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GEMS WESTMINSTER SCHOOL, SHARJAH 
Newsletter  Issue #14 

20th November, 2025 

Message from the  

Principal/CEO  

Ms. Valerie Thompson 
 

 
 
Dear WSS Parents, 
Thank you for your ongoing 
support & hard work sup-
porting your children’s re-
vision & exam prepara-
tion—only a few more days 
to go! 
 
 

Our Vision; ‘Excellence Through Teamwork; Success For All’ 

 
 

 

 

Date  Details 

Monday 
17/11/25-
Thursday 
27/11/25 

• Term 1 exams. Whole school on exam timings 
7:15am-12:15pm until end of Term. 

Thursday 
27/11/25 

• WSS celebrates UAE National Day. Students 
may come dressed in UAE national dress or flag 
colours & bring traditional food to share with 
friends (optional). As per the Authorities, no 
flags to be represented on food. Thank you. 

Monday 
1/12/25 & 
Tuesday 
2/12/25 

• School closed for UAE National Day. 

Thursday 
4th Decem-
ber 

• Last day of T1. Students are expected to attend 
until last day. 

Monday 
5/1/26 

• First day of Term 2. 

• T2 Fees due, thank you. 
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Find our updated Parent Hand-

book through this QR code.  

Check-out school policies & pro-

cedures to be familiar & com-

fortable with our system. 

Newsletter Contents 
Page Includes: 

1, 2 Dates for Your Diary  

• Message from the Principal; Date for Your Diary, general notices 
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Contents 

• Contents Table 

• QR Code to Access our online Parent Handbook 

 

 
4 
4 
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6 
7-9 
 
10 
11 
 
12 
13 

Whole School News 

• This Week’s Leadership GEMStone (Leading with Gratitude) 

• Parent Voice (‘You Said...We Did…”) 

• GEMS Safeguarding Awareness Flyer—Energy & Nicotine 
Pouches 

• WSS is a Health-Promoting School 

• Odd Socks Day 19/11/25—Celebrating our Differences as part of 
Anti-Bullying Week 

• Environmental & Sustainability Superstar Champions 

• Storyboard Top Tips, 1) T1 Assessment Preparation, 2) Alex’s 
Journey to Exam Success 

• Happy Birthdays 

• Staff CPD 
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15-16 
17 
17-20 
21-23 

Junior Section News 

• Junior Section Superstar Champions (medals for Gymnastics & 
Class Champions) 

• ‘Read Like a GEM’ FF Parent Ambassadors  

• FS2 Learning Activities 

• Y1 Learning Activities 

• Y2 Learning Activities  
 

 
24-25 
 
26 
27-28 

Primary Section News 

• Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions (medals for Gym-
nastics, Swimming & Karate) 

• Y5 Anti-Bullying Activities 

• Y6 Anti=Bullying Activities 
 

  
29-31 
32-33 
34 
35 
36 
37-41 

Secondary Section News 

• Secondary Section Superstar Champions; KS3 GEM of the Month  

• KS3 Parent Voice 

• KS5 Parent Voice—Parenting Tips 

• KS4 Celebrates 100 Days at WSS! 

• ‘Be a GEM’ Routine 4 

• KS5 Leadership & Learning (Mock Exams, Integrity Anti-
Cheating Pledge, Career Readiness, Forging Links with Higher 
Education) 

 

Contents  
Parent Handbook Access QR Code

Thank you Nabia 
for sharing your 
singing video. We 
loved the confi-
dence-building per-
formance! 
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Whole School News; This Week’s Leadership GEMStone! 

Whole School News; 

Parent Voice — “You 

Said...We Did…” 
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Whole School News; Safeguarding Awareness Flyer! 
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Whole School News; WSS is a Health-Promoting School! 
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Whole School News; Odd Socks Day, 19/11/25 

Celebrating our Differences as Part of Anti-Bullying Week! 
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Whole School News; Odd Socks Day, 19/11/25 

Celebrating our Differences as Part of Anti-Bullying Week! 
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Whole School News; Odd Socks Day, 19/11/25 

Celebrating our Differences as Part of Anti-Bullying Week! 

Odd Socks Day was a fun way to reinforce the importance of valuing our dif-
ferences, & that individual uniqueness should be embraced & celebrated. 
Often bullying occurs when  someone is perceived as ‘not fitting in’ or 
‘different’, so Odd Socks Day shares an important message of acceptance.  
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WSS Be a GEM Superstar Champions—Parent Voice! 

Environment & Sustainability Superstar Champions!
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Whole School News; Storyboard Top Tips!
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Happy Birthdays!
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Whole School News; Staff CPD! 

Members of the Junior team attended an informative ‘Amazing Fun Learning’ day at Quest Eyes on Saturday 15/11/25. 

The Medical Team attended GEMS Annual Medical Team meeting on 15/11/25 at DAA led by Dr. Mirrah and Mr. Nauman 
Ali Khan, who appreciated the dedication, care and efforts by medical teams across GEMS schools.  

WSS SLT joined other Sharjah schools’ SLT for a Strategic Leadership CPD session at the School of Creative Science on 
19/11/25. 
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WSS Junior Section Be a GEM Superstar Champions!
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Many thanks to amazing super-mums of Anaya (FS2S2), Archer (FSD1), Rayan (FS2H1) & Ibrahim (FS2H2), some of our 
‘Read Like a GEM’ Ambassadors. The children are thoroughly enjoying their interactive reading sessions. 

Family First Junior News; ‘Read Like a GEM’ 

Ambassadors!
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Many thanks to amazing super-mum of Kayan for her enthusiastic participation in Odd Socks Day on 19/11/25 & mum of 
Balaj (FS2S2) a ‘Read Like a GEM’ Ambassador. The children are thoroughly enjoying this parent participation! 
 

Family First Junior News; ‘Read Like a GEM’ 

Ambassadors!
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Junior Section News; FS2 Learning Activities!

Junior Section News; Y1F Learning Activities! 
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Junior Section News; Y1D Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1H Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y1S Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!

Junior Section News; Phase One Teachers & Y1 Leaders 

attended the Eyes CPD!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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Junior Section News; Y2 Learning Activities!
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to superstar gymnast Karmen (Y5D2), 
who recently participated in the Dubai Open Gymnastics Acade-

my Competition and achieved First Place in her category! 

Congratulations to swimming superstar Mira (Y3D1) 
who wone multiple medals in a recent swimming com-
petition. 
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WSS Primary Section Sporting Superstar Champions!

Congratulations to Adam Elsawy (Y6BS), who represented the UAE in an international beach karate championship held in 
Kalba. He impressively earned second place in the competition! We are super proud of you, Adam! 



26 

 

Primary Section News; Y5 Anti-Bullying Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Anti-Bullying Activities!
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Primary Section News; Y6 Anti-Bullying Activities!
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WSS Secondary Section GEM of the Month Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section GEM of the Month Superstar Champions!
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WSS Secondary Section GEM of the Month Superstar Champions!
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Family First; KS3 Parent Voice!
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Family First; KS3 Parent Voice!
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Family First—KS5 Parent Voice—Parenting Skills!
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Secondary Section News; 100 Days at WSS!
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Secondary Section News; ‘Be a GEM’ Routine 4!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Leadership & Learning!
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Secondary Section News; KS5 Integrity—Anti-Cheating Pledge!
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KS5 Leadership & Learning—Career Readiness Sessions!
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KS5 Leadership & Learning—Career Readiness Sessions!
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Forging Links with Higher Education!


