your dedication and the positive learning environment you provide,

thanks for your efforts and continuous cooparation.

Best regards,

Amna Syed-Y8GH

I am glad that Amna has already started making her mark n the new academic year.

Thank you to the entire leadership team for teaching such sense of responsibilitias to our naw generation,

THOUGHTFUL &ND KIND
WORDS FROM OUR KS3
PARENTS.

Sham Khaldoun-Y7GH
DcarHiss i,

4 1 &
Thkyousomuchforyour el s, el et ndhesd s ey urcss,andogehel v co et

o0 g e s,

Regas,




Family First—KS5 Parent Voice—Parenting Skills!

[FAMIT YIRS |

A MOVEMENT OF LOVE AND CARE

KS5 PARENT PARTNERSHIP -
PARENTING TIPS

We discuss and encourage our teen

We encourage open

to set yearly, monthly, weekly, and
daily goals, along with an action
plan that includes a balanced daily
schedule — covering study time,
playtime, and limited screen time.
We make sure the plan is realistic
and helps them stay focused while
also enjoying their day.

communication at home by talking

openly about our thoughts, ideas

and feelings. Everyone gets a

chance to speak, and share their

opinions. we listen to each other

with respect. We try to solve

problems calmly and make sure no

one feels ignored

Y12-BH

To keep them motivated, we

appreciate thair effort

My biggest challenge
is that instead of being
strict with my children,
| tend to stay calm and
patient.

their achievements

treating them to their favorite food

taking them out for a fun outir

giving them some extra time to play
their favorite sport. This positive

reinforcement helps them stay

disciplined and excited about

reaching their goals

34



Secondary Section News; 100 Days at WSS!

KS4 GIRLS 100 DAYS-
GLOW & GROW

Fatiha Qasim

Y10 GF

Kate Joanne - YIOGH

As KS4 newjoiners, reaching
‘ ¢

\ the I()l!-ll'.l.\ mark is a
& moment to appreciate how
much they have grown oy £
academically, socially, and ‘J
p('l'\()n:l“_\. These first y.
months have helped them
adjust to new routines, build
l"""illcn('l‘. ;lll(l cConnect ’
with classmates. Their 100-
days reflection form is a
chance to look back ar the R ——
challenges they faced. the Y10 6F

u('llil‘\‘&'lll(‘l‘ll st IIC_\ ca l’"(‘(l.
Hadeel Osman
Y106D
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Secondary Section News; ‘Be a GEM’ Routine 4!

BE A GEM

BEHAVIOUR ROUTINE 4

Aoty Aser L AEve Whe”

Be a GEM - Routine 4:
Ready to Learn! Students participated
in the ‘Active Ears, Active Minds'
activity to understand and practise
active listening, reflecting on
behaviours that help them stay
attentive and focused during lessons.




Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning!

KS5 Mock Examinations Begin:
Step Up, Show Up, Level Up

Our Sixth Form students have officially
entered mock exam season — a key
milestone on their path to A-Level
success. This is their moment to sharpen
focus, test their readiness, and prove to

themselves just how far they’ve come.

Courage, commitment, and
consistency... that’s the KS5 way.




Secondary Section News; KS35 Integrity—Anti-Cheating Pledge!
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Anti cheating pledge : KS5 boys

A step toward responsible citizenship—our students proudly recited the
Anti-Cheating Pledge to reinforce fairness and academic integrity

Our KS5 girls took the Anti-Cheating Pledge - a clear, confident commitment to honesty,
fairness, and personal accountability. No shortcuts, no excuses, no “just this once.” They
pledged to uphold academic integrity in every assessment and to set the standard for
younger students. Proud moment, powerful message.

KS5 shows us what real leadership looks like.
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KS5 Leadership & Learning—Career Readiness Sessions!

CAREER READINESS WEEK FOR SIXTH FORM STUDENTS

Career Readiness Week featured a series of events designed to support students—especially
those in Sixth Form—as they prepare for university and future career pathways. Sixth Form
students led informative sessions under the guidance of Ms. Anisha (Career Counsellor)
covering application processes, entry requirements, timelines, visas, scholarships, tips,
common mistakes, and post-study opportunities.
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KS5 Leadership & Learning—Career Readiness Sessions!
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The countries covered included UAE, USA, UK, Australia, Canada, Germany, and

Egypt. With over 200 students registering for sessions based on their country of
interest, the workshops were very well received and helped students gain clarity and

confidence about their next steps.
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Forging Links with Higher Education!

SHARAKAH PRINCIPALS AND COUNSELORS’ APPRECIATION DAY
AT THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF SHARJAH

Our GC, Ms. Anisha, had the opportunity to attend
the prestigious event, which featured key
presentations on grants, scholarships, and
academic support, along with an inspiring
address by H.E. Ghanim Al Falasi. Sharakah
Scholarship recipients shared their reflections which
added meaningful perspectives.

GEMS Westminster School - .\hurjuh

AUS has remained one of our top destinations
over the years, and WSS was acknowledged for
its valuable partnership with the university
through the Sharakah Scholarship.
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Ms. Anisha with Ms. Hala Al-Jundi, Executive
Assistant & Sharakah Program Officer,

Office of Executive Director of Enrollment
Management at AUS.




